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Trade targets attainable

WITH JUST over 12 months remaining before the
SADC region can create its Free Trade Area, Member
States remain confident that they can move a gear
up to iron out outstanding impediments for the re-
gion to achieve set targets.

Since 2000, SADC countries have been implement-
ing a programme towards creating a Free Trade A re a
by 2008, a Customs Union by 2010, a Common Mar-
ket by 2015 and a Monetary Union by 2018.

However, the last heads of state Summit, in the
Lesotho capital of Maseru in August, raised concern
about the pace at which SADC's economic integra-
tion programme was being implemented.

The Summit appointed a Ministerial Task Force to
come up with a pro g ress report which was tabled be-

f o re an extraordinary Summit of Heads of State and
Government in Midrand, South Africa, in October.

The extraordinary Summit noted that several
challenges needed to be overcome but reaffirmed
the region's commitment to achieving the trade
milestones.

“Summit noted progress made in the attain-
ment of an FTA [Free Trade Area] and concluded
that the SADC Free Trade Area programme is on
course and that it will be launched as planned by
2008,” reads the communiqué in part.

However, the Summit noted that SADC's trade
patterns consist mainly of commodities and that
there is need to diversify Member State economies
and increase intra-regional trade and growth.

by Munetsi Madakufamba

continued on page 2



Economic integration in SADC
is expected to boost intra-re g i o n a l
trade, which stood at 25 percent of
all international trade in 2003. The
t a rget is to increase trade among
Member States to between 35 per-
cent and 60 percent by 2008.

At present, intra-regional trade
is concentrated in the SACU coun-
tries with far less trade happening
among non-SACU members. �

SA), which are planning their
own customs unions.

World Trade Org a n i s a t i o n
( W TO) rules prevent countries
f rom belonging to more than
one Customs Union at the same
time. This calls for rationalisa-
tion of existing and planned
customs unions if Member
States are to comply with WTO
rules.

“In addition, Summit noted
that the establishment of the FTA
should take cognisance of devel-
opmental integration elements
such as infrastru c t u re, poverty al-
leviation and sustainable devel-
opment,” says the communiqué.

On whether the Customs
Union is based on an appro p r i a t e
model, the Summit directed the
Ministerial Task Force to under-
take and finalise a study to advise
on suitability of the model.

“In this re g a rd, Summit dire c t-
ed that a road map be developed
to facilitate the implementation of
the SADC Customs Union pro-
gramme,” says the communiqué.

As the SADC region moves to-
w a rds the planned Free Tr a d e
A rea, one of the challenges is to
bring down tariff and non-tariff
barriers in line with agre e d
timetables within specific pro d u c t
lines. The target is to ensure that
85 percent of all intra-re g i o n a l
trade is at zero tariffs by 2008.

Economic integration in SADC
is guided by the Trade Pro t o c o l ,
which was signed in 1996 and
came into force in 2000.

As part of its implementation,
Member States have been negoti-
ating tariff reduction schedules,
rules of origin, a dispute settle-
ment mechanism, special pro d u c t
a g reements, elimination of non
t a r i ff barriers and harmonisation
of customs, trade documentation
and clearance pro c e d u re s .

Tariff phase down is based on
a variable geometry model, tak-
ing into account the asymmetri-
cal level of development in
Member States.

SADC Member States are at
d i ff e rent levels of development,
with South Africa far much more
developed than the rest in terms
of industrial base.

Countries within the Southern
African Customs Union
(SACU) - Botswana,

Lesotho, Namibia, South
Africa and Swaziland -
are liberalising faster,
followed by Mauritius

and Zimbabwe, while the rest fol-
l o w.

Ta r i ff reduction is divided
into three categories, the first
being goods that were to be lib-
eralised by 2001, the second by
2008 and the third by 2012.

Special agreements have been
concluded on trade in sensitive
products such as sugar, and tex-
tiles and clothing.

Negotiations on rules of ori-
gin, which seek to promote use
of local raw materials, were the
most difficult, but have since
been completed for most prod-
uct lines. The most sticky areas
were wheat flour products and
motor vehicles.

Another challenge for Mem-
ber States to achieve a success-
ful Free Trade A rea is to ad-
d ress the supply side of trade.
This calls for a strong industrial
base in each member state to
p roduce exportable goods that
have a competitive edge.

The variable geometry model
is meant to allow Member States
time to adjust and prepare them-
selves for inevitable competition
in a liberalised market. The
question is whether industries in
Member States have had suffi-
cient time to prepare for the new
market.

Multiple membership to Re-
gional Economic Communities
(RECs) that are working to-
w a rds creating, or alre a d y
have, a Customs Union is yet
another challenge. Some SADC
Member States belong to
SACU, which is a functioning
Customs Union, while others
belong to either the East
African Community (EAC) or
the Common Market for East
and Southern Africa (COME-
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Trade targets attainable

Category of Tariff reduction
goods

A o Immediate reduction of duty to zero upon
gazetting of tariff schedules Member States;

o On average 47% of all goods traded under
this regime by 2001.

B o Gradual tariff reduction over 8 years;
o 85% expected to trade at zero tariff by 2008.

C o Sensitive products mainly in areas of security,
health and safety;

o Constitute 15%;
o Tariffs expected to be eliminated by 2012.

Note that the Trade Protocol as amended in 2000 does not cover second hand goods which shall continue
to attract duty at current levels.
SOURCE SADC Today Vol. 6 No. 1 April 2003

Major implementation challenges
o S t rengthen the supply side of

e c o n o m i e s
o Implement trade pro t o c o l

within the framework of the
W TO

o Ensure that tariff reduction
does not negatively impact
on weaker or less developed
Member States

o Cushion vulnerable gro u p s
such as the rural and urban
p o o r, small businesses, infor-
mal traders and women, as
well as ensuring that these
g roups benefit from the Tr a d e
P rotocol.

Key strategies being pursued
o Gradual elimination of tariffs
o Adoption of common rules

of origin
o Harmonisation of customs

rules and procedures
o Attainment of international-

ly acceptable standard s ,
q u a l i t y, accreditation and
m e t ro l o g y

o Harmonisation of sanitary
and phyto-sanitary meas-
u re s

o Elimination of non-tariff bar-
riers

o Liberalisation of trade in
services.
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SADC RECOGNISES water as
the engine for economic growth
and has renewed its commit-
ment to providing a framework
for developing, utilizing and
p rotecting water re s o u rces in
the SADC region.

T h rough the recently re l e a s e d
regional water policy, which has
been endorsed by all Member
States, SADC presents the con-
text and intent for water re-
s o u rces management, re p re s e n t-
ing the aspirations and intere s t s
of the southern African countries.

Developed by the SADC
Water Division through a consul-
tative and participatory pro c e s s ,
the policy seeks to guide the har-
monization of national policies
and the implementation of activi-
ties by all stakeholders in a re-
gion where 70 percent of the
water re s o u rces is shared acro s s
national boundaries.

SADC Executive Secre t a r y,
Tomaz Augusto Salomão noted
in his Foreword that the region
is largely water deficient and
marked by high variability of
rainfall in both space and in
time, thus resulting in a mis-
match between water availabili-
ty and water demand.

“Water supply and sanitation
coverage in the region is still far
below acceptable standard and
this poses a serious challenge in
achieving the Millennium De-
velopment Goals on water, ”
says Salomão.

Salomão points out that the
living standard of the region's
rural population is still very low
with poverty still rife.

“Water resources develop-
ment through strategic infra-
structure is therefore seen as a
d i rect answer to the re g i o n ' s
poverty reduction goals and im-
provement of living standards
of our peoples,” he says.

The water related challenges,
according to Salomão, “call for
cooperation amongst Member
States in Integrated Water Re-
s o u rces Management (IWRM)
especially along shared water-
courses.”

IWRM is the fundamental
approach that has been adopted
by SADC recognizing the fact
that water is cross-cutting in na-
t u re - both across political
boundaries and across sectors.

IWRM is the common thre a d
that links the elements of the new
regional policy. It is characterized
by methodologies for institution-
al development, capacity-build-
ing, stakeholder participation, in-
tegrated planning, conflict re s o-
lution and environmental man-
agement.

H o w e v e r, its application is
more likely when national water
policies adopt and incorporate
IWRM principles.

T h roughout the policy,
SADC is impressing upon its
members to ensure that water
re s o u rces are developed and
managed in a manner that con-
tributes to regional economic in-
tegration and development, en-
suring equity and mutual bene-
fits for all Member States.

Guided by the Revised SADC
P rotocol on Shared Wa t e rc o u r s e s ,
the policy encourages SADC

states to exploit opportunities
for joint water resources devel-
opment in shared watercourses
to amicably prevent and resolve
water conflicts and consolidate
regional cooperation in accor-
dance with the principles en-
shrined in the SADC Treaty.

The water policy emphasises
that water is a social and eco-
nomic good and, as such,
should be developed and man-
aged to provide economic bene-
fits, human dignity and social
well-being. In addition to clean
water for domestic use, SADC
states should seek to provide
water for productive activities
in rural and peri-urban areas in
order to alleviate poverty and to
correct imbalances in develop-
ment.

A c c o rding to the policy,
water is a vital resource for en-
e rgy and industrial develop-
ment. In addition to ensuring
adequate water for industrial
use, Member States should opti-
mize the use of hydro-electricity
generation potential to provide
cheaper and enviro n m e n t a l l y
friendly sources of energy.

Areas with comparative ad-
vantage for rain-fed and irrigat-
ed agriculture must be targeted
in order to attain regional food
security. SADC Member States
should there f o re promote im-
p roved tillage and rainwater
harvesting techniques to opti-
mize the use of water by rain-
fed agriculture.

A ff o rdable and sustainable
techniques for small-scale irriga-
tion should be developed as a

m e a s u re to increase the pro d u c-
tion of food and cash crops in
rural areas. Pricing of irrigation
water should also be consistent
with the need to provide eco-
nomic incentives for efficient use.

The water policy commits
SADC states to the protection of
human life, common property
and the environment against the
effects of water-related natural
and human-induced disasters.

The environment is re c o g-
nized in the policy as a resource
base and a legitimate user of
w a t e r. Member States should
t h e re f o re take all necessary
measures to sustain it, under-
taking strategic environmental
assessment where necessary.

The SADC water policy con-
solidates water- related policy
provisions scattered in various
SADC documents into one sin-
gle document and provides for
the establishment of inter-sec-
toral coordination on water re-
lated management issues at re-
gional, river basin and national
levels. The policy will be imple-
mented through a re g i o n a l
water strategy.

The policy recognises the
role of the SADC Secretariat and
calls for the creation of an en-
abling institutional environment
that enhances the participation
of all stakeholders.

An important vehicle for im-
plementing the policy is the ex-
istence of well-functioning river
basin organisations established
particularly for shared water-
courses and operating under
sound legislation. �

New SADC Water Policy

Water resources key to economic development
and poverty reduction
by Hastings Chikoko



New regional customs clearance system
adopted

A NEW regional customs clear-
ance system to facilitate speedy
processing of imports and ex-
ports in southern Africa came
into force on 1 October.

The Regional Customs Tran-
sit Bond Guarantee System
(RCTBGS) will ensure that
goods in transit within SADC
are checked only at the point of
entry and final destination.

This will reduce costs of
moving the goods, reduce tran-
sit time and guarantee bonds at
every point of entry.

A single bond would en-
hance security of goods in tran-
sit and protect government rev-
enues.

The bonds will enable ex-
porters and importers to
smoothly move their goods
across the region using a single
guarantee bond to be accessed
in Durban, South Africa, or any
other port of entry into the
mainland.

Currently, traders must ob-
tain transit guarantee bonds at
every port of entry and pay
huge fees for the service.

Transit operations often in-
volve long delays that substan-
tially add to the transportation
cost. This is largely due to pro-
cedural delays involving cus-
toms documentation pro c e s s-
ing; immigration, insurance,
and transit bond procedures; se-
curity inspections and weigh
stations; phyto-sanitary and
traffic checks.

A World Bank study con-
ducted in July 2000 examined
delays at selected Southern
African border posts. Results
showed that, for example, de-

lays at Machipanda
(Mozambique-Zimbabwe)
amounted to 24 hours, 36

hours at Beitbridge
(South A f r i c a - Z i m b a b-
we), 36 hours at Victo-
ria Falls (Zimbabwe-

Zambia) and 24 hours at Kazun-
gula (Botswana-Zambia).

Although not easy to quan-
tify, the loss in revenue due to
border delays in the SADC re-
gion is estimated to run into mil-
lions of dollars a year.

Transit pro c e d u res in land-
locked countries affect exports

and imports diff e re n t l y. The
transit costs are somewhat less
for exports than for imports. Ex-
ports frequently leave the coun-
try without paying any duties,
so countries are less worried
about revenue loss, thus mak-
ing complex controls unneces-
s a r y.

THE MAIN b o rder post be-
tween Mozambique and
Malawi at Zobue in Te t e
province will shortly be open
24 hours a day if plans by the
two SADC neighbours are suc-
cessful.

Keeping the Zobue border
post open 24 hours a day will
be of considerable importance
for trade using the Tete corridor
- the road linking Malawi to
Zimbabwe.

Also, exporters are fewer
than importers and are better
equipped to deal with transit lo-
gistics. Customs transit is,
t h e re f o re, largely an import
c o n c e r n .

Member States of the South-
ern African Customs Union
(SACU), except for Swaziland,
were already using a single cus-
toms declaration form at their
common borders.

Swaziland started using the
new declaration form with ef-
fect from 1 October. SACU com-
prises Botswana, Lesotho,
Namibia, South Africa and
Swaziland. �

The decision to open the
border post throughout the day
follows a meeting between
Mozambique's Defence Minis-
ter, Tobias Dai, and his Malaw-
ian counterpart, Davies Kat-
songa.

Malawi and Mozambique
also signed a cooperation pro-
tocol which will help the two
countries deal with issues such
as cross-border trade and ille-
gal immigrants. (AIM) �

ANGOLA AND Namibia have
agreed to exempt each other's
citizens from visa requirements
in a move expected to improve
trade opportunities and other
bilateral relations between the
two countries.

This means that with eff e c t
f rom 5 October Namibian and
Angolan citizens do not re q u i re
visas to pass through their com-
mon border points. This will
s t rengthen the flow of people and
enhances trade and tourism op-
portunities between the two
c o u n t r i e s .

“The visa requirements for
visiting Namibian nationals
have been one of the biggest
barriers to trade between

Namibia and Angola,” said
Namibia Chamber of Commerce
and Industry chief executive of-
ficer, Tarah Shaanika.

Namibia will be the first
SADC Member State whose na-
tionals will be exempted from ap-
plying for visas when entering
Angola. Until now, Angola had
demanded visas for visitors fro m
all the other 13 SADC countries.

Some SADC countries have
already scrapped visa require-
ments for citizens from other
Member States. These include
Mozambique, South Africa and
Swaziland, whose citizens no
longer require visas to cross bor-
ders between the three coun-
tries. �

SOUTH AFRICA and Namibia
will open an additional access
route to the Kgalagadi Tr a n s f ro n-
tier Park in 2007 as part of
tourism development ahead of
the 2010 Soccer World Cup.

The two countries plan to
open a border post at the pro-
posed Mata Mata access road
and gateway. This is an integral
part of an envisaged coast-to-
coast transfrontier tourist route
being developed for the 2010
World Cup.

The park has been identified
as a priority for implementation
within the first phase of the
Transfrontier Conservation Area
2010 strategy, which is an offi-
cial SADC initiative.

“As a tourism border post,
Mata Mata will increase revenue
for the TFCA by capitalising on
the new TransKalahari High-
way and attracting a new
stream of visitors from Namib-
ia,” said South Africa's Minister
of Tourism, Marthinus Va n
Schalkwyk. �
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Malawi, Mozambique border to
open 24 hours

Reciprocal visa exemptions for Angola,
Namibia

Additional access
route for South
Africa and Namibia
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SOUTHERN AFRICA is poised
for another good agricultural
season as weather experts fore-
cast normal rainfall in 2006/07.
A c c o rding to 10th Southern
Africa Regional Climate Out-
look Forum (SARCOF), which
met in Botswana in September,
the rainfall 2006/07 season in
SADC will be split into two
parts - the first half stretching
from October to December and
the remainder from January to
March 2007.

The SARCOF meeting was
convened to come up with a
consensus forecast for the rain-
fall pattern in SADC in 2006/07.

The outlook was prepared by
climate scientists from national
meteorological and hydrological
services within the SADC re-
gion. Additional contributions
w e re from the Harare - b a s e d
SADC Drought Monitoring
C e n t re, and the International
R e s e a rch Institute for Climate
and Society.

The SARCOF forecast comes
at a time when international
weather experts have warned of
developing El Niño conditions
across the Pacific Ocean over the
past five months, a develop-
ment likely to dampen
prospects of another good agri-
cultural season in southern
Africa.

In an El Niño update issued
at the end of September, the
World Meteorological Organisa-
tion (WMO) warned that climat-
ic patterns across the equatorial
Pacific have since July devel-
oped a notable tendency to-
wards El Niño conditions.

The WMO said there was
general agreement among
weather experts that the devel-
opment of “a weak to moderate
basin-wide El Niño is now like-

ly and that such an event
would persist into early 2007”.

Sea-surface temperatures in
the eastern equatorial Pacific
close to the South A m e r i c a n
coast became warm toward s
the end of July, while oceanic
and atmospheric patterns in
the central and western equato-
rial Pacific also began to re s e m-
ble conditions typical of an
early stage of an El Niño event
in A u g u s t .

The El Niño effect has been
associated with pre v i o u s
drought periods that have hit
southern Africa. The phenome-
non causes the sea temperature
to rise significantly and the air
to become dry, affecting the
rain-formation process.

“In view of the evolving   sit-
uation, additional caution   is re-
quired in forming expectations
about impact in those regions

PERMANENT SECRETA R I E S
of agriculture in the SADC re g i o n
have approved a harmonised
system of seed regulations as
part of measures aimed at boost-
ing regional food security.

The harmonised seed re g u l a-
tions, approved by the perma-
nent secretaries at a re g i o n a l
meeting in South Africa in Sep-
t e m b e r, comprise the SADC
Common Variety Release Sys-
tem, SADC Common Seed Cer-
tification and Quality A s s u r-
ance System and SADC Com-
mon Quarantine and Phytosan-
itary Measures for Seed System.

The technical agre e m e n t s
will be presented to the minis-
ters of agriculture and thereafter
to the Council of Ministers.

SADC Common Variety Re-
lease System establishes a re g i o n-
al variety catalogue and enables
the marketing of all crop varieties

typically affected by El Niño
events,” said WMO, noting that
the situation was likely to be-
come clearer by December. �

Normal rainfall season forecast

Region moves to harmonise seed
regulations

in the 14 SADC Member States.
This will facilitate widespre a d
availability of improved varieties
of all crops to farmers.

Variety release systems in
most Member States re q u i re that
b e f o re a new variety is released it
has to pass through lengthy test-
ing and release pro c e d u res before
the seed can be marketed. This
denies or delays farmers' access
to new products.

A procedure manual for re-
gional variety release based on
p rocess management is being
proposed and will provide the
mechanism for public and pri-
vate sector breeders to apply for
regional variety release. �

Another good agricultural season
projected.

October-December 2006
IT IS projected that in the first
half of the season, the northern
parts of SADC have an in-
creased chance of receiving nor-
mal to above-normal rainfall.

This area comprises the De-
mocratic Republic of Congo
(DRC), northeastern Angola, the
northern part of the United Re-
public of Tanzania, most of north-
ern Zambia, southern Malawi,
and part of northern Mozam-
bique.

Also forecast to experience
normal to above-normal rainfall
in this period are most parts of
South Africa, Namibia, Madagas-
c a r, Botswana, Swaziland, A n g o-
la and the whole of Lesotho.

Elsewhere in the region, dur-
ing the first part of the season,
should receive normal to below-
normal rainfall.

This covers other parts of the
United Republic of Ta n z a n i a ,
most of Mozambique, northern
Malawi, southern and extreme
northeastern part of Zambia,
Zimbabwe, northern parts of
South Africa and Swaziland,
most of Botswana, most of An-
gola, Namibia, the southern
flank of South Africa, north-
western part of Madagascar
and Mauritius.

January-March 2007
Most SADC countries have in-
c reased chances of re c e i v i n g
normal to above-normal rain-
fall during January-Marc h
2007.

Northern Tanzania has a
g reater chance of re c e i v i n g
above-normal rainfall.

However, some places may
receive normal to below-normal
rainfall during the second half
of the season. These are the
southwestern part of DRC,
greater part of Angola, western
Zambia, extreme western part
of Zimbabwe, Botswana, most
of Namibia, greater part of
South Africa, Lesotho, and most
of Swaziland.



THE SADC region re q u i res at
least US$5.2 billion between now
and 2011 to rehabilitate existing
power stations and invest in
short-term electricity generation
p rojects, according to the South-
ern African Power Pool (SAPP).

Rehabilitation and associated
infrastructure projects, most of
which are under constru c t i o n
and scheduled for completion
before the end of 2007, will add
3,200 Megawatts (MW) of power
to the SADC grid at an estimated
cost of US$1.4 billion.

Short-term generation pro j-
ects, for which feasibility studies
and environmental-impact as-
sessments have been completed,
will cost the region an estimated
US$3.8 billion while adding about
4,200 MW to the regional grid on
completion around 2011 .

With some of Africa's fastest
expanding economies, southern
Africa is expected to run out of
surplus generation capacity after
2007.

Net regional generation ca-
pacity is expected to clock
45,000MW by 2007 against peak
demand of well over 45,000MW
at that time.

This is on the back of region-
al demand for electricity which
has increased at the rate of three
percent per annum for the past
10 years against declining in-
vestment in generation and
transmission infrastructure.

At present, the region has a
combined total installed genera-
tion of 52,743MW but the net
generation output is aro u n d
45,000MW.

To operate optimally, SAPP
must ensure it maintains a gen-
eration reserve level of 10.2 per-
cent or higher at all times. It is
projected that at current demand
growth levels, the region could
exhaust its reserve capacity after

2007 and would not be able to
meet further increases in
demand for power.

Another strategy being
pursued by SAPP is to
undertake short-term
transmission pro j e c t s

that focus on bringing onboard
t h ree non-operating members,
Angola, Malawi and the United
Republic of Tanzania.

This strategy has involved in-
vesting in inter-connectors to
supply electricity to the thre e
countries. The re i n f o rcement of
the 220-kilovolt (kV) DRC-Zam-
bia inter-connector is expected to
i n c rease the power transfer ca-
pacity from the DRC to Zambia
and to increase trade between the
DRC and other countries. Wo r k
on this line is still in pro g ress.

The Zambian Electricity Sup-
ply Corporation energised the
220-kV Zambia-Namibia inter-
connector in August 2006, which
is being performance-monitore d .
The line is meant to increase the

security of supply to the northern
part of Namibia from Zambia.

An inter-connector between
Malawi and Mozambique is ex-
pected to be completed within
two years of the signing of an
agreement between the buyer,
Escom of Malawi, and the seller,
HCB of Mozambique.

Zambia, Tanzania and Kenya
have agreed to implement the
Z a m b i a - Tanzania-Kenya inter-
connector project, thro u g h
which the power systems of the
t h ree non-operating countries

will be interconnected, enhanc-
ing trade, supply security and
regional economic integration.
The three countries have, conse-
q u e n t l y, mobilised funds for
technical, economic, financial
and environmental studies for a
three-part project.

This will be made up of a
Z a m b i a - Tanzania inter- c o n n e c t o r,
beginning at Pensulo substation,
near Serenje in Zambia, and end-
ing at Mwakibete sub-station,
near Mbeya, in the United Repub-
lic of Tanzania; re i n f o rcement of
the Tanzanian transmission sys-
tem to allow transfer to Kenya;
and a Tanzania-Kenya transmis-
sion line from A rusha to Nairo b i .

The three governments have
agreed to proceed to the next

preparation-for-implementation
phase, for which the African De-
velopment Bank and the Devel-
opment Bank of Southern Africa
have provided grant funding. A
consultant is undertaking an en-
vironmental and social impact
assessment study for the rein-
f o rcement of the transmission
system in Tanzania.

Medium term to long term
generation projects to supply
power to the SADC region in-
clude the Western Power Corri-
dor Project (Westcor), which is
expected to move some 4,000
MW of power from Inga Three
in the DRC, to the re g i o n a l
power grid and to pick up 6,500
MW of generation at Kwanza
river in Angola. �

THE AFRICAN D e v e l o p m e n t
Bank (ADB) says it will mo-
bilise public and private funds
to finance the feasibility studies
for the Inga, the biggest energ y
p roject in A f r i c a .

Thanks to its huge hydro-
electric potential as well as its
potential impact on regional in-
tegration in Africa, the “inte-
grating character” of the Inga

p roject in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo (DRC) has
been stressed to revive the pro j-
e c t .

“ G reat Inga, with a power
p roduction capacity of 39,000
megawatts, will provide the op-
portunity of the project to ex-
port electricity at the pan-
African level,” ADB said in Oc-
t o b e r. �

ADB to raise funds for Inga project
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US$5.2 billion needed to boost generation capacity

Cahora Bassa dam is a major source of power for SADC.
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Stronger ties for Africa and China

“Friendship, Peace, Cooperation and Development”

SADC Chairperson, Prime Minister Pakalitha Mosisili of Lesotho at the FOCAC

Presidents Hu Jintao and Thabo Mbeki, African and Chinese dancers showcasing culture.

tries in politics and multilateral
i s s u e s .

China pledged to establish
up to five trade and economic
zones in Africa by 2009 in a
move that will see the Asian
country opening up its market
to African producers by increas-
ing from 190 to 440 the number
of duty-free export pro d u c t
f rom least developed A f r i c a n
countries with diplomatic ties
with China.

This year marks the 50th an-
niversary of the inauguration of
diplomatic relations between
the People's Republic of China
and African countries.

In a move aimed at bolstering
Sino-African political ties, the
Chinese will build a confere n c e
c e n t re for the African Union.

One of the highlights of the
summit was the holding of the
first meeting of the China-Africa
Business Council in Beijing, sig-
nalling new efforts by China
and Africa to boost cooperation
in private sector.

The business council was
first established in 2005 to create
a service network and commu-

nication platform for Chinese
and African businesses.

The two sides agreed on the
need to create favourable condi-
tions to maximise the role of pri-
vate businesses, which will inject
new life into Sino-African re l a-
tions.

With domestic market com-
petition tightening at home,
Chinese private businesses view
Africa as a viable market with a
lot of opportunities.

The Chinese enterprises
pledged to help their African
counterparts strengthen local in-
frastructure and improve living
standards.

Bilateral trade between China
and Africa totalled US$40 billion
in 2005 while the Asian country
invested US$6.3 billion in A f r i c a
during the same year, accord i n g
to official Chinese statistics.

Africa's exports to China as a
proportion of trade with indus-
trialised countries have grown
from 0.43 percent in 1990 to 8.96
percent in 2004, and these are set
to expand as a Chinese-driven
commodity price boom takes
the world by storm.

The most significant oppor-
tunity opened-up to Africa by
China's rapid growth is the en-
hanced incentive provided by
rising commodity demand and
prices.

Many African economies, in-
cluding most SADC Member
States, have rich primary prod-
uct resources.

The FOCAC summit also
p resented an opportunity for
both China and Africa to
strengthen cultural ties.

Cultural exchanges and co-
operation have become an im-
portant part of Sino-African re-
lations and have promoted mu-
tual friendship.

To date, China has signed
156 cultural cooperation con-
tracts with African countries,
and more than 50 cultural
g roups re p resenting the Chi-
nese government have visited
Africa. Over 170 African state
cultural troupes have visited
China.

The FOCAC summit was at-
tended by more than 1,700 dele-
gates who included 48 African
leaders and representatives of
over 20 international organisa-
tions.

FOCAC is a mechanism for
collective dialogue and coopera-
tion jointly established by China
and Africa to cope with new
challenges and facilitate com-
mon development.

Since the launch of the
FOCAC in 2000, two ministerial
conferences have been held in
Beijing and Addis Ababa.

The theme for the summit
was “friendship, peace, cooper-
ation and development”. �

RELATIONS BETWEEN China
and Africa are poised to grow
stronger after both sides agreed
to strengthen economic, cultural
and political ties.

Economic cooperation was
one of the main issues that
emerged from the Forum on
China-Africa Cooperation
(FOCAC) held in Beijing in No-
v e m b e r.

Chinese President Hu Jintao
announced a set of measures,
spanning the whole spectrum of
relations between China and
Africa. The measures covere d
political, economic, technologi-
cal, social and cultural relations
and are aimed at creating a win-
win situation for both parties.

These include a US$3 billion
preferential loan package and a
US$2 billion “preferential buy-
ers' credits” to Africa in the com-
ing three years.

The Asian country, an emerg-
ing world economic power, also
p romised to set up a US$5 billion
China-Africa Development Fund
to encourage Chinese companies
to invest in Africa. The fund will
be used to provide start-up capi-
tal to Chinese companies wishing
to invest in A f r i c a .

In a move expected to benefit
several SADC countries, China
pledged to double aid to Africa
by 2009 and to cancel all debt
owed to it by African countries
that became due in 2005.

Hu announced that China will
also train more than 10,000
African professionals in various
fields; set up 10 centres of agri-
cultural excellence in the thre e
years; build schools and clinics;
and cooperate with African coun-



WHEN HE was sworn in as pre s i-
dent a few days after his father's
death, few outside the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) gave the
then 29-year-old Joseph Kabila
much chance of bringing peace to
the country.

Many doubted his commitment
to comply fully with the 1999 Lusa-
ka A c c o rds that called for the with-
drawal of all foreign troops fro m
the DRC and an end to fighting.

Within a few months of assum-
ing power and despite his youth
and relative inexperience, the new
DRC president proved the sceptics
wrong by reviving the faltering
Lusaka agreement, opening the
country to United Nations peace-
keepers and commencing work on
the country's poverty-stricken
economy.

He began a series of high-level
meetings at home and abroad. He
met in Kinshasa with the presi-
dents of Angola, Namibia and
Zimbabwe, who were his father's
staunchest allies during the civil
war against Ugandan and Rwan-
dan-backed rebel movements, a
war which left more than a third of
this huge and wealthy country
outside the control of Kinshasa.

The allies had pledged to con-
tinue support for the new presi-
dent despite the heavy toll on their
own economies caused by their
participation in the three-year war.

The new President Kabila met
with South Africa's Pre s i d e n t
Thabo Mbeki shortly after taking
the oath of office and just before
leaving for talks in Paris, Wa s h-
ington and New York.
He met President Jacques Chirac
in France, attended a prayer
b reakfast with the newly inaugu-

rated President George W.
Bush in Washington and met
senior officials of that new

administration including
S e c retary of State Colin
Powell. Kabila also met
with top UN officials, in-

cluding members of the Security
Council in New York.

The meetings were all cru c i a l ,
both for DRC and for the Gre a t
Lakes region. The rebels and their
backers controlled much of the east-
ern part of the country and insisted
that they would pull out only when
a democratic government was elect-
ed by all citizens of DRC and when
Rwandan border security was guar-
anteed, from Hutu militias accused
of the genocide of Tutsis and mod-
erate Hutus in 1994.
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The UN agreed to
send about 5,500, most-
ly African, peacekeep-
ers to the DRC under
the 1999 Lusaka Peace
A c c o rds. However, ex-
cept for a handful of ob-
servers, the UN would
not deploy the forc e
until conditions for
peacekeeping had improved.

Born on 17 June 1971, Kabila
spent most of his early years in
exile with his father, Laurent, who

THE SADC O rgan on Politics, De-
fence and Security Cooperation re - d e-
ployed its Electoral Observer Mission
to the Democratic Republic of the
Congo to observe the ru n - o ff Pre s i-
dential and Provincial Elections fro m
18 - 31 October 2006. The Mission was
redeployed in terms of the pro v i s i o n s
of the SADC Protocol on Politics, De-
fence and Security Cooperation and
the SADC Principles and Guidelines
Governing Democratic Elections.

As provided for in the Principles
and Guidelines, His Excellency
Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, the Presi-
dent of the United Republic of Tan-
zania and Chairperson of the SADC
Organ on Politics, Defence and Se-
curity Cooperation appointed Hon.
Brigadier-General Adam Mwakanji-
ki (Rtd.) to lead the Mission.

The Mission comprised of 52
members, 7 of which were female,
drawn from 7 Member States and
the Secretariat. The Mission recog-
nized the complementarity of its
work with that of electoral observa-
tion teams under various organiza-
tions operating in SADC region such
as the Parliamentary Forum (PF)
and Electoral Commissions Forum
(ECF) of SADC countries. The Mis-
sion also recognized SADC national
observer teams and SADC citizens

that came under Civil Society Orga-
nizations. This presence augment-
ed the voice and the eyes of SADC
from all walks of life.

SADC began its formal electoral
observation in June 2006 during the
Parliamentary and first round Pres-
idential elections. Like in the first
round, the redeployment of SADC
Mission also began with the Extra-
Ordinary Meeting of the Ministeri-
al Committee of the Organ (MCO)
on Politics, Defence and Security
Cooperation held on 19 - 20 Octo-
ber 2006 in Kinshasa.

The Mission covered the width
and length of the country thro u g h
field observer teams pre - p o s i t i o n e d
in Kinshasa, Kisangani, Kananga,
Bukavu, Lubumbashi and Mbanza-
Ngugu. The field teams worked in
c o o rdination with MONUC and
other international observers espe-

Polls in DRCongo and Madagascar com
Joseph Kabila

A unifying force in DRC

Excerpts from the

SADC Election Observer Mission Preliminary Statement on DRC Elections

cially the AU and other National
Observer Teams from SADC Mem-
ber States. ...

The SADC Organ on Politics, De-
fence and Security Cooperation and
the SADC region as whole congratu-
late the people of the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo for peaceful and
t r a n s p a rent elections. The ord e r l y
manner in which voters cast their
votes coupled with strict adhere n c e
to the electoral law and pro c e d u re s
made the process unquestionably le-
gitimate and credible. Tr a n s p a re n c y
was particularly ensured thro u g h
the presence of re p resentatives of the
candidates who, at the end of vote
counting, received a signed copy of
certificate of results at each counting
c e n t re.

SADC Electoral Observer Mis-
sion has therefore no reservations
in commending the Independent
Electoral Commission for its efforts
to ensure a successful conclusion of
these complex elections. It is legiti-
mate in this regard, to state that the
29th October 2006 Run Off Presi-
dential Elections of the DRC were
peaceful, transparent, well man-
aged and credible. ... �

Issued on 31 October 2006
Kinshasa, DRC.

was a fierce opponent
of late former Zairean
l e a d e r, Mobutu Sese
Seko.

He attended school
in the United Republic
of Tanzania following
which he went for mili-
tary training in China.

At the time of his fa-
ther's death in 2001, the young Ka-
bila was commander of the DRC
army and took over as president of
the then volatile country. �

President Joseph
Kabila

Transportation of ballot papers in DRC.
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mplete SADC elections calendar
Madagascar votes

MADAGASCAR COM-
P L E T ED southern A f r i c a ' s
2006 elections calendar with
p residential polls scheduled
on 3 December.

The elections attracted a
s t rong field of 14 candidates
vying for the right to lead the
Indian Ocean island for the
next five years.

Incumbent President Marc
Ravalomanana was expected to
win ahead of the 13 challengers
who include one woman -
human rights activist, Elia Rav-
elomanantsoa.

Other candidates were the
former speaker of the National
A s s e m b l y, Jean Lahiniriko; for-
mer church minister, Richard A n-
driamanjato; and Roland Ratsira-
ka, mayor of the port city of To a-
masina and nephew of the for-
mer president, Didier Ratsiraka.

Nominations for candidacy
were confirmed by the coun-
try's High Court on 19 October,
with three other applicants
being rejected.

President Ravalomanana as-
sumed power after defeating
Didier Ratsiraka in the contro-
versial 2002 poll in which both
candidates claimed victory,
until the latter fled to France.

The poll was moved ahead
of the initially scheduled date
at the end of December or be-
ginning of January to avoid dis-
ruption by the bad weather ex-
pected during that period.

Since coming to power in
2002, Ravalomanana has em-
barked on widespread econom-
ic and social reforms that
s t i r red the southern A f r i c a n
country out of decades of reces-
sion. He has won the support of

the World Bank and Interna-
tional Monetary Fund who are
supporting his economic liber-
alisation policies.

In 2004, Ravalomanana led a
bid for his country to join
SADC and the Indian Ocean is-
land was formally accepted
into the regional family at the
25th Summit in Botswana in
2005.

Although current poverty
levels are high, Madagascar's
economic potential is enor-
mous. The country is the
largest producer of vanilla in
the world in value terms, but its
farmers have suff e red fro m
perpetually low commodity
prices.

With an economy largely de-
pendent on agriculture - which
along with fishing and forestry
contributes at least 25 percent

of Gross Domestic Pro d u c t
(GDP) - the island also pro-
duces coffee, cassava, bananas,
maize, sugarcane, potatoes and
rice.

Mining and tourism sectors
have shown signs of recovery
and the government has pro-
jected increases in mineral ex-
ports from about US$100 mil-
lion to US$150 million per year
over the next 10 years. �

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS

Country Last Incumbent Winner Next Term of Last Party Next Term of Year of
elections elections office elections with elections office independance

majority

Angola 1992 J.dos Santos, Dos Santos TBA 5 1992 MPLA TBA 5 1975
MPLA

Botswana 2004 F. Mogae, BDP Mogae 2009 5 2004 BDP 2009 5 1966
DRC 1960 J.Kabila, AMP Kabila 2006 5 2006 AMP 2011 5 1960
*Lesotho 2002 P. Mosisili, LCD Mosisili, PM 2007 5 2002 LCD 2007 5 1966
Madagascar 2001 D. Ratsiraka, M.Ravalomanana, 2006 5 2002 TIM 2007 5 1960

AREMA TIM
Malawi 2004 B. Muluzi,UDF Mutharika,UDF 2009 5 2004 UDF 2009 5 1964
Mauritius 2003 Offmann/by Jugnauth/ by 2007 5 2005 Social 2010 5 1968

national national Alliance
assembly assembly

Mozambique 2004 J. Chissano, A. Guebuza, 2009 5 2004 FRELIMO 2009 5 1975
Frelimo Frelimo

Namibia 2004 S. Nujoma, H. Pohamba, 2009 5 2004 SWAPO 2009 5 1990
Swapo Swapo

South Africa 2004 T. Mbeki, Mbeki, ANC 2009 5 2004 ANC 2009 5 1994
ANC

*Swaziland N/A Barnabas Themba N/A 2003 2008 5 1968
Sibusiso Dhlamini
Dlamini

Tanzania 2005 B. Mkapa, CCM J. Kikwete, CCM 2010 5 2005 CCM 2010 5 1961
Zambia 2006 L. Mwanawasa, Mwanawasa, 2011 5 2006 MMD 2011 5 1964

MMD MMD
Zimbabwe 2002 R. Mugabe, Mugabe, 2008 6 2005 ZANU PF 2010 5 1980

Zanu PF Zanu PF

Southern Africa elections calendar

President Marc Ravalomanana



10 SADC TODAY December 2006

ANGOLA AIMS to be the sec-
ond largest economy in sub-Sa-
haran Africa within the next five
years.

The country's Finance Minis-
ter, José Pedro de Morais, said
Angola has one of the fastest
g rowing economies in the
world, with the estimated rate
for 2006 reaching 20.6 percent,
based on an oil production in-
c rease and recovery in other
economic sectors.

The country's economy has
grown by an average of 12.5 per-
cent and, as a result, its per capi-
ta income is estimated at
US$2,000, which puts Angola in
the group of countries with high
standards of living.

The government's accounts
have improved significantly,
registering a surplus of 8.5 per-
cent of the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) in 2005, up from
1.1 percent in 2004.

A c c o rding to the Minister,
the non-oil sector has seen im-
provements in the agricultural
field, thanks to progress in land-
mines clearance, introduction of
irrigation systems and the social

reintegration of displaced
populations.

The construction sec-
tor is also growing due
to the number of public
and private pro j e c t s

that are being implemented in
all provinces.

A new city, Nova Cidade de
Luanda, is being built south of
Luanda to house four million
people from the overc ro w d e d
capital, to which more than half
of the country's population mi-
grated during the 27-year civil
war.

According to Gabinete de Re-
cons t rução Nacional (National
R e c o n s t ruction Office), which
was set up in 2005 to oversee
Angola's post-war re c o n-
s t ruction programme, Chi-
nese building companies
will undertake the pro j e c t ,
paid for by Angola's oil
wealth.

Another project is the Cabin-
da Urbanisation Project, a pilot
scheme of 44 fifteen-storey resi-
dential blocks to be built near
Cabinda by the China Interna-
tional Fund (CIF).

CIF also has contracts for re-
c o n s t ruction of the Benguela and
Mocamedes railways, some dia-
mond partnerships with the
state-owned Empresa de Dia-
mantes de Angola and some civil
c o n s t ruction projects. �

A BOOMING tourism indus-
try in SADC will contribute
significantly to the socio-eco-
nomic development of the re-
gion, says Namibia's Pre s i d e n t
Hifikepunye Pohamba.

A d d ressing more than 300
delegates who attended the
S A D C - E u ropean Union (EU)
Tourism 2006 Forum in
Namibia, Pohamba said the
tourism potential in the SADC
region is exceptionally high

and offers opportunities for
further development.

Tourism accounts for an aver-
age of 14 percent of the SADC
G ross Domestic Product and 15
p e rcent of regional employment,
a c c o rding to statistics from the
EU-SADC Investment Pro m o t i o n
P rogramme (ESIPP).

Industry players and in-
vestors agreed to join hands in
creating a vibrant tourism sec-
tor.

With the demand for travel
to the region expected to in-
c rease significantly over the
next four years, SADC off e r s
attractive investment opportu-
nities for companies involved
in the tourism, hospitality and
related sectors.

Thousands of tourists are
expected to visit the region in
2010 when South Africa hosts
the soccer World Cup.

The SADC-EU Tourism 2006
Forum gave an opportunity to
tourism promoters and entre-
preneurs to present projects to
European financial institutions
including the European Invest-
ment Bank for funding.

The three-day event was
aimed at facilitating the forma-
tion of business partnerships be-
tween EU and entre p re n e u r s
and investors in the SADC re-
gion. �

Great tourism potential for SADC

China to appoint

Tazara operator
Angola poised for growth

CHINA SAYS it will soon ap-
point a private Chinese entre-
preneur to run the Tanzania-
Zambia Railway A u t h o u r i t y
(Tazara) in partnership with the
Tanzanian and Zambian gov-
ernments.

The Chinese were given a
one-year period to select and
recommend to the two countries
a private firm to operate Tazara.

The move follows conclu-
sion of the World Bank and
Chinese government studies
which have been handed over
to the two countries for recom-
mendation on the way forward
of the privatisation process.

In 2005, the Tanzanian and
Zambian governments, thro u g h
Tazara's Council of Ministers, is-
sued a joint communiqué declar-
ing that the Chinese would be
given a first right of refusal in
considering Tazara's Private Sec-
tor Participation (PSP) options.

A report has since been sub-
mitted to the two governments
with recommendations on how
best PSP could be introduced in
Tazara. �

Striking view ... Luanda at night

CURRENCY CHECKLIST
Country Currency (US $1)
Angola Kwanza (100 lwei) 80.37 Botswana Pula (100 thebe) 6.37 DRC Congo Franc 537.50
Lesotho Maloti (100 lisente) 7.63 Madagascar Ariary 9,305.00 Malawi Kwacha (100 tambala) 137.98
Mauritius Rupee (100 cents) 32.90 Mozambique Metical (100 centravos) 25.86 Namibia Dollar (100 cents) 7.59
South Africa Rand (100 cents) 7.59 Swaziland Lilangeni (100 cents) 7.54 Tanzania Shilling (100 cents) 1,273.00
Zambia Kwacha (100 ngwee) 3,800.00 Zimbabwe Dollar (100 Cents) 250.00

October 2006
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SOUTH AFRICA'S p re s i d e n c y
has introduced a new, interac-
tive website which is expected
to enhance accountability in
the government's highest of-
f i c e .

The website - www.thepresi-
dency.gov.za - allows users to
make suggestions and com-
ments which would be taken up
by the presidency's communica-
tions unit.

A BOTSWANA firm has invent-
ed a fingerprint authentication
devise that is set to bring a new
dimension to cellphone and
computer security.

A c c o rding to Pule Mmolotsi,
owner of Gaborone-based Wo r l d-
wide Technologies, people will
no longer worry about their tele-
phone codes being stolen or oth-
ers reading their private files in
case of shared computers.

With the new system, a per-
son can verify that he/she is the
authentic owner of a cellphone

or computer pin code by placing
a fingerprint on a sensor on the
device. The dialling tone will
automatically come on once the
device identifies the fingerprint
as belonging to the owner of the
phone.

Mmolotsi said he developed
the technology with research as-
sociates from Malaysia.

“The final product is going to
be ready by January next year

and it would be followed by a
launch probably in March,” he
said.

Mmolotsi is currently en-
gaged in a massive campaign to
p romote his product in
Botswana and other countries.

He has also received several
licensing enquiries from compa-
nies in Australia, Ghana, South
Africa and Indonesia. (BOPA) �

B I O - D I E S E L is being considere d
as low-cost alternative fuel for
powering cellphone base stations
as cellular companies targ e t
Africa's rural areas for expansion
of telecommunication services.

With feedstock of gro u n d n u t s ,
pumpkin seeds and palm oils,
the base stations will be cheaper
to operate than stocking conven-
tional diesel generators.

The project is expected to
lower the cost of operating base
stations in rural are a s .

Already cellphone company
MTN has embarked on an ex-
pansion project that has seen it
i n t roduce mobile phones in
rural areas in countries such as
South Africa and Nigeria. (Busi -
ness Day) �

Interactive website for South Africa's presidency
It also offers the public “an

insightful look into the internal
workings of the institution” and
will present the presidency as a
body that “symbolises excel-
lence in government,” accord-
ing to Director-General of the
Presidency, Frank Chikane.

The interactive nature of the
website will allow the media
and academics to engage with
the presidency and use the in-

formation available to ensure
greater accountability.

The website takes Internet
users through the diaries of the
p resident and deputy pre s i-
dent, special projects being un-
dertaken by the presidency as
well as the leaders' thinking on
topical issues such as moral re-
generation, affirmative action,
sexism and the African re n a i s-
s a n c e .

It also provides links to the
websites of all the government
departments, provincial govern-
ments, the six metro p o l i t a n
councils and all of South Africa's
political parties as well as links
to the United Nations, the Euro-
pean Union and others.
(BuaNews) �

Botswana firm invents fingerprint device

New fuel for phones

Cellphone cyberspace

B O T S WANA'S MOBILE
phone industry is about to re-
ceive a major shake-up with the
start of open registration for
cell phone-specific website ad-
dresses.

The general public can now
register websites ending with
“.mobi” as the backers of the
mobile net hope to overturn
consumer apathy.

Only 10 percent of cell
owners use their phones to
surf the net due to concerns

over cost, speed and poor con-
t e n t .

Sites ending “.mobi” are de-
signed for phones and must
meet agreed standards.

The organisation charg e d
with overseeing the domain
name registration, Mobile Top
Level Domain, expects 200,000
mobile sites to be registered in
the next year.

It costs about US$25 to re g i s-
ter a “.mobi” site for a minimum
two-year period. (The Vo i c e ) �

AN ANIMAL ANTIBIOTIC to
c o n t rol internal and external
parasites in livestock has been
developed in Zimbabwe by the
Scientific and Industrial Re-
search and Development Cen-
tre (SIRDC).

The antibiotic, Sird a m e c t i n ,
is being re g i s t e red with the
Medicines Control A u t h o r i t y
of Zimbabwe for commerc i a l
p roduction, and SIRDC is
working with the Medical
C o n t rol Authority of Zimbab-
we to get its manufacturing fa-
cility qualified.

The introduction of the drug
made locally will significantly
reduce the cost of fighting ani-
mal diseases, the SIRDC chief
executive, Robson Mafoti, said,
adding that his organisation is
working with the department
of veterinary services in carry-
ing out an efficacy trial for the
drug.

Large numbers of cattle die
from tick-borne diseases in the
SADC region, especially during
the rainy season.

Mafoti said that Sirdamectin
is one of the most effective ani-
mal drugs ever produced.

"Our animal antibiotic Sir-
damectin will re v o l u t i o n i s e
the agricultural sector. Sird c
continues with its re s e a rc h
agenda in order to come up
with other products, some of
which we shall soon be com-
m e rcialising." �

Animal antiobiotic to
control parasites in
livestock



LEGWAILA SPOKE recently of the key targets
for the coming year and the important role of
the private sector in reaching the targets of the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

“In the past few years, Africa has been ac-
c o rded high priority on the global develop-
ment agenda. I am happy to note that the
years 2005 and 2006 have witnessed many
positive developments in Africa, as well as
s t rong support by the international communi-
t y. The increased international support has re-
sulted in notable commitments in support of
Africa's development in a number of areas, es-
pecially in increased development aid and
debt re l i e f .

“Building on the progress of the past two
years, the most important thing now is to use

the window of opportunity created by the
growing momentum of international sup-

port to turn these commitments into con-
crete results, and to set the African coun-
tries firmly on the path to sustainable
growth and development.

“While 2006 has been called “The Year of Ac-
tion” by the UN Millennium Development Pro-
ject, it is my sincere hope that we will manage
to turn 2007 into the “Year of Results”.

“Meeting the Millennium Development
Goals in Africa will require sustained efforts by
all stakeholders, and the private sector has a
key role to play in this task.

“The Millennium Development Goals and
the development of the private sector are inex-
tricably linked. The existence of a vibrant pri-
vate sector is one of the most important precon-
ditions to growth, poverty reduction and devel-
opment in Africa.

“The Millennium Development Goals cannot
be achieved without the active involvement of the
private sector, through job generation, investment
and promotion of trade. Equally, the Millennium
Development Goals are of great relevance to the
success of the private sector, to the extent that the
need to achieve the goals is spurring countries to
c reate favourable institutional environment, ade-
quate infrastru c t u re, and access to financing.” �
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as the continent's re p re s e n t a-
tive at a key moment in its his-
t o r y, watching over the first
democratic elections that for-
mally ended the system of
apartheid.

Previously, he had served as
the Special Envoy of the Chair-
person of the Frontline States to
the Kingdom of Lesotho.

Legwaila was Botswana's
ambassador and Permanent

A F R I C A I S well re p re s e n t e d
in a top United Nations post
with the appointment of A m-
bassador Legwaila Joseph
Legwaila of Botswana as
U n d e r- S e c retary-General and
Special Adviser on A f r i c a .

Legwaila is well known and
widely respected thro u g h o u t
Africa, and has held key deci-
sion-making positions during
events that were major turning
points for the region and conti-
nent.

He served as Deputy Special
Representative of the Secretary-
General during the delicate
process of Namibia's transition
to independence in 1989 and
1990.

L a t e r, in South Africa in
1993 and 1994, he was the Spe-
cial Representative of the Sec-
retary-General of the Org a n i-
zation of African Unity (OAU),

R e p resentative to the United
Nations in New York for more
than 20 years.

During this period, he also
served as his country's concur-
rent High Commissioner to
Guyana from 1981 and Jamaica
from 1982, and concurrent Am-
bassador to Cuba from 1983; all
until 2001.

He served most recently as
the Secretary-General's Spe-
cial Representative for the
United Nations Mission in
Ethiopia and Eritre a
(UNMEE).

Legwaila is widely known
throughout the UN system, and
is respected for his integrity
and dedication. A notable in-
gredient in his success is his
sense of humour.

Born on 2 February 1937,
Legwaila Joseph Legwaila
began his career as a primary
school teacher in Botswana.

From 1973-1980, he worked
in the Presidency with
Botswana's founding President,
Chief Seretse Khama, before
being posted to New York as
ambassador.

He served three times as
Vice-President of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly – in 1981, 1987
and 1991. He re p re s e n t e d
Botswana on the Security
Council, and served as the
Council President in February
1995 and March 1996.

Legwaila's appointment
was announced by the UN
S e c retary-General, eff e c t i v e
May 2006. He replaces A m b a s-
sador Ibrahim Gambari of
N i g e r i a .

Source: Office of the Special Ad -
viser on Africa, United Nations
(OSAA)
http://www.un.org/africa/osaa/bio.
html �

Legwa il a : “2007 the Year of Results”

Ambassador Legwaila Joseph Legwaila

UN Under-Secretary-General and Special
Adviser on Africa

(Insert) Ambassador Legwaila Joseph Legwaila. UN headquarters in New York
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MOZAMBIQUE AND M a u r i-
tius have revived their 1993
a g reement that will cater for
cultural exchange and pre s e r-
vation of sites of historical im-
portance, as well as account
the joint production and mar-
keting of social, cultural and
artistic pro d u c t s .

Education and Culture
Minister A i res Aly fro m
Mozambique and his Maurit-
ian counterpart Mahendra
G w ressoo. signed the agre e-
m e n t .

The agreement is envisaged
to enhance the development of
i n t e r-governmental pro-
grammes and the interchange
between institutions, academ-
ics and the producers of art and
culture in both countries.

The two countries have
shared some historical experi-
ences dating back to the colo-
nial era. Between 1760 and
1762, slaves were trafficked to
Mauritius from the southern
Mozambican province of In-
hambane.�

youth about regional co-opera-
tion and integration aff a i r s .

The essays are expected to
answer the question: “What do
you think are the causes of
poverty in the SADC re g i o n
and what steps should be taken
by SADC Member States and

non-state actors to eliminate
p o v e r t y ? ”

The winner will receive a
cash prize of US$1,500 while the
first runner-up will get $1,000
and the second runner-up gets
$750.

The 2007 essay competition
has, for the first time since its
launch eight years ago, attract-
ed sponsorship — from the
Southern Africa Trust (SAT ) ,
which is funded by the Depart-
ment for International Devel-
opment (DFID).

The length of the essay
should be between 2,000 and
2,500 words and can be written

in English, French or Por-
tuguese, the three official lan-
guages of SADC.

The essay competition was
a p p roved by the SADC Coun-
cil of Ministers in A u g u s t .

Entries are to be forward e d
to the SADC national contact
point or the Ministry of Educa-
tion in the respective countries.
Deadline for submission of en-
tries is 31 May 2007.

The winners will be award-
ed their prizes during the off i-
cial opening ceremony of the
27th SADC Summit of Heads
of State and Government to be
hosted by Zambia in 2007. �

Mozambique and Mauritius renew
cultural agreement

Reflecting life through art

THE SADC S e c retariat has
launched the 2007 secondary
schools essay competition tar-
geting students within the 14-
member regional economic
community.

The competition aims to in-
c rease awareness among the

SADC rolls out 2007 schools essay competition

THE KINGDOM of Lesotho
marked its 40th independence
anniversary on 4 October with a
new flag that was hoisted to
erase the memories of military
ru l e .

The new flag has thre e
colours — blue for rain, white
depicts peace and green indi-
cating prosperity.

ART IS an important instru-
ment that can be used to build
bridges among the citizens of a
country, between people of var-
ious nationalities and between
generations.

This came out of an exhibi-
tion in Germany in October by
a young Namibian artist, Imke
Rust. The Berlin exhibition was
opened by Namibia’s Ambas-
sador to Germany, Peter Katja-
vivi.

Rust’s Memories exhibition
focused on the absence of her
grandfather who was de-
tained in a camp in South
Africa during the Second
World Wa r.

Katjavivi described the exhi-
bition as raising “wider ques-

tions about the separation of
families.”

He stressed that Namibians
f rom other communities, as
well as people from other coun-
tries, could relate to her work.

Namibia has been thro u g h
many conflicts, had many men
and women detained and sep-
arated from their families.

The ambassador also em-
phasised that it was appropri-
ate to have this exhibition in
Berlin, where families had been
separated in the past.

He praised Rust’s art as “not
being conventional, but power-
ful and provocative”, and “of
making us question our memo-
ries, our societies, and our be-
h a v i o u r ” . �

Lesotho hoists new peace flag

It is inscribed with a cone-
shaped hat worn by the coun-
try's indigenous Basotho peo-
ple.

The flag replaced the one
designed by a military gov-
ernment. The old flag has sim-
ilar colours but portrayed a
shield, a knobkerrie and
spears. �



This document is intended to guide the design and
implementation of gender programmes and
activities in the region over the next five years.
Available from SADC Gender Unit, SADC
S e c retariat, P/Bag 0095, Gaborone, Botswana
Email gender@sadc.int or mmadibela@sadc.int

The Kingdom of Lesotho:
26th SADC Summit 11 - 18 August 2006
Botswana, Gaborone, SADC, 2006
131pp.
This publication highlights the activities of SADC
as part of documentation for the 2006 SADC
Summit held in Maseru. It provides profiles of
SADC's leaders including the most recent, the
President of Madagascar, and the new SADC
Executive Secretary. This is a special issue with
focus on Lesotho, showing its main areas of
economic and social activities.
Available from SADC Secretariat P. Bag 0095
Gaborone Botswana.
E-mail registry@sadc.int.
Website www.sadc.int

Angola National Biodiversity Strategy
and Action Plan (NBSAP)
Angola, Luanda, MINUA, 2006
54pp.
The document presents actions to incorporate
adequate measures into development policies
and programmes to prevent the degradation of
ecosystems and loss of biodiversity.
Available from Ministry of Urban Affairs and
Environment, Avenida 4 de Fevereiro, 30, Caixa
Postal 83, Luanda, Angola.
E-mail minua@snet.co.ao

The report was prepared for UNDP
by the three partner institutions, Nation-
al Statistics Institute (INE), Higher Insti-
tute of International Relations (ISRI) and
Southern African Research and Docu-
mentation Centre (SARDC) Mozam-
bique office.

The document is accessible in full text
and searchable online in English and
Portuguese through the Virtual Library
for Southern Africa at www.sardc.net

Available in English/Portuguese in
one volume from UNDP, Avenida Ken-
neth Kaunda, 131, Maputo, and SARDC
Mozambique, Rua D. Afonso Henriques,
141, Maputo.
Email registry.mz@undp.org
sardc@maputo.sardc.net
Website www.undp.org.mz
www.sardc.net �

THE NAT I O N A L Human Development
Report 2005 shows that Mozambique's
human development indicators are con-
tinuing their upward trajectory as the
Human Development Index, calculated
f rom national data, continues to rise. The
HDI is based on indicators for GDP, edu-
cation, and life expectancy.

This report presents the relevance of
the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) and their close connection with
national development strategies, and re-
flects on the challenges to be faced in
meeting the Millennium targets by 2015.

The document outlines an independent
intellectual reflection on the challenges to-
w a rds reaching the MDGs with conjec-
tures on the strengths, opportunities,
weaknesses and threats that can be detect-
ed in specific targets.

PUBLICATIONS

Our Env i ronment,
Our Wealth

Human Development to 2015:
Reaching for the Millennium Development Goals

Ecological debt: The Health of the
Planet and the Wealth of Nations
by Andrew Simms
UK, London, Pluto Press, 2005
224pp.
This book explores a great paradox of our age:
how the global wealth gap was built on
ecological debts, which the world's poorest are
now having to pay for. Highlighting how and
why this has happened, Andrew Simms shows
what can be done differently in the future, and
what steps we can take to stop pushing the
planet to the point of environmental bankruptcy.
The author was one of the original organisers of
the Jubilee 2000 debt release campaign.
Available from Pluto Press, 345 Archway Road,
London N6 5AA
www.plutobooks.com

Gender-Based Regional Integration Plan:
Strategic Implementation Framework
(SIF) 2006-2010
Botswana, Gaborone, SADC, 2005
2 3 p p .
The Gender-Based Regional Integration Plan:
Strategic Implementation Framework (SIF) 2006-
2010 is a detailed framework developed in line
with the 1997 SADC Declaration on Gender and
Development, the 1998 Addendum on the
Elimination of Violence Against Women and
C h i l d ren, and the SADC Regional Indicative
Strategic Development Plan (RISDP). The
framework was developed by the SADC Gender
Unit with the help of a  stakeholders' consultative
c o n f e rence on the SADC Gender and Development
p rogramme held in December 2005 in Gaboro n e .

THE AFRICA Environment Outlook is
produced by the UN Environment Pro-
gramme (UNEP) in Nairobi through its
Division of Early Warning and Assess-
ment, at the request of the African Min-
isters Conference on Enviro n m e n t
(AMCEN), while monitoring and analy-
sis is undertaken by regional collaborat-
ing centres.

Africa Environment Outlook 2: Our En -
vironment, Our Wealth is inspired by two
landmark documents of the United Na-
tions -- the Brundtland Commission's
report, Our Common Future, and Agenda
21, which emerged from the Earth Sum-
mit, the 1992 UN Conference on Envi-
ronment and Development (UNCED) in
Brazil.

AEO 2 reaffirms the need for sustain-
able livelihoods, and the importance of
environmental initiatives in supporting
them. The theme is “Environment for
Development”.

The collaborating centre for South-
ern Africa is SARDC's I Musokotwane
E n v i ronment Resource Centre for
Southern Africa (IMERCSA), which has
also produced with SADC the forth-
coming Southern Africa Enviro n m e n t
Outlook.

Available from Division of Early
Warning and Assessment (DEWA ) ,

UNEP, P.O. Box 30552 Nairobi 00100,
Kenya or from SARDC.

E-mail cep@sadc.net
africa.coordinator@unep.org
Website www.sardc.net
www.unep.org/dewa/africa
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EVENTS DIARY 2006

November 2006
20-23 Namibia Second Zambezi Stakeholders Dialogue

The Zambezi Action Plan Project 6, Phase II (ZACPRO 6.2) in
partnership with the World Conservation Union's Regional Office
for Southern Africa, Global Water Partnership Southern A f r i c a ,
S A D C / DA N I DA Awareness Programme, the SARDC's
M u s o k o t wane Environment Resource Centre for Southern A f r i c a
( I m e rcsa) and the Institute of Water and Sanitation Deve l o p m e n t
host the second Zambezi Basin Stakeholder Conference to discuss
I n t e g rated Water Resources Management issues in the Zambezi
r iver basin.

December
29 Nov-
1 Dec Zambia Mines 2006

The fourth in a series of sector partnership meetings held under
the EU-SADC Investment Promotion Programme (ESIPP), this
focuses on Mining. It is a forum where promoters and
entrepreneurs from southern African will present a selection of
new and high-quality business development projects in the
Mining sector to European and other international investors.

3 Madagascar Presidential elections
This will be the eighth presidential election held since 1965. Th e
President is elected by direct popular vote for a five - year term and
the country's electoral system provides for a run-off in the eve n t
that there is no clear winner from the first round.

4-5 Switzerland Implementation and follow-up of WSIS
An experts meeting with the theme “Using ICTs to Achieve
Growth and Development” will follow up on resolutions of the
November 2005 conference of the World Summit for an
Information Society (WSIS). The meeting is organised by the
International Telecommunications Union, a specialised agency
of the United Nations.

January
17-20 Ethiopia African Union Summit

The Assembly of Heads of State and Government from the
African Union's 53 member countries will meet in Addis Ababa
for its eighth ordinary session, with the theme “Science,
Technology and Research for Africa's Socio-Economic
Development”. The meeting will be preceded by the Ordinary
Session of the Permanent Representatives and the Ordinary
Session of the Council of Ministers.

20-25 Kenya 7th World Social Forum
The World Social Forum is an annual meeting held by members of
the anti-globalisation movement to coordinate world campaigns,
share and refine organising strategies, and inform each other about
m ovements from around the world and their issues.
Civil society groups will debate and formulate proposals, share
experiences and network for effective action under the theme
“People's Struggles, People's Alternatives”.

February
TBA Lesotho SADC Council of Ministers

Ministers from each Member State sit in Council, usually from
the ministries of foreign affairs, economic development,
planning or finance. The Council is responsible for supervising
and monitoring the functions and development of SADC, and
ensuring that policies are properly implemented, as well as
making recommendations to Summit.

19-24 Cyprus International Conference on the Environment
Organised by Near East University of Cyprus, the conference
aims to bring together around 2000 scholars and researchers
from over 90 countries around the world to discuss
environmental issues from a variety of perspectives. Discussions
will focus on the survival and sustainability of the environment.



OLIVER REGINALD K a i z a n a
Tambo was leader of the A f r i c a n
National Congress (ANC) for 23
years.

His clear vision, quiet dedication
and total commitment, and his con-
summate diplomatic skills, led the
movement through difficult times
of the liberation struggle, the hope-
ful times as the neighbouring coun-
tries gained independence, and
t h rough an extended period of ne-
gotiations that began in the 1980s
when he had the courage to author-
ize contact with the first A f r i k a n e r
delegation that sought meetings with the ANC.

P resident Thabo Mbeki has described
Tambo as the “key architect of our revolution
who carried the South African nation to the eve
of freedom and democracy.”

It is widely acknowledged that Tambo sacri-
ficed his own health and eventually his life to
drive the negotiations, based on the Harare Declaration, which was adopted
by the Organisation of African Unity and the United Nations, and became
the foundation for negotiations that brought an end to the apartheid regime.

“But like Albert Luthuli, OR had a clear vision of a non-racial, nonsexist
and democratic society,” wrote a member of the ANC Executive Committee
in October as commemorations began, leading to the renaming of the main
South African airport.

Nor did he regard himself as a hero, reserving that status for the children
and people in the townships of South Africa whom he believed provided the
courage for the struggle that he knew would, one day, successfully remove
the apartheid system.

O.R., as he was affectionately known, provided the heart and the inspira-
tion to a liberation movement in exile, that eventually carried it through to
the majority rule elections of 27 April 1994, a day he did not live to share as
he died the previous year. But he was home.

He returned to South Africa in 1991 after spending more than 30 years in
exile, and died from a stroke at the age of 75 in April 1993, a year before
South Africa's first democratic elections.

In the decade following 1994, with attention focused on his close friend
and former legal partner, Nelson Mandela, and his personal assistant and
protégé, Thabo Mbeki, sometimes it appeared that the major contribution of
this humble man had been forgotten.

But not by those who mattered, and on his birthday, 27 October, when he
would have been 89 years old, South Africa's main international airport was
renamed OR Tambo International.

Nothing could be a more fitting memorial to Tambo than the busiest air-
port on the continent, the hub of Africa, visited by millions of people every
year.

ANGOLA'S INDEPENDENCE on 11 November 1975, after
almost 15 years of the liberation war, marked a turning point
in southern Africa that eventually lead to the liberation of
Namibia and South Africa.

There followed 27 years of foreign-backed civil war that
drew in the neighbouring countries and sent a flood of
refugees out across the national boundaries.

But Angola's peace after the ceasefire agree-
ment signed in April 2002, was a significant
boost to the growing peace and regional inte-
gration and development in SADC.

Africa's second largest oil-producing coun-
t r y, Angola is enjoying a robust economic
g rowth that leapfrogged to the highest re a l
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth in the re-
gion of 15.6 percent in 2005, and has spurred the
region's growth rate of about six percent.

Thirty-one years ago, on 11 November,
Agostinho Neto of the Popular Movement for
the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) was pro-
claimed the country's first president. In the
capital, Luanda, huge crowds cheered and sol-

diers fired shots in the air as the new flag was raised at
midnight.

THE MOZAMBICAN government plans to erect monu-
ments for its founding President, Samora Moises Machel, in
all provinces by 2011, the 25th anniversary of his death.

P resident Armando Emilio Guebuza made this an-
nouncement during the 20th anniversary of Machel's death
in a plane crash at Mbuzini, in South Africa, on 19 October
1986.

Machel died with 34 others on their return from neigh-
bouring Zambia where they had gone to attend a Frontline
States meeting.

Public holidays in SADC

December 2006 - February 2007

9 December Independence Day Tanzania
10 December International Human Rights Day Namibia
16 December Day of Reconciliation South Africa
22 December National Unity Day Zimbabwe
25 December Christmas Day All SADC
26 December Boxing Day Botswana, Lesotho,

Swaziland, Malawi
26 December Family Day Namibia
26 December Day of Goodwill South Africa
26 December Public Holiday Zimbabwe

1 January New Year's Day All countries
4 January Martyrs' Day Angola, DRC
12 January Zanzibar Revolutionary Day Tanzania
15 January John Chilembwe Day Malawi
17 January Lumumba Hero Day DRC
18 January Kabila Hero Day DRC

1 February Abolition of Slavery Mauritius
3 February Heroes' Day Mozambique
4 February National Armed Struggle Day Angola

A shared future within a regional community

O.R. Tambo International Airport

Angola's independence a
milestone for the region

Mozambique to honour liberator Machel


