
Other intervention areas are the provision of
efficient, cost-effective and safe transport, com-
munications and meteorology systems; and pro-
motion of integrated water resources develop-
ment and management and their equitable shar-
ing for mutual benefit.

Significant strides have been made to improve
the level and quality of infrastructure in the re-
gion in order to attract investment, increase com-
petitiveness and promote trade.

In the area of energy, power pooling has been
at the core of regional initiatives. The plan is to
achieve 100 percent connectivity to the regional
power grid for all Member States by 2012 and to
have at least 70 percent of all rural households
with access to electricity by 2018.

A lot of effort has gone into boosting southern
Africa’s electricity generation capacity, with al-
most 50 short and long term projects currently
underway or earmarked for future development.

continued on page 2
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SADC MEMBER STATES are cooperating on
infrastructure development and have identified
four key intervention areas to drive initiatives in
this area.

Infrastructure support intervention has been
placed at the core of the region’s community-
building agenda and concerted efforts are being
made to ensure the availability of an integrated,
efficient and cost-effective system to sustain re-
gional economic development and trade.

The intervention areas are highlighted in
SADC’s Regional Indicative Strategic Develop-
ment Plan (RISDP)– the region’s 15-year blue-
print.

These include ensuring the availability of re-
liable and cost-effective energy supplies; and use
of tourism to achieve sustainable socio-econom-
ic development and as an incentive for conser-
vation of the region’s natural resources.

Infrastructure development
top priority
for regional integration

by Joseph Ngwawi
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framework at national and re-
gional levels to ensure har-
monised policies and legislation.

A strategic Water Infrastru c-
t u re Development Programme is
being developed, aimed at ad-
d ressing the three pillars of water
for food security, water supply
and sanitation, and water for hy-
d ropower generation.

The SADC Protocol on
S h a red Wa t e rcourses, which
took effect in September 2003
after ratification by two-thirds of
SADC Member States, has been
i n s t rumental in stre n g t h e n i n g
cooperation in joint manage-
ment of the region’s 15 share d
river basins and avoiding con-
flict over water re s o u rces. �

Infrastructure development

routes to the sea via road, rail
and port systems of adequate
capacity. Recent and ongoing in-
vestments are expected to in-
crease the range of choice.

There has also been consider-
able interest in transport corri-
dors, which link ports and their
connecting road and rail sys-
tems to investment in industry,
mining, agriculture and
tourism. The concept is being
rolled out all over the region.
(see p 12-14)

A lot of work has also been
put into facilitating development
of water infrastru c t u re, particu-
larly comprehensive, integrated
basin-wide plans and impro v e-
ment of the legal and re g u l a t o r y

The new projects will in-
crease SADC’s total electricity
generation capacity by more
than 42,000 megawatts (MW)
between 2007 and 2027. Present
combined capacity is only
52,743 MW, of which 45,000 MW
is available for distribution to
consumers.

The ultimate goal is to trans-
form the Southern A f r i c a n
Power Pool (SAPP) from a coop-
erative to a competitive pool
and to create a regional electric-
ity market.

To strengthen self-suff i c i e n-
cy in petroleum and gas re-
s o u rces, southern Africa is also
undertaking joint exploration
and development of these com-
modities.

Cooperation in this area in-
cludes harmonisation of poli-
cies, regulations and legislation
to facilitate cross-border trade,
improve capacity utilisation and
liaison in joint procurement of
p e t roleum products in the
world market.

Robust tourism infrastru c-
ture is also seen as key to deep-
ening regional integration and
development. Among the tar-
gets for SADC Member States is
the introduction of a universal
visa by 2008.

The SADC UniVisa system
will facilitate intra-re g i o n a l
travel through the removal of
visa restrictions and harmonisa-
tion of immigration procedures,
as well as easing the cross-bor-
der movement of international
tourists.

Harmonisation of tourism
and immigration policies, legis-
lation and standards must be
completed by 2008.

Encouraged by the Protocol
on the Facilitation of
Movement of Persons in

SADC signed in August
2005, at least seven
countries in the region
have signed bilateral
agreements to waive

visa re q u i rements for each
other’s citizens.

The region’s transport sys-
tems, particularly the railways,
were initially constructed to ra-
diate from the coastal ports to
provide former colonial powers
with access to and control over
the inland areas. As urban and
industrial centres began to de-
velop, the focus switched to in-
land transport.

H o w e v e r, from a re g i o n a l
perspective, port-based ro u t e s
or corridors continue to be im-
portant for the landlocked coun-
tries, particularly in internation-
al trade. The regional transport
system offers most of the land-
locked countries a choice of
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SOUTHERN AFRICA’ S r a i l-
way network spans the SADC
mainland.

The network covers 36,000
route-kilometres, operates
150,000 freight wagons using
4,000 locomotives and conveys
over 200 million tonnes of traff i c
per year.

The network constitutes the
biggest proportion of the 51,000
route-km in the whole of Africa,
and has an estimated capacity of
350 million tonnes per year.

The steady decline of rail traf-
fic share in the region in the early
1990s and the inability by gov-
ernments to continue financing
subsidies necessitated the adop-
tion of market-based appro a c h e s
to the railway business.

Cost efficiency and the provi-
sion of one-stop seamless servic-
es became the goals.

The heads of all railways in
southern Africa met in 1993 and
a g reed on a Regional A c t i o n
Plan (RAP), with implementa-
tion to be spearheaded by the
Southern African Railway Asso-
ciation (SARA) after its forma-
tion in 1996.

The RAP entailed a redesign
of rail services in line with cus-
tomer requirements and provi-
sion of the service at competi-
tive cost, improvement of pre-
dictability and safety of the rail
transport services and the offer-
ing of a seamless one-stop serv-
ice throughout the region irre-
spective of national borders.

Harmonised standards and
practices were seen as a contribu-
tion to the promotion of trade
within the region as well as on the
international global market by re-
ducing the contribution of trans-
port to the cost of pro d u c t i o n .

Regional cooperation in this
area has revolved around com-
mon and reciprocal replacement
of spare parts on rolling stock,
exchange of equipment includ-
ing pooling of resources to in-
crease utilisation, uniform main-
tenance cycles for equipment
and joint staff training.

While general harmonisa-
tion of practices was re c o g-
nised as key to improved serv-
ices, the variances in the nature
of traffic flows in the diff e re n t
sections of the region meant

Railway network spans 36,000
route-kilometres

that some railways had to work
m o re closely with one another
than with others.

As a result, the various nation-
al railway companies were cate-
gorised into corridor gro u p s ,
each consisting of railways that
formed a route carrying consis-
tently similar flows of traffic.

Eleven corridors were initial-
ly identified but these were later
aligned to some of the regional
economic corridors created to
spearhead development by at-
tracting investment. �
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A N E W partnership framework
is expected to emerge from a
high-level consultative confer-
ence between SADC and its In t e r-
national Cooperating Pa r t n e r s
(ICPs) in the Namibian capital,
Windhoek, on 26-27 April 2006.

The 2006 SADC Consulta-
tive Conference seeks to mo-
bilise resources for the imple-
mentation of the regional com-
munity’s two development blue-
prints. These are the Regional
Indicative Strategic Develop-
ment Plan (RISDP) and the
Strategic Indicative Plan of the
Organ on Politics, Defence and
Security Cooperation (SIPO).

The two strategy documents
identify the main intervention
areas that will drive the region’s
integration and development
agenda over a 15-year period.
They range from socio-economic
development to politics, defence
and security issues.

With milestones that are di-
vided into periods of one year,
five years and 15 years, the blue-
prints are stru c t u red and
aligned to the wider goals, ob-
jectives and implementation
framework of the New Partner-
ship for Africa’s Development
( N E PAD) and the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs).

In addition to helping Mem-
ber States achieve national, con-
tinental and internationally
agreed goals, the strategic plans
play a critical role in positioning
SADC as one of the building
blocks of the African Union, and
a key global player.

The regional plans were
adopted by Summit of Heads of
State and Government in 2003
and launched the following
year. The missing link has been
the partnership that can drive,
sustain and monitor their imple-
mentation.

Under the theme, “Partner-
ship for the Implementation of
the SADC Regional Indicative
Strategic Development Plan and

the Strategic Indicative Plan of
the Organ on Politics, Defence
and Security”, the Wi n d h o e k
Co n f e rence will do pre c i s e l y
that – rally a new partnership
involving member states, SADC
S e c retariat, ICPs, civil society
and the private sector.

“The expected significant
outcome of the Co n f e rence will
be an agreement on a SADC/ICP
New Partnership,” said Balezi
Goalathe, Botswana’s minister of
finance, when he announced the
adoption of the conference theme
document during the Council of
Ministers in Febru a r y. Goalathe
is the current Chairperson of the
SADC Council of Ministers.

The “Windhoek Declaration
on a New SADC/ICP P a r t n e r-
ship”, will be tabled for adoption.
Goalathe said the Conference will
review development cooperation
between SADC and its ICPs, and
determine the way forward in
various areas of common intere s t .

The 2006 Conference has
been structured in a way that

e n s u res optimum interaction
and exchange of views among
delegates. Discussions will dwell
on SADC’s common interven-
tion areas which have been con-
solidated into sub-themes on:
� Trade, Economic Liberalisa-

tion and Development;
� I n f r a s t ru c t u re Support for

Regional Integration;
� Sustainable Food Security;
� Social and Human Develop-

ment;
� Implementation of SIPO;
� HIV and AIDS; and
� Crosscutting Issues such as

G e n d e r, Statistics, Enviro n-
ment and Sustainable Devel-
opment, Private Sector De-
velopment, and Science and
Technology.
Attendance is expected to be

high level, attracting ministers
from Member States and ICPs, as
well as civil society and business
leaders from the region.

The coming on board of
SADC’s two development plans,
which clearly define the regional

community’s development aspi-
rations, has prompted the need
to review development coopera-
tion. The Windhoek Declaration
will specify the roles of all key
stakeholders in future develop-
ment cooperation.

The historic Windhoek Dec-
laration favours a holistic pro-
gramme approach as opposed to
implementation of isolated proj-
ects. The agreement is expected
to mandate a SADC/ICPs Joint
Task Force, consisting of Mem-
ber States and ICPs, to under-
take follow-up activities in order
to realise the objectives of the
new partnership.

While there is no doubt
about Member States’ commit-
ment to funding the RISDP and
SIPO, resource constraints mean
that cooperating partners are
called upon to play a critical
role. The magnitude of the re-
gional plans is such that more
substantive participation by co-
operating partners is needed
than before. �

Towards a new partnership

SADC Consultative Conference 2006

THE CONSULTAT I V E c o n f e r-
ence, which has been stru c-
t u red in a way that ensures op-
timum interaction and ex-
change of views among dele-
gates, will be a combination of
plenary and interactive work-
ing group sessions.

The plenary sessions will be
convened for the official open-
ing and closing sessions. The
opening plenary will include
some speeches, followed by pre-
sentations on:
� The relations between the
African Union (focusing on the
N E PAD Framework) and re-
gional economic communities
such as SADC. The thrust of this
presentation will be to demon-
strate the AU as a continental in-
stitution while the Regional Eco-

nomic Communities (RECs) are
the implementing bodies or
building blocks. Clear synergies
and linkages will be drawn be-
tween NEPAD and the RISDP
and SIPO.
� Overview of the RISDP a n d
the SIPO. This pre s e n t a t i o n
will be a brief overview of the
SADC Vision, Mission and
Common Agenda; the scope
and purpose of the RISDP a n d
SIPO; social, economic and
political situation in the
SADC region; priority inter-
vention areas; sustainable fi-
nancing; implementation and
c o o rdination mechanisms; and
monitoring and evaluation
m e c h a n i s m s .
� The New SADC-ICP Partner-
ship. This presentation will

make a case for the need for a
New Partnership for the effec-
tive implementation of the
RISDP and SIPO. It will outline
the overall goal of the New Part-
nership, its objectives and guid-
ing principles. It will also make
proposals on the effective struc-
ture for dialogue and respective
roles of the key stakeholders in
the New Partnership.

The presentations will then
be followed by open discus-
sions. The interactive working
g roup sessions will deliberate
on the implementation of the
R I S D P and SIPO, in the context
of the sub-themes. The pre s e n t a-
tions will cover the priority in-
tervention areas focusing on the
overall goals, focal areas, strate-
gies and targets. �

Structure of the meeting



New energy pact for the region

SADC HAS taken a decisive
step to avert a looming energ y
deficit by signing a re v i s e d
a g reement that brings in
new players and takes into
account present realities in
the sector.

The agreement, signed on 23
F e b ruary by the Council of
Ministers in Gaborone, is a re-
vision of the 1995 Inter- G o v-
ernmental Memorandum of
Understanding establishing
the Southern African Power
Pool (SAPP).

The revised MOU is an “in-
tegral part of SADC’s efforts to
c reate an appropriate enabling
e n v i ronment for the develop-
ment of the private sector and
f o reign direct investment into
the region,” said Baledzi
Gaolathe, Botswana’s finance
m i n i s t e r, who chaired the
C o u n c i l .

The reconstituted power
pool takes on board private
investors to widen supply
and meet demand that is
rising with industrial gro w t h
amid lack of corre s p o n d i n g
i n v e s t m e n t .

The revised agreement also
recognises other new develop-
ments such as the restructuring
of SADC and its institutions,
particularly the dissolution of
the electricity sub-committee,
and puts in motion a joint effort
by electricity utilities and their
governments to combine re-
sources in the supply of power.

T H E C O U N C I L of Ministers
has approved the 2006/07
budget of US$40.5 million for
SADC institutions and pro-
grammes.

The budget, approved by
Council in February, represents
an eight percent increase from
last year’s US$37.5 million.

The increase is meant to
cater for the newly constituted
SADC Tribunal and financing
of the ongoing re s t ru c t u r i n g

of the Secretariat. The
restructuring process has

centralised manage-
ment at the Secre t a r i-
at in Gaborone, clus-
tering the previous 21
country-based sector

S A P P membership has in-
creased from 10 to 12 countries,
thus covering all mainland
SADC countries. The Indian
Ocean islands of Madagascar
and Mauritius are not parties to
the agreement.

It is estimated that the region
has a combined total installed
generation capacity of 52,743

megawatts (MW) while net gen-
eration output is about
45,000MW.

A generation reserve capaci-
ty of 10.2 percent must be main-
tained but it is feared this may
be exhausted as early as 2007 at
current demand growth levels.

S A P P is now undertaking
e fforts to implement the priori-
ty generation and transmission
p rojects as spelt out in its 2005-
2010 strategic plan. The targ e t-
ed projects are those that are
intended to address the im-
pending deficit in generation
c a p a c i t y.

Priority is also on connecting
the SADC Member States that are
not yet linked to SAPP: A n g o l a ,
Malawi and the United Republic
of Tanzania. Efforts are under-
way to connect the re m a i n i n g
countries to the regional grid.

Another ambitious new pro j-
ect, the Western Corridor Pro j e c t ,
aims to initially interc o n n e c t
power utilities of A n g o l a ,
Botswana, Democratic Republic
of Congo, Namibia and South
Africa, before extending the ini-
tiative to the rest of the region. �

Council approves budget for 2006/07

c o o rdinating units and com-
missions into five dire c t o r a t e s .

The directorates are Tr a d e ,
I n d u s t r y, Finance and Invest-
ment; Food, A g r i c u l t u re and
Natural Resources; Infrastru c-
t u re and Services; and Social
and Human Development and
Special Programmes. A fifth di-
rectorate on Politics, Defence
and Security Affairs was recent-
ly created.

Council allocated re s o u rc e s
to programmes that are critical
to the deepening of regional in-
tegration, poverty alleviation
and sustainable development.

The budget will fund activi-
ties and programmes articulated
in the Regional Indicative

Strategic Development Plan
(RISDP) and the Strategic In-
dicative Plan for the Organ on
Politics, Defence and Security
Cooperation (SIPO).

The two are the development
blueprints of SADC and set out
priority areas for the region over
a 15-year period.

After the SADC RISDP w a s
a p p roved in 2003, the SADC Sec-
retariat spent the first two years
unbundling it into smaller pack-
ages that are easier to implement
and monitor. An implementation
plan was put in place in 2004
with three five-year plans.

The first five-year plan cov-
ering the period 2005-9 was bro-
ken down into yearly business

plans, defining short-term mile-
stones and resource needs.

SADC principal economist,
Angelo Mondlane, said re g i o n-
al integration cannot be
achieved without the interven-
tion are a s .

He stressed that regional in-
tegration is a long and winding
process that must absorb vari-
ous critical issues to be dealt
with by Member States as they
move towards the agreed long-
term objectives.

He explained that before
SADC could create a common
market in 2015, it had to transit
t h rough a free trade area in
2008, and a customs union in
2010. �

by Patson Phiri

SADC ministers sign the revised SAPP agreement. The chairperson of Council,
Botswana's Minister of Finance, Baledzi Gaolathe, is on the left.
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Economic Partnership Agree-
ments (EPAs) are trade and de-
velopment contracts that the EU
is presently negotiating with the
six African, Caribbean and Pa-
cific (ACP) regions: the
Caribbean; Central Africa; East-
ern and Southern Africa; Pacific;
Southern Africa (the SADC
group) and West Africa.

STICKY MARKET access con-
cerns and technical barriers to
trade have generally dominated
economic partnership negotia-
tions with the European Union
but the real challenge for SADC
has proved to be the issue of
overlapping membership.

The EPAs will replace the
trade chapters of the Cotonou
A g reement reached in 2000 be-
tween the EU and the A C P c o u n-
tries. This will replace the one-
way trade pre f e rences under the
Cotonou A g reement with re c i p-
rocal trade arrangements be-
tween the A C P states and the EU,
m o re in line with the World Tr a d e
O rganisation (WTO) re g u l a t i o n s .

Substantive negotiations
started in January 2005 and will
run until June 2007. These nego-
tiations are on market access for
agriculture and non-agriculture
products and fisheries, trade in
services, development coopera-
tion, other trade-related issues
and legal provisions.

They will seek to strengthen
SADC integration in all these
areas and, over time, define a re-
ciprocal trading relationship be-
tween SADC and the EU.

Finalisation of the agreement
should take place by December
2007 and the EPA will enter into
force on 1 January 2008.

The issue of overlapping
membership has forced SADC
Member States to negotiate
under different banners.

Member states with dual
membership of both SADC and
the Common Market for Eastern
and Southern Africa (COMESA)
a re negotiating as the Eastern and
Southern Africa (ESA) re g i o n a l
g rouping. These are the Democra-
tic Republic of Congo, Madagas-
car, Malawi, Mauritius, Sey-
chelles, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

SADC-EU talks were
launched in Windhoek, Namibia
in July 2004, with seven countries
negotiating under the SADC con-
figuration. These are A n g o l a ,
Botswana, Lesotho, Mozam-
bique, Namibia, Swaziland and
the United Republic of Ta n z a n i a .
South Africa participates only as
an observer, after concluding its
own trade agreement with the
EU in the late 1990s.

The ESA g roup met the EU in
Mauritius in February and closed

the first phase of the negotiations
while the SADC group was ex-
pected to hold its Regional
P reparatory Task Force (RPTF)
meeting in late March 2006.

On both groupings much is
yet to be agreed upon with the
EU. Sticking points remain on
Technical Barriers to Trade, San-
itary and Phytosanitary Stan-
dards, Rules of Origin, access to
EU legislation, the effect of the
EU’s farm trade reform, and
fisheries.

Some A C P countries have
complained that they are into the
negotiations without vital infor-
mation on the implication of the
E PAs regime. Important impact
assessment studies are yet to be
done for some, and the con-
straint has been lack of funding.

The divided SADC is expect-
ed to have a negative effect on
the quality and progress of the
negotiations with the EU.

The issue of regional config-
urations is a sore point in the ne-
gotiations, particularly with re-
spect to the ESA group.

The SADC members in the
ESA group have made it clear
that negotiations should not
proceed as if these countries be-
long only to COMESA, reflect-
ing the existence of other region-
al obligations.

The depleted SADC and
loose ESA configurations are
not the best tools for negotiat-
ing deals that can be good for
regional integration. The pro b-
lem has the potential of hold-
ing up the talks until appro p r i-
ate institutional mechanisms
a re in place.

S A D C - C O M E S A re l a t i o n s
will converge with respect to
those states with dual member-
ship of both blocs.

Elijah Munyuki is a Pro g r a m m e
Associate with the Southern and
Eastern African Trade Informa -
tion and Negotiations Institute
( S E ATINI) working mainly on the
E PA negotiations. �

M A L AWI AND M o z a m b i q u e
have signed a preferential trade
agreement, which will strength-
en trade relations between the
two countries.

The agreement re p l a c e s
a 1959 trade pact signed
between Portugal and the then
Federation of Rhodesia and
N y a s a l a n d .

It will facilitate trade in sugar,
m a n u f a c t u red and unpro c e s s e d
tobacco, edible oil, poultry and
p e t roleum products.

Implementation of the agre e-
ment is expected to start in July.
The Malawi-Mozambique trade
a g reement comes at a time when
SADC is working towards a Fre e
Trade A rea target for 2008.

Several countries in the re g i o n
have signed or are in the pro c e s s
of negotiating bilateral agre e-
ments. For example, as part of a
trade pact, Mozambique and
South Africa agreed in 2005 on a
waiver of visa re q u i rements.

The free movement of people,
coupled with the removal of
barriers to trade between coun-
tries in the region, is essential
in achieving economic integra-
tion and closer ties among
member states.

The Mozambique-South
Africa pre f e rential access agre e-
ment is a wide ranging pre f e re n-
tial arrangement regulating mine
l a b o u r, railway and port matters,
and trade. �

Challenge of overlapping membership in
EPA negotiations
by Elijah Munyuki

Malawi, Mozambique sign trade
agreement

Preferential agreement to strengthen bilateral trade in sugar and other products.



Madagascar

Johannesburg

Durban

Air Namibia

Air Malawi

Air Zimbabwe

Kenya Airways
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Air Botswana
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Zambia Airways

Air Mauritius

Air Madagascar

ComAir
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Air Tanzania

Hewa Bora Airways

Lubumbashi

R E G I O N A L C O O P E R AT I O N
in air transport has been
the cornerstone of southern
Africa’s aviation industry,
with activity revolving around
the Johannesburg International
Airport.

J o h a n n e s b u rg airport func-
tions like the regional air traf-
fic “switchboard” thro u g h
which flights to and fro m
other destinations in the re-
gion are dire c t e d .

About four out of every
five trans-boundary commer-
cial flights pass thro u g h
J o h a n n e s b u rg International
Airport, from where passen-
gers are re - routed to their des-
tinations within the region or
e l s e w h e re .

This arrangement has, how-
ever, not been without its own
disadvantages, particularly in
terms of airfares and other costs
to business.

T h e re are no direct flights
between most countries,
meaning that travellers have
to use the circuitous route of
going via Johannesburg. This

There are also costs associated
with time wasted in waiting for
connections from Johannes-
burg.

Safety is paramount in civil
aviation and a project to devel-
op capacity at regional level for
safety oversight is curre n t l y
being developed.

SADC Executive Secre t a r y,
Tomaz Augusto Salomão, told a
meeting of African aviation ex-
perts in January that there is a
need to ensure there are more
direct flights between countries
in the same region.

“Europe has overcome this
undesirable phenomenon with
regular inter-state city to city
flights and it is now possible to
travel from any significant city
in Europe directly to another.
Africa needs to realise such a
dispensation and even adopt a
radical review of its freedoms
of the air,” he said. �

makes it expensive to travel by
air across borders, especially
w h e re countries are neigh-
bours and are a bit further fro m
South A f r i c a .

Route cooperation drives regional air transport
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Air Mauritius is one of the regional airlines which pass through Johannesburg
International Airport.
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Namibia considers water, power rationing

makes the Western Cape vulner-
able because it has no coal re-
s o u rces and is furthest fro m
Mpumalanga where the bulk of
the stations are located.

The province is vulnerable
because the transmission line
connecting it to the national grid
can only take 3,500MW, leaving
a shortfall of 1,500MW.

The cost to the national econo-

my is estimated at more than
US$81 million, according to the
South African Chamber of Busi-
ness.

The South African economy
has expanded at an average of
five percent per annum and, ac-
c o rding to Eskom, demand for
electricity has been growing by
1,200MW a year.

This translates to a need to

NAMIBIA IS taking precau-
tionary measures to save water
and electricity in the face of
power blackouts experienced
by South Africa.

The country’s water utility,
N a m Wa t e r, has warned that
the power shortage could also
a ffect the supply of water
around the country.

N a m Water chief executive,
Vaino Shivute, said the shortage
of electricity was affecting his
company’s ability to pump
water to its customers.

N a m Water and NamPower,
the country’s power utility,
have been meeting business
leaders to inform them of
the electricity shortage and pre-

p a re them for the effects it
could have on them.

One of the options being
considered is the introduction
of load-shedding measures al-
though NamPower managing
director, Leake Hangala, says
such action will only be taken
as a last resort.

The power utility has also
asked mining companies to use
less power to prevent outages.

Hangala said NamPower
planned to invest N$8 billion
over the next four years to
strengthen Namibia’s capacity
to import power from countries
other than South Africa.

Namibia is also working on
long-term projects such as
Kudu gas and Baynes hy-
dropower stations to increase
its power generation capacity.

C u r rent generation capaci-
ty is only 384 megawatts when
all its stations are operating
at full capacity, compare d
to a peak demand of 500
megawatts. �

build one nuclear power station
similar to Koeberg every 18
months.

T h e re has been no invest-
ment in new generation capaci-
ty in South Africa since a 1998
proposal by the department of
minerals and energy to increase
competition in the electricity
sector by reserving 30 percent of
generation capacity for inde-

SOUTH AFRICA’ S We s t e r n
Cape is facing a power crisis
that has also affected Namibia
and Eskom has embarked on a
programme to return the dam-
aged Koeberg nuclear station to
full production.

Rising demand for electricity
caused by high economic
growth, lack of investment in
new generation capacity and
damage at the Koeberg nuclear
station near Cape Town have
t r i g g e red power blackouts in
the Western Cape and Namibia.

Koeberg is a major source of
electricity for Namibia, which
imports about half its power
from South Africa.

South-western parts of South
Africa have been plagued by
power outages since December
2005 when one of the generators
at Koeberg was damaged by a
loose bolt.

Eskom, South Africa’s power
utility company, has announced
plans to repair the nuclear power
plant, which is capable of pro-
ducing about 1,800 megawatts
(MW) of electricity. The We s t e r n
Cape re q u i res about 5,000MW of
electricity to power its industries
and households.

Eskom chief executive, Thu-
lani Gcabashe, said the utility
had acquired a 200-tonne rotor
needed to repair the plant.

A delay is anticipated in
bringing the nuclear station to
full production due to refuelling
and maintenance that will need
to be carried out at the plant. It
is expected to take until the end
of July to finish the mainte-
nance.

Short-term plans to improve
supply to the Western Cape in-
clude securing non-Eskom co-
generators for an additional 80
MW at a cost of US$18.8 million,
and procuring a number of mo-
bile generation plants for an ad-
ditional 100MW in the winter
period.

Most of South Africa’s power
stations are coal-fired, which

Rising demand, low investment behind South Africa’s
power shortages

The Koeberg nuclear station near Cape Town (left) and fuel pools inside the power station (right)

Electricity pylons facilitate regional trade in power



Invocavit Swai, director for
planning at the Ta n z a n i a n
Ministry of Energy and
Minerals, said SADC has
a p p roached the New Partner-
ship for Africa’s Development
( N E PAD) for funding of
the project.

The Tanzania-Zambia inter-
connector project will bring the
United Republic of Ta n z a n i a
into the regional grid.

A feasibility study on the pro j-
ect has already been completed
and construction work will start
once funding is available.

Swai said the new Inter- G o v-
ernmental Memorandum of Un-
derstanding, signed at the SADC
Council of Ministers in Febru a r y,
will enable new private power
utilities such as Independent
Power Tanzania Limited to boost
regional supply of electricity.

Regional body aims to ease Tanzania’s
electricity problems

Gender considerations in rural electrification

THE SOUTHERN A f r i c a n
Power Pool (SAPP) is looking
for funds to help the United
Republic of Tanzania re d u c e
the impact of a power crisis
that has seen the country under-
go a lengthy load-shedding
programme.

In the spirit of regional coop-
eration, SAPP wants the United
Republic of Tanzania to tap into
the Zambian power grid.

GENDER MAINSTREAMING
is one of the key strategies of
ensuring equal benefits for
women and men from infra-
s t ru c t u re projects taking place
in southern A f r i c a .

T h e re is recognition within
the region that, in order to be
meaningful, infrastru c t u re de-
velopment has to address gen-
der disparities in the availabili-
t y, management and usage of
f a c i l i t i e s .

This is aptly captured in
SADC’s Regional Indicative
Strategic Development Plan, a
15-year blueprint for the region,
which advocates for an efficient
and least-cost infrastructure sys-
tem that will unleash the poten-
tial of communities.

Rural electrification has been
one of the strategies employed
to ensure women benefit from
development of infrastru c t u re
in the region.

The target is to have at least
70 percent of rural communities
within southern Africa having
access to electricity. Member
states undertook to implement
rural electrification programmes
between 2004 and 2018, during

which they should meet or
surpass the agreed region-

al target.
Z a m b ia passed a

Rural Electrification
Authority Act in 2003.
About 17 percent of

Zambia’s population has access
to electricity at present and its
Rural Electrification Pro g r a m m e
aims to raise this figure above 50
p e rcent.

Namibia plans to incre a s e
the electrification level to
250,000 households by 2010
while Zimbabwe has extensive
plans to provide electricity to
rural homes and small and
medium rural industries using
funds raised from a levy on
power tariffs.

To empower the rural com-
munities, the Zimbabwe Elec-
tricity Supply Authority pro-

c u res equipment for income-
generating projects, which it
loans out to women and other
g ro u p s .

The United Republic of Tan-
zania is finalising preparations
for the establishment of a Rural
Energy Fund (REF) to be used to
finance rural electricity projects.

The REF will be used to bring
down the cost of investing in
modern rural energy pro j e c t s
and investors will get subsidies
or grants to enable them to co-fi-
nance rural electrification.

The rationale is to reduce in-
vestor risks and improve re-

turns on modern rural energy
investments in the United Re-
public of Tanzania.

Other SADC Member States
have similar programmes to
electrify their rural areas, either
through solar energy or by con-
necting households to national
power grids.

Most rural communities use
traditional sources of fuel such
as firewood for household ener-
gy needs. This is, however, un-
sustainable as it contributes to
deforestation, soil erosion and
land degradation.

Increased deforestation and
lack of accessible fuel sources
force most women to walk long
distances to get firewood.

The consequences are that
women spend a lot of time on
survival activities, which have a
low productive value within
cash economies.

Access to electricity has long-
term benefits to do with health,
poverty reduction, easing of
task loads for rural women.

In addition to efforts to main-
stream gender in the energy sec-
tor, SADC wants to increase par-
ticipation of small-to-medium
enterprises, marginalised com-
munities, the youth and women
in the tourism sector.

This involves programmes to
encourage increased private in-
vestment in tourism projects in
marginalised communities. �

by Patience Zirima

The revised SAPP I n t e r-
Governmental MOU aims to
bring on board member states
that are not yet connected to
the regional power grid and
encourage participation by
private players in electricity
generation.

Due to poor rains, the United
Republic of Tanzania’s energy
production is at its lowest. (East
African) �
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Infrastructure development to incorporate gender mainstreaming



Movement for Democracy,
Wivine Nlandu of Bandundu-Bas
Congo-Kinshasa Holding (BBK-
Holding) and Cathérine Nzuzi
wa Mbombo, leader of Move-
ment for Popular Revolution.

Kasavubu is daughter of the
first post-independence pre s i-
dent, Joseph Kasavubu and has

served as a minister for civil ad-
ministration and also ambassa-
dor to Belgium during the ad-
ministration of the late Laurent
Kabila, father to the incumbent
president.

These will be the first demo-
cratic elections in the DRC since
its independence from Belgium
in 1960.

P revious attempts to hold
elections have faltered due to
armed conflict often triggered
by disagreements on the Consti-
tution and how the vast central
African country should be run.

Conditions for the holding
of democratic elections bright-
ened after the 2003 signing of
an all-embracing peace deal
that ushered in a transitional
government led by Pre s i d e n t
Joseph Kabila.

The transitional government
had until 30 June 2005 to organ-
ise polls, a deadline later moved
to 30 June this year. �

of the Convention of Democrat-
ic Congolese (CODECO).

Others include Jean-Pierre
Bemba of the Movement for the
Liberation of Congo (MLC) and
Etienne Tshisekedi of the Union
for Democracy and Social Pro g re s s .

The three women candidates
a re Justine Kasavubu of the

measuring more than 2.3 mil-
lion sq kms.

Years of war have destro y e d
most of the infrastru c t u re in DRC,
particularly the road network. It is
p resently not possible to join two
major cities by road. The conse-
quence of this is that, while people
a re going hungry in urban centre s ,
t h e re is an abundance of crops in
rural areas that cannot be trans-
ported because of poor roads.

In the North Kivu province in
eastern DRC, people have to leave
their homes with perishable cro p s
and travel long distances to sell
their produce. As a result, most of
these products waste away.

In cooperation with the Wo r l d
Bank and other international fi-
nancial institutions, the DRC
government has embarked on a
p rogramme to rehabilitate roads.

So far, the road linking Kin-
shasa to Matadi, the gateway to
the Congo river, has been reha-
bilitated.

Work is underway on other
major roads such as that connect-
ing the agricultural belt of North
Kivu province to Kisangani in the
eastern province. Kisangani is an
important river port from where
goods are easily moved to Kin-
shasa via the Congo river.

The reunification of the
country also depends on an effi-
cient telecommunications infra-
structure. The DRC had one of
the first mobile phone networks
in Africa, Telecel, which started
operating in the country in the
early 1990s.

Two new private companies
– Celtel and Vodacom – were
installed during the time of
L a u rent Kabila who was the
DRC president between 1998
and 2001.

A c c o rding to Vodacom and
Celtel, more than 50 percent of
people in Kinshasa use mobile
phones. Internet facilities are also
available in the major cities. �

THE FIRST stage of the peace
process in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo (DRC) ends in
June 2006 with the installation
of an elected leadership.

Since the signing of the peace
agreement in South Africa on 17
December 2002, the former bel-
l i g e rents have been trying to
work as a functional govern-
ment should do.

While they are implementing
the electoral process – their
main mandate under the peace
deal – they are also trying to re-
pair what was destroyed during
the civil war. The transitional
government has identified two
priority areas of construction of
roads and the telecommunica-
tions infrastructure.

The main objective is to re-
unify the country, accord i n g
to the Minister of Planning,
Alexis Thambwe Mwamba.
The DRC is a huge country,
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THE DEMOCRATIC Republic
of Congo (DRC) has set 18 June
as the date for its first democrat-
ic elections in over four decades. 

This follows the promulga-
tion of a new Constitution and
electoral law in February and
March, respectively.

Apollinaire Malu Malu, pres-
ident of the country’s Indepen-
dent Electoral Commission, an-
nounced on 9 March that presi-
dential and parliamentary polls
would take place on 18 June and
not 29 April as pre v i o u s l y
planned. The postponement
was due to delays in enacting
the electoral law.

Registration of candidates
was initially set to end on 23
M a rch but was extended by a fur-
ther 10 days to 2 April, with the
country’s Interior Ministry say-
ing some 270 parties had re g i s-
t e red to contest the polls by the
close of the initial deadline.

Aspiring presidential candi-
dates were re q u i red to pay a non-
refundable nomination fee of
US$50,000 while parliamentary
candidates were to pay US$250 to
file nomination papers.

These are part of new meas-
ures contained in the electoral
law and aimed at discouraging
opportunists from contesting
the polls.

“This is to prevent some ad-
venturers from applying,” said
Olivier Kamitatu, president of
the Congolese National Assem-
bly, after the promulgation of
the country’s new Constitution
on 19 February.

At least 27 candidates, includ-
ing three women, have declare d
i n t e rest in contesting for the pre s-
idency of the former Zaire .

They include Pre s i d e n t
Joseph Kabila who will repre-
sent the People’s Party for Re-
c o n s t ruction and Democracy
(PPRD); Azarias Ruberwa con-
testing on a Rally for Congolese
Democracy (RCD) ticket; and
Pierre Pay-Pay wa Syakassighe

DRC polls 18 June the first in four decades
by Juakali Kambale

Focus on roads and telecoms as peace beckons in DRC
by Juakali Kambale

DRC voters waiting to cast their ballots in December 2005 referendum
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THE VIOLENCE of the waters
six years ago washed away a 10-
metre tract of the road, isolating
the Mozambican capital of Ma-
puto from its satellite industrial
city of Matola, about 10 km to
the northwest.

I ro n i c a l l y, nature dealt a fur-
ther blow to both cities by cutting
an alternative road somewhere
else, causing delays for thou-
sands of commuters travelling
daily between the cities. For al-
most two weeks, road travel was
i n t e r rupted, resulting in major
losses to business in both cities.

Maputo was also cut off from
neighbouring South Africa and
Swaziland.

In addition, low-lying areas
of Xai-Xai, 200 km north of
Maputo, remained swamped
by floodwaters of the Limpopo
river for more than two months
after the defensive dykes
were breached.

The year was 2000, and this is
just a microcosm of what hap-
pened throughout the country
during the 2000 floods. When
the waters finally receded and
the counting began, more than
700 people had died, a quarter
of a million people had lost their
homes, and as much as 12 per-
cent of the population had been
seriously affected.

Some 140,000 hectares of cul-
tivated and grazing land was
lost in the floods, about 200,000
head of cattle drowned. Agricul-
ture took severe losses because
of an estimated 90 percent loss
of irrigation infrastructure, and
tellingly, an economy that was
previously growing at a two-

digit rate sputtered to four
percent growth.

At a United Nations
donor conference in
Rome, the Mozambican
government re q u e s t e d
US$450 million for

Mozambique strengthening management of
natural disasters

post-flood reconstruction activi-
ties – not all the money was dis-
bursed.

Six years on, significant in-
f r a s t ru c t u re development has
taken place. In the Limpopo val-
ley the dykes have been shored
up. However, there is still a long
way to go before Mozambique
can deal effectively with
natural disasters.

Climatology history shows
disasters are tied to a cycle, with
floods and droughts.

Scientists are well aware that
one way to forestall the insidi-

ous cycle is putting infrastruc-
ture such as dams in place. The
rationale is that during the rainy
season the dams would hold the
bulk of the water flowing into
the sea, which would prevent
flooding; and then the same
water could be used for irriga-
tion purposes during the dry
season.

The Mozambican govern-
ment has proposed a hy-
dropower scheme, the Mphan-
da Nkuwa dam, 70 km down
s t ream of the Cahora Bassa
Dam. The Mphanda Nkuwa

dam is expected to be one of the
most competitive re g i o n a l
power projects in southern
Africa, and a priority project for
the New Partnership for Africa's
Development (NEPAD).

With the region preparing to
face a power deficit by next
year, the Mphanda Nkuwa dam
would help to avert the impend-
ing power crisis. The hy-
dropower project is expected to
generate 1300 megawatts (MW)
at a total cost of approximately
US$2 billion.

The Mozambican govern-
ment is in the pro m o t i o n
phase of the project to attract
potential investors from around
the world.

The project was also select-
ed on the basis of its low unit
generation cost and its addi-
tional function to provide re -
regulation for Hydro Cahora
Bassa. Development of Mphan-
da Nkuwa is supposed to en-
able Hydro Cahora Bassa to in-
c rease the value of the energy it
p roduces by producing more
during peak hours and less
during low-tariff periods. This
is currently not possible due
to the re q u i rement to maintain
a river level variation at a cer-
tain level.

But the Mphanda Nkuwa is
just one such project. Owing
to its geographical location,
Mozambique lies downstre a m
of most regional rivers and is
m o re prone to floods because
of its low capacity to hold
w a t e r.

T h e re f o re, investment in
dams can forestall the cycle of
disasters and spur development
not only in hydro p o w e r, but
also in agriculture. It is critical
that the violence of the waters
be harnessed in order to boost
and sustain regional economic
development. �

by Bayano Valy

The strong earthquake that hit Mozambique on 23 February 2006 measured 7.5 on
the Richter scale. The epicentre was at Espungabera, Mossurize district in
Mozambique’s Manica province but the tremors were felt throughout central and
southern Mozambique, and as far as Botswana, South Africa, Swaziland, Zambia
and Zimbabwe. Earthquakes are a common occurrence in Africa’s Great Rift Valley,
which stretches from Eritrea to the Save river in central Mozambique, but this was
the first one to occur at its southern tip. Tremors in the valley are normally felt up
to 1,000 km from the epicentre due to unique rocks in the area. The mostly
homogenous rock above the junction of the South African plate and Somali plate
offers few obstacles for travelling seismic waves.
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SOUTHERN AFRICA is pro j e c t-
ing a cereal deficit of about 1.07
million tonnes during the
2005/06 agricultural season and
countries with shortfalls will
have to rely on intra-re g i o n a l
trade to meet their consumption
re q u i rements for this year.

Preliminary figures released
during the SADC Council of
Ministers in February show an
overall cereal supply for the
2005/06 marketing year of 30.94
million tonnes, made up of
about 26 million tonnes of gross
harvest and 4.68 million tonnes
of carry-over stocks.

This is insufficient to meet a
regional re q u i rement of 32.01
million tonnes of cereals and the
shortfall is almost equivalent to
the 2004/2005 deficit of 1.11 mil-
lion tonnes.

A c c o rding to the SADC Food
Security Early Warning System,
all SADC countries, except South

Region forecasts a million tonne cereal deficit

Africa, are assessed with overall
c e real deficits, ranging fro m
100,000 tonnes in Zambia to 1.62
million tonnes in Zimbabwe.

The region is, however, pro-
jecting a maize surplus of about
2.28 million tonnes in 2005/06, re-
sulting from significant incre a s e
in maize production and huge
carry-over stocks in South A f r i c a .

Shortfalls are expected in all
the other cereal crops, including
wheat (2.18 million tonnes), rice
(1.05 million tonnes) and
s o rghum/millet (121,000 tonnes).

South Africa has surplus
maize assessed at 5.46 million
tonnes. Price and other factors
permitting, the maize surplus in
South Africa is more than enough

to cover import needs of the
other Member States.

SADC Member States had
made plans to import 5.56 mil-
lion tonnes of cereals by mid-
January 2006, including intra-re-
gional imports of maize mainly
f rom South Africa.

SADC Executive Secre t a r y,
Tomaz Augusto Salomão, told
journalists ahead of the Council
of Ministers in February that
about 10 million people will
need humanitarian assistance
in the region.

“ C u r rent reports indicate
that the number of people in
need of humanitarian assis-
tance has gone up from 9.71
million people to 10 million
people since the A p r i l / M a y
2005 vulnerability assessments
in the six countries of Lesotho,
Malawi, Mozambique, Swazi-
land, Zambia and Zimbabwe,”
said Salomão. �

“Our health and agricultur-
al authorities at all levels are
c o o rdinating efforts to evalu-
ate the risks, prevent and pre-
p a re for the outbreaks includ-
ing surveillance, public aware-
ness creation on the flu to
avoid anxieties, as well as shar-
ing information, expertise and
facilities,” said Sianga.

Ministers responsible for
agriculture, health, wildlife and
livestock in SADC Member
States met in April in South
Africa to consider the SADC
Avian Influenza Epidemic Pre-
paredness Plan.

Avian flu, also known as
b i rd flu, is a disease that nor-
mally attacks birds and is be-
lieved to be caused by the
H5N1 virus. The virus is an In-
fluenza A subtype that occurs
mainly in birds and is highly
contagious among the species.

Bird flu does not spread eas-
ily among humans, but there are
some fears that the virus could
mutate to a more deadly strain
communicable among humans.

Migratory wild bird species
a re thought to facilitate the
long-distance spread of the dis-
ease from Asia and Europe. �

Drought insurance cover for Malawi farmers

SADC MEMBER States are co-
operating on ways of curtailing
the impact of the avian flu viru s
in the region and health authori-
ties have taken measures to pre-
vent the spread of the disease.

These measures include bans
on imports of poultry products
in some countries and mobilisa-
tion of resources to facilitate dis-
ease diagnosis and surveillance.

Stephen Sianga, Director of
Social and Human Development
and Special Programmes at the
SADC Secretariat, said the region
is ready to deal with a possible
t h reat posed by the avian influenza.

SMALLHOLDER FA R M E R S
in Malawi are set to benefit from
a new pilot programme that
gives them access to agricultural
loans and risk cover in the event
of drought.

The programme was launched
at the end of last year and seeks to
boost the farmers’ ability to re c o v-
er from the effects of dro u g h t s .

Malawi's National Small-
holder Farmers' Association and
the Insurance Association of
Malawi designed the scheme,
with the support of the World
Bank and the Opportunity Inter-
national Network.

The insurance will help
farmers to obtain the financing
necessary to get certified seeds,
which can produce incre a s e d
yields and revenues, with
g reater resistance to disease.

The Drought Insurance P i l o t
P roject will give small-scale
farmers an opportunity to get
loans from banks and have
their money secured when
t h e re is dro u g h t .

If there is a drought that ne-
cessitates a payout from the in-
surance contract, funds will be
paid directly to the World Bank
to pay off the farmers' loans.

Nearly 900 farmers in four
areas will participate in the pilot
phase of the programme, which
covers groundnuts. If success-

ful, the project could be scaled
up to include other crops, such
as maize, and may be intro-
duced in other parts of Malawi
and Africa.

"This project is being imple-
mented for the first time in
Malawi and there are likely to
be a lot of challenges. One major

challenge is that the rainfall pat-
tern in Malawi is not equal. So it
will still happen that some farm-
ers will not harvest enough to
ensure that they repay the loans
as required," said Duncan War-
ren, crop production director for
the National Smallholder Farm-
ers' Association. �

Harvesting wheat in the SADC region

Southern Africa prepares Bird Flu plan



Beira and Zambezi
Development Corridors
The Beira and Zambezi development
corridor initiatives aim to develop an
economic region linking Malawi,
Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe,
anchored to the port of Beira.

Key objectives are to re - e s t a b l i s h
and upgrade the infrastructural linkages
inland. Infrastructure development proj-
ects include upgrading of Beira port,
electricity supply, gas and liquid fuel
pipelines; the proposed Harare-Beira toll

road, the Harare-Beira railway
line upgrade and upgrade of
airports.

Projects already being im-
plemented include the Sena
railway line commissioned in
2004. Development of the Shire
and Zambezi rivers into navi-
gable waterways is a strategic
p roject aimed at incre a s i n g
transport options for access to
the sea for landlocked Malawi.

The implementation of a
number of natural re s o u rc e s -
based projects include re-
opening of Moatize coking

coalmine and development of a thermal
power station, agricultural develop-
ment in Dondo and Chimoio, as well as
tourism in the Eastern Highlands of
Zimbabwe and the Zambezi Va l l e y.

Limpopo Development
Corridor
This initiative by Mozambique, South
Africa and Zimbabwe (and ultimately
Botswana and Zambia) is spatially fo-
cused on the Limpopo river basin. The
primary development and investment
focus areas are in the agriculture, mining
and mineral processing, tourism, and re-
lated infrastructure sectors.

The mining and mineral processing
projects are focused on mineral sand de-
posits at the Limpopo river mouth. Re-
habilitation and expansion of irrigated
agricultural development in the Combo-
mune-Chokwe area is in progress.

A p rogramme has been implement-
ed to rehabilitate the irrigation infra-
s t ru c t u re and work is underway to re -
establish sugar growing and pro c e s s i n g
activities at Maragra Sugar and at Xina-
vane Sugar.

The initiative also aims to establish a
nature-based tourism development zone
of some 260,000 sq km. This will include
the key anchor projects of the Gre a t
Limpopo Trans-Frontier Park.

Lubombo Spatial
Development Initiative
The Lubombo SDI covers eastern Swazi-
land, the southern part of Maputo
province in Mozambique and the north-
eastern areas of KwaZulu Natal in South
Africa. At its epicentre is the develop-
ment of new roads and upgrading of
others to open up the area to agriculture
and tourism uses.

The Lubombo region has six major in-
terlocking ecosystems. The area has
g reat diversity of plant and bird l i f e ,
game reserves and an extensive un-
spoiled coastline.

The natural resources include coastal
lakes such as the St Lucia Wetland Park,
which is a World Heritage site, and a
range of archaeological sites.

The climate and soils in the Lubombo
area combine to provide an excellent en-
vironment for agriculture and there is a
thriving sugar and forestry industry.

Tourism projects planned in the area
are the Machangulo Peninsula and Ma-
puto Elephant Reserve, and Trans-Fron-
tier Conservation Areas.

CORRIDORS ARE the focal point for regional development
initiatives. Initially based on transport routes, the corridors
are critical to the achievement of the region’s economic and
political objectives. This is particularly so given that almost
half of the SADC Member States are landlocked and require
efficient regional transport links for access to the sea.

Over the past decade, the corridors have become micro-
cosms of regional integration as manifestations of initiatives
targeted as regional development within the framework of
Spatial Development Initiatives (SDIs).

We profile some of the corridors in this issue.
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Cabeça do velho, “old man’s head”, a prominent feature near
Chimoio in the Beira Corridor.

Cahora Bassa dam in the Zambezi corridor is a major source of
hydroelectric power for the region.

Bridge infrastructure such as this one over the Limpopo river
facilitates movement of people across the region.

The Lubombo Spatial Development Initiative is home
to diverse wildlife resources.



Mtwara Development Corridor
The Mtwara Development Corridor falls
within the territories of Malawi, Mozam-
bique, the United Republic of Tanzania
and Zambia.

The corridor runs from the port of Mt-
wara in the east to Mbamba Bay in the
west on Lake Malawi. Transport pro j e c t s
include expansion and upgrading of the
Indian Ocean port of Mtwara, and the
ports of Mbamba Bay and Manda located
on Lake Malawi/Nyasa/Niassa. Other
p rojects include upgrading of Mtwara A i r-
port, and road and railway infrastru c t u re .

The Unity Bridge, proposed across
the Rovuma River, will contribute signif-
icantly to improved road network con-
nectivity within the region. Other impor-
tant projects are the Mchuchuma Ther-
mal Power Station, the Mtwara-Mbamba
Bay petroleum pipeline and Songo
Songo gas.

Maputo Development Corridor
The Maputo Development Corridor
was the first of the SDIs to be imple-
mented in 1995. It links Gauteng
p rovince of South Africa to the port of
Maputo in Mozambique.

Developments along the corridor
have focussed on rehabilitation and up-
grading of the traditional trade and
transport links as a basis for broad eco-
nomic development. The road, railway
and port infrastructure and operations
have been concessioned in Mozambique.

Private sector participation plays an
important role in the corridor, particular-
ly investment in the construction of a toll
road linking Witbank in South Africa to
Maputo (the N4 toll road), and the im-
provement of rail and port operations in
Mozambique.

Other major private sector investments
include the Mozambique A l u m i n i u m
Smelter (MOZAL), the Maputo Iron and
Steel Plant, Beluluane Industrial Park and
various natural gas industry projects. It is
estimated that the corridor develop-
ments have created over 15,000 jobs.

The Maputo Corridor Logistics Initia-
tive (MCLI) was launched in 2004 as a
public-private sector partnership to cre-
ate greater awareness and utilisation of
the corridor. The MCLI has emerged as
one of the most vibrant and inclusive
p r i v a t e - s e c t o r-driven corridor institu-
tions in southern Africa.

Walvis Bay Corridor
The Walvis Bay Corridor
serves the central and south-
ern parts of SADC, via the
Trans-Kalahari Corridor link-
ing Botswana, Namibia and
South Africa, and via the
Trans-Caprivi Corridor con-
necting Namibia and Zambia
to Zimbabwe and the DRC. It
also links Angola and Namibia via the
Trans-Cunene Corridor.

Due to its location and efficiency, the
port of Walvis Bay offers substantial reli-
ability gains for time-sensitive cargo. Ini-
tiatives within the corridor have fo-
cussed on strategies to strengthen effi-
ciency of the corridor transport systems
along its three arms.

Initial development efforts focussed
on the Trans-Kalahari Corridor.
Botswana, Namibia and South A f r i c a
have already concluded an agreement to
strengthen use of the corridor.

The northeastern arm, the Tr a n s -
Caprivi Corridor, was completed in 2004
with the opening of a new
bridge at Katima Mulilo and
p rovides an alternative import-
export route for the Coppper-
belt and for agricultural and
a g ro - p rocessing industries in
the DRC and Zambia.

The Trans-Cunene Corridor
has great potential as a supply
route for the infrastru c t u re and
economic rehabilitation of
southern A n g o l a .

Walvis Bay has been
ranked among the best three
harbours in Africa since 2000.
In 2003 the UN Conference for
Trade and Development (UNCTA D )
chose it as a model corridor on the
African continent.

Tazara Development Corridor
The Tazara Corridor (also called the Dar es
Salaam Corridor) is a strategic artery link-
ing southern Africa with east and central
Africa. There is increasing traffic on this
route from two directions: from South
Africa, Zimbabwe and Zambia in the
south, and from the Nacala Corridor in
Malawi and Mozambique. The traffic is
l a rgely sugar, cement, fuel and machinery.

The Tazara Corridor, which pro v i d e s
the shortest distance by rail from the Cop-
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Kitulo National Park in the Mtwara Corridor has outstanding
botanical diversity.

The N4 toll road links Maputo and Witbank.

Walvis Bay Corridor is rated a model corridor in Africa.

Tazara Corridor is the shortest distance by rail from Zambia’s
Copperbelt to Dar es Salaam port.



perbelt to a port, is owned by the United
Republic of Tanzania and Zambia. The
corridor traverses some of the most fertile
land in southern Tanzania and northern
Zambia, and has potential for agriculture ,
tourism, mining, forestry and fishing.

Nacala Development Corridor
The Nacala Development Corridor aims
to develop an economic corridor linking
landlocked Malawi to the port of Nacala
in Mozambique. About 70 percent of
Malawi’s population lives  in the corridor.

T h e re is need to expand and
rehabilitate the transport infra-
s t ru c t u re to unlock the invest-
ment potential in the corridor.

Railway systems in Malawi
and Mozambique have alre a d y
been concessioned and re h a b i l i-
tation work has started on sec-
tions that are in poor condition.

Swaziland/South Africa
Tourism and Biodiversity
Corridor (STBC)
The south-eastern part of
Mpumalanga province in South
Africa and western Swaziland
a re endowed with rich plant
and animal species, ancient ge-
ology and arc h a e o l o g y.

The Barberton Greenstone
Belt rocks in the area evolved
between 3.5 and 3.2 billion
years ago, making them the
second oldest in the world. T h e
STBC aims to combine these
a reas into a contiguous band for
the protection of ecosystems,
species and geology. The strate-
gic objective is promotion of

sustainable and collaborative socio-eco-
nomic development.

Specific objectives aim to utilise
tourism and conservation potential, and to
i n c rease the benefit  to rural communities.

Okavango Upper Zambezi International
Tourism (Ouzit) SDI
The Ouzit was initially conceived and
presented as a wildlife sanctuary to be
located within the context of the Oka-
vango and Zambezi wetland systems.
The project centred on a core develop-
ment area comprising 260,000 sq km in-
corporating game parks in A n g o l a ,
Botswana, Namibia and Zimbabwe.

I n f r a s t ru c t u re development pro j e c t s
within the SDI comprise of the network-
ing of the inland park regions, the fast-
tracking of improvements to the air traf-
fic and transport infrastructure in partic-
ipating countries, and establishment and
management of a logistics platform
linked to the improved regional air
transport system. The Ouzit SDI con-
nects to the Namibe Development Corri-
dor in southern Angola.

Lobito Development Corridor
The Lobito Development Corridor pro-
vides a strategic outlet to the sea thro u g h
Angola for much of the DRC and Zambia,
and is the shortest route linking the major
mining regions to their export markets.
The corridor serves several regions of A n-
gola, about 40 percent of the population.

The main transport infrastructure is
the port, the Benguela Railway line and
the roads to the DRC and Zambia. Criti-
cal initiatives are the ongoing rehabilita-
tion and upgrading of the Benguela Rail-
way and the port of Lobito. The other
key element is the rehabilitation of the
existing road network that extends for
about 1,800 kilometres.

North-South Corridor
This is a transport corridor linking South
Africa to countries to its north and is the
busiest regional transit link in eastern and
southern Africa. The North-South Corri-
dor (also known as the Durban Corridor)
is also the most extensive corridor in the
region, linking the largest number of
countries in eastern and southern Africa.

It connects eight countries and inter-
links to other corridors including the
Trans-Kalahari, Beira, Lobito, Dar es
Salaam and Nacala corridors.

This corridor is critical because South
Africa is the largest African trading part-
ner for most of the countries in the re g i o n
and the port of Durban handles a signifi-
cant portion of transit traffic for the land-
locked states. Key infrastructure is the
port, the roads and the railway lines. The
port of Durban has the largest capacity
among regional ports.

While the corridor is a strategic ro a d
route, rail transport handles a significant
amount of cro s s - b o rder freight traffic. The
opening of the Beitbridge-Bulawayo rail-
way link in 1999 contributed significantly
to reducing railway distances. �
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Lake Malawi/Nyasa/Niassa in Nacala Development Corridor

An aerial view of part of the vast Okavango delta.

North-South corridor to and from Durban, a busy regional
transport link.

Air travel is a catalyst to regional trade and tourism.



SOUTHERN AFRICA’S reasonably well-
developed infrastructure and diverse natu-
ral resource base have the potential to play
a leading role in driving Africa towards a
more prosperous 21st century.

Aw a reness of past mistakes, together
with new opportunities, demands that a
f resh look be taken at the roles that gov-
ernments or public sector agencies and the
private sector should play in pro v i d i n g
m o re efficient and more responsive infra-
s t ru c t u re for Africa’s development. The
challenge is to determine those areas in
which competitive market conditions
can work and those that re q u i re public
intervention.

The Development Bank of Southern
Africa (DBSA), through partnership and
mobilization of its resources, contributes to
this leadership opportunity through the
funding of necessary supporting economic
infrastructure. It is through this growth-
driven strategy that the DBSA intends to act
as catalyst for the common vision of an em-
powered and integrated region.

The effective and integrated delivery of
financial and non-financial (or knowl-
edge) products and services is at the heart
of the DBSA.

The Bank’s ability to combine financial
support and development knowledge is
what sets the DBSA apart from commercial
funding institutions. Through its unique
product and service offering, the DBSA is
able to address the needs of clients and po-
tential clients in a comprehensive and sus-
tainable manner.

In this context, the DBSA plays a triple
role of Financier, Advisor and Partner to
mobilize finance and expertise for infra-
structure and development projects.

Smart Partnerships deepen
development impact
As a partner, the Bank leverages private,
public and community players in the devel-
opment process. By combining forces and
sharing resources we are able to enhance
the commercial viability of our pro j e c t s
whilst at the same time deepening the pro-
ject’s development impact.

The Bank’s involvement in the Maputo
Port Rehabilitation Project, as the first Port
Public-Private Partnership on a Build Oper-
ate Transfer (BOT) basis in southern Africa,
provided significant comfort to private and
institutional lenders. DBSA’s role, in addi-
tion to partly funding the project, included
facilitating participation of other lenders
and contributing to structuring of the deal
to ensure its bankability.

The Bank’s insistence on inclusive, trans-
p a rent, participatory planning pro c e s s e s
often contributes significantly to the success
of the projects it supports, and has enabled
the DBSA to build a cohesive network of
key players in the region.

The DBSA’s participation in large, com-
plex projects such as the Mozal Smelter, the
N4 Toll Road between Witbank and Ma-
puto, the Marromeu Sugar project and the
Lesotho Highlands Water project has result-
ed in the strengthening of re l a t i o n s h i p s
with commercial and development finance
institutions.

Where commercial banks’ participation
is limited because of the tenor of the loan or
the perceived riskiness of the project, the
DBSA will partner with its sister Develop-
ment Finance Institutions (DFIs), donor
agencies and the Multi-lateral Lending
Agencies (MLA).

It is this recognized relationship with the
international DFIs, amongst others, that
won the DBSA the mandate to lead, arrange
and underwrite the ZAR1.47 billion DFI
tranche of the Sasol Gas Pipeline Project.

Smart Money targets sustainable
development
The DBSA aims to be a source of “smart
money” in southern Africa that will im-
p rove the financial and operational eff i-
ciency of both public and private compa-
nies to enhance economies so the
region can become further integrated,
m o re competitive, better developed and
w e a l t h i e r.

“Smart money” refers to funds that are
directly targeted at addressing the develop-
ment needs of the region in a sustainable
manner. This implies structuring finance in
a way that addresses needs and, in some
cases, this may involve an appropriate mix
of non-investment funds such as technical
assistance for capacity-building or knowl-
edge products.

To deliver on its mandate to promote
economic development in southern and
South Africa, the DBSA focuses on those
economic sectors that provide an enabling
environment for development and private
sector involvement, and that contribute
most to regional integration.

In this re g a rd, the Bank has been
focusing primarily on power, telecommu-
nications, transport, tourism, mining,
agri-industrial, commercial and financial
s e r v i c e s .

The DBSA has financed over 60 perc e n t
of the public power utilities operating in
the region and the commitment beyond fi-
nancing is illustrated by the longstanding
relationship with Zambia Electricity Sup-
ply Corporation (ZESCO). Since 1998, the
Bank has assisted ZESCO overcome many
challenges, through investment and
extensive technical assistance, with the
result that today ZESCO is a commer-
cialised utility looking to tap commerc i a l
markets.

The DBSA’s cumulative commitments in
SADC exceed US$ 1.2 billion, and comprise
medium and long-term finance in a range of
currencies for both public and private insti-
tutions and projects.

The distinct ability to invest in both
public and private sector projects means
that the DBSA can offer compre h e n s i v e
solutions to the region’s development
needs.

Expanding the frontiers of delivery for sustainable development

The Development Bank of Southern Africa,
in partnership with NEPAD

DBSA in Midrand, South Africa

“Partnership is a
fundamental principle…

DBSA believes that
development is co-created

with others.”

April 2006 SADC TODAY 15



Developing local financial
markets for economic growth
In addition to providing limited re c o u r s e
funding with long maturities, the DBSA i s
able to credit enhance projects by underwrit-
ing some of the financing (thus pro v i d i n g
comfort to the market) or by providing a par-
tial risk guarantee on a bond issue where
t h e re may be a lack of investor appetite or the
pricing does not adequately reflect the risk.

The objective is the development of local
capital markets, seen as a prerequisite to un-
lock local capital to achieve sustainable eco-
nomic growth. This will also reduce the en-
terprise’s exposure to foreign exchange risk,
a barrier to doing business in the region.

DBSA has been involved in bond issues
in SADC, such as the Lunsemfwa Hydro
Power Company’s US$7 million corporate
bond issue in early 2004 in Zambia.

Also in 2004, together with the Interna-
tional Finance Corporation (IFC), the DBSA
structured and provided the City of Johan-

ed Republic of Tanzania, and Zambia. In addi-
tion to the impact that longer term financing
o ffers to local economies, the DBSA e n s u re s
that its activities are complemented by skills
transfer and capacity-building of its partners.

With NEPAD in support of
regional integration
The DBSA is recognised for its ability to pro-
vide financing using innovative instru-
ments, ensuring that its participation pro-
vides comfort to private investors. This has
positioned the Bank as anchor financier and
as an ideal conduit for international funds
directed to NEPAD projects.

Through its African Partnership Unit, the
Bank can provide an early review of NEPAD
projects and advise on the criteria necessary
for projects to achieve bankability. If neces-
sary, the DBSA is able to grant technical and
preparatory assistance by way of the joint
Project Preparation Facility in partnership
with Agence Française de Développement.

Regional projects that have received sup-
port through this initiative include the East
Africa Submarine Cable Project and the
Zambia-Tanzania-Kenya Inter-connector.

Having the NEPAD Secretariat housed in
the DBSA ensures that the Bank remains well
informed and very close to NEPAD.

A regional partner of choice
D B S A’s unique ability to provide long-term fi-
nance in a number of currencies to both the
private and public sector, combined with its
appetite and mandate to take risk and its
b road focus on financing viable projects to pro-
mote socio-economic development, ensures its
position as the regional partner of choice.

An excellent network and re l a t i o n s h i p s
with key players in the region, combined with
vast experience and in-depth understanding
of the challenges in financing infrastru c t u re
development, ensures DBSA a central role in
realizing the common vision of a region free of
p o v e r t y, inequity and dependency. �

nesburg with a 40 percent partial guarantee
for a 12-year bond issue worth R1 billion.
The Bond had a higher credit rating than the
M u n i c i p a l i t y, allowing Johannesburg to
issue at a longer maturity with a substantial-
ly lower spread.

Given the need for capital markets devel-
opment, the DBSA has reoriented itself to in-
clude financial advisory and arranging serv-
ice for clients wishing to raise funds and
broaden their capital base. The importance
of local enterprise in creating employment
and broadening the tax base is often under-
mined by the lack of appropriate capital to
support long-term investments.

The DBSA attempts to play a major role in
removing this constraint to enterprise devel-
opment in SADC by providing long-term
c redit lines to strong financial intermediaries
with the capacity and specific mandate to sup-
port this sector of the economy.

D B S A has extended several credit lines to
intermediaries in Angola, Mauritius, the Unit-

Investor
To contribute to the delivery of basic
services and promote economic grow t h
through infrastructure funding.

Advisor
To build institutional, financial,
technical and knowledge capacity for development.

Partner
To leverage private, public and community
players in the development process.

Partners in Knowledge for Development

SADC DEVELOPMENT plans set targets and timeframes for goals in various fields of co-
operation ranging from trade liberalisation to macroeconomic convergence, human devel-
opment to food security, infrastru c t u re development to environmental management, and
gender equality to good governance.

One of the greatest challenges now lies in strengthening mechanisms for monitoring
and evaluation in order to track progress towards the set targets. For this purpose, a
smooth and efficient flow of information and knowledge becomes essential.

In order to take up the challenge of effectively implementing the two strategic plans,
SADC’s partnerships with knowledge institutions must be strengthened.

Prof. J. A. van Ginkel, former rector of the United Nations University noted that, “An
Africa without a sustainable, strong knowledge sector of its own will always remain in a
dangerously dependent position.”

One characteristic of knowledge is that it can be obtained from individuals, groups of
people, and sometimes in organizational routines and processes. It is delivered thro u g h
s t ru c t u red media such as documents, Internet and person-to-person interactions. New
knowledge is created or acquired through experience, interacting and learning.

In organizations, knowledge often becomes embedded not only in documents or
repositories but also in organizational routines, processes, practices, and norms. The same
can be said about countries and regional communities, SADC included.

Whatever the form, the right knowledge needs to be harvested, managed and availed to
the right people at the right time if it is to be relevant to any aspect of social advancement.

SADC needs strong regional knowledge centres that fully understand the region’s his-
torical context and share its development agenda and vision. Among these are the DBSA
and the Southern African Research and Documentation Centre (SARDC), a long-time
knowledge partner of SADC for more than a decade, whose founding patron was
Mwalimu Julius Nyerere, the first chairperson of the Front Line States.

In a paper to the Economic Commission for Africa, Jacques L. Hamel says, “As we
move into the 21st century, superior development knowledge bases, knowledge as-
sets and knowledge capital are conceivably the ultimate development resources for

the sustainable advancement of the African continent.”
This is pertinent for SADC as the regional community rolls out its RISDP and SIPO.

www.sadc.int www.dbsa.org www.sardc.net
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Plan (RISDP) and the fact that 10
years have elapsed since the first
regional report.

Ten contributors were engaged
to re s e a rch and write the chapters.
The draft manuscript was then re-
viewed at a regional workshop in
South Africa. This gave a cro s s -
section of stakeholders an oppor-
tunity to discuss the draft chap-
ters and the stru c t u re of the re-
port. Comments from the work-
shop and from regional re v i e w e r s
w e re used by the Technical Editor
to finalise the chapters, for re v i e w
by the partners.

Although this has been an
ambitious undertaking, it was
deemed to be a worthy initiative
that continues to showcase the
results of SADC activities and
partnerships, and it is a targeted
output of the RISDP.

Framework
The traditional approach of envi-
ronmental reporting in the re-
gion focused on national bound-
aries, sectors or natural re-
sources. In this report, the issues
are presented in an integrated
manner, using the Drivers Pres-
s u re State Impact Response
(DPSIR) framework.

Drivers and pressures are de-
fined as the root causes of envi-
ronmental change, and they can
be natural or human-induced.
The State is a reflection of the
current situation and trends over
the last decade, while Impacts
are the consequences of the envi-
ronmental change on human
and ecological systems, and on
social and economic develop-
ment potential.

Responses include national
policies, plans, laws and strate-
gies, and regional and global
agreements and strategies for co-
operation.

The DPSIR framework de-
scribes societal developments
and natural processes to explain
change in environmental state,
using appropriate indicators to
show trends over time. A n
analysis of the impact of the var-
ious pre s s u res on ecosystems
and human welfare in the region
is made, and appropriate re-
sponses that have been taken to
mitigate the impacts articulated.

The integrated assessment
and reporting approach, through
the DPSIR framework, answers
four questions that are key to ef-
fective decision-making. The
questions are:
� What is happening to the

environment?
� Why is it happening?
� What can we do, and what

are we doing about it?
� What will happen if we do

not act now?

Format
The Southern Africa Environment
Outlook 2005 contains nine chap-
ters, which are interlinked as
they address the southern
African region, its physical envi-
ronment and the way its people
interact with the resources.

The book includes a regional
overview and covers topics such
as land, atmosphere, freshwater
resources, marine and coastal re-
sources, forests and woodlands,
wildlife, and human settlements. 

tation Centre (SARDC) through
the Musokotwane Environment
R e s o u rce Centre for Southern
Africa (IMERCSA).

IMERCSA is the collaborating
centre in southern Africa for the
Africa Environment Outlook
(AEO) and the Global Environ -
ment Outlook (GEO), pro d u c e d
by United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP).

The Southern Africa Environ -
ment Outlook benefited from a ca-
pacity development pro c e s s
driven by UNEP t h rough the
Africa Environment Information
Network (AEIN). Areas covered
in the capacity-building initia-
tive included integrated environ-
mental assessment and report-
ing, policy analysis, scenario
building, and data management
and analysis.

The process leading to this
O u t l o o k started in 1998, initially to
build the foundation through is-
sues identification, consensus
building on the ideal framework
to use in the analysis, as well as
a g reement on the core datasets
and indicators to support the
analysis.

The research and compilation
of data for the various topics
started in 2002, and contributors
were engaged in 2003 to develop
chapters containing data and
analysis. Priority was given to
research and writing of the man-
uscript following a CEP partners
meeting hosted by SADC in
Gaborone in October 2003.

This meeting acknowledged
the targets for environmental re-
porting given in the Regional In-
dicative Strategic Development

THE S O U T H E R N Africa Enviro n -
ment Outlook (SAEO) 2005 a s s e s s-
es the current state of the enviro n-
ment in the region, provides an
integrated analysis and offers a
reflection on trends over the past
decade and the next one beyond.

The book, to be published
during the first half of 2006,
highlights key emerging envi-
ronmental issues in southern
Africa and presents a set of fu-
ture scenarios for the region.

The SAEO comes a decade
after the first comprehensive S t a t e
of the Environment in Southern
Africa published by SADC and
partners at the end of 1994, and
five years after the first report on
a single ecosystem, State of the En -
v i ronment Zambezi Basin 2000.

P reparation of the O u t l o o k
was based on a wide consulta-
tive and participatory process in
the region, during which con-
sensus was built around region-
al perspectives and priorities.

The findings were constru c t e d
a round a firm data and indicator
development process. In particu-
l a r, regional projects on geograph-
ic information systems and on in-
dicator development for enviro n-
ment assessment and re p o r t i n g
w e re supportive to the pro c e s s .

Experts from specialised or-
ganisations and from national
institutions mandated to carry
out state of environment report-
ing were involved in providing
inputs, as well as in the review
of the manuscript. This ensured
regional balance, scientific cred-
ibility and compre h e n s i v e n e s s
of the report.

Communicating the
Environment Programme
This process was coordinated by
Communicating the Enviro n-
ment Programme (CEP), which
is a long-established partner-
ship of the Southern African De-
velopment Community (SADC)
with IUCN-The World Conser-
vation Union and the Southern
African Research and Documen-

Southern Africa

ENVIRONMENT OUTLOOK

Diverse subjects covered in the Southern Africa Environment Outlook

continued on page 18



THE PLANET is heating up, al-
most certainly due to the incre a s e
in greenhouse gases caused by
human activity, and the signs are
to beginning show in various
parts of the SADC re g i o n .

Debate on climate change
and its link to natural disasters
has been revived in the wake of
recent floods that swept across
some areas of the region follow-
ing a prolonged drought.

Speaking at the UN Climate
Change Conference held in
Quebec, Canada, in December
2005, the principal secretary in
the Ministry of Lands, Housing
and Surveys in Malawi, George
Mkondiwa said although local
scientists are yet to publish their
findings, there is no doubt that
climate change has influenced
climate trends in southern
Africa over the last decades.

“Everyone is asking ques-
tions such as, ‘…is this due to
climate change or not?’ We don’t
think that there is any doubt
that this is due to climate
change,” said Mkondiwa.

The flooding followed heavy
and continuous rains that
pounded many parts of south-
ern Africa from December 2005
through March 2006 and caused
considerable structural damage,
d e s t roying schools, cro p s ,
telecommunications and roads
while in some places whole vil-
lages were flooded prompting
the relocation of people and
livestock to higher ground.

In Zambia, the floods disru p t-
ed power supplies after the main
h y d roelectric power station at
Kafue Gorge was damaged.

I ro n i c a l l y, the downpour
compounded the challenges of a
s e v e re drought which caused
Botswana, Malawi and Zambia

to declare a state of disaster as
starvation threatened.

With recent research show-
ing that due to global warming
the 12,000-year-old glaciers at
the summit of Mt Kilimanjaro
are melting so quickly that they
could be gone by 2020, there is
well-founded concern that ex-
cessive emission of greenhouse
gases may have already set in
motion irreversible climatic
changes.

The sub-Antarctic Marion
Island, 1,700 km southeast of
Cape Town and the site of a
South African weather station,
is one of the most isolated
places on earth and is present-
ed by scientists as another clear
indicator of the impact of glob-
al warming.

T h e re is alarming new data
f rom the island on rainfall pat-
terns, temperature, plants and
animal behaviour. The data re-
veal that monthly rainfall figure s
a re dropping, the island is hotter
than ever, and overrun with rats,
mice and alien vegetation.

The South African National
Weather Services regional office
has been monitoring annual
rainfall patterns on Marion Is-
land for the past 20 years,
showing a steady decline from
around 2,500mm to 1,750 mm,
and says, “…it just seems to be
getting drier and drier.”

Scientists and government
officials in South Africa have
warned that such changes
could soon be common
throughout the region as the
planet heats up.

South Africa has set up
monitoring and research mech-
anisms, and the Department of
E n v i ronmental A ffairs and
Tourism has called for climate
issues to be integrated into all
levels of government.

In the Zambezi Basin cli-
mate variability has been most
felt through water shocks

caused by droughts and floods,
and this has worsened food in-
security. The variation in the be-
ginning of the wet season has
left farmers in the basin unsure
about when to plant their crop.

A c c o rding to Mkondiwa, in
2004 Malawian farmers who had
planted during the first rains on
the advice of agricultural exten-
sion scientists had to helplessly
watch their crops wilt.

Zambia has experienced a
shift in recent years in the onset
of the rainy season and when
the rains do come they are inter-
spersed with dry spells. This re-
sulted in a food deficit for 2005
as production fell from 1.2 mil-
lion tonnes in 2004 to 866,000
metric tonnes.

In the SADC Zambezi Action
Plan Project 6, Phase II (ZA-
CPRO 6.2) initiative, develop-
ment of measures to mitigate
the effects of hydrological ex-
t reme events (floods and
droughts) is a key activity.

A c c o rding to Jefter Sakup-
wanya, the Water Resources Ex-
pert in the ZACPRO 6.2 project,
h y d rologists from the eight
basin states are spearheading a
p rocess to establish synerg i e s
with all meteorological depart-
ments in the basin. Early warn-
ing and communication mecha-
nisms in the region still need to
be improved.

All countries in SADC have
acceded to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change which compels
them to regulate levels of green-
house gas concentration in the
atmosphere so as to avoid the
occurrence of climate change on
a level that would impede sus-
tainable economic development,
or compromise initiatives in
food production.

The entire African continent
produces only five percent of
total output of greenhouse gases
worldwide. �

Global impacts

Are current floods in the region an indicator of
climate change?
by Tigere Chagutah

continued from page 17

The final Outlook chapter is
a presentation of trends and
scenarios, giving a 10-year, for-
w a rd-looking analysis of the
way three scenarios are likely
to play out: Market Forces, Pol-
icy Reform and Fortress World.

Call for Action
The S A E O is also a call for ac-
tion, emphasising the need to
a d d ress environment and devel-
opment together, as one option
for reducing poverty and mov-
ing towards a sustainable devel-
opment path.

A key aim is to provide poli-
cy options for re v e r s i n g
the current environmen-
tal degradation trends in

southern Africa.
Of concern to the re-

port is pro g ress to-
w a rds achieving goals

ENVIRONMENT OUTLOOK
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and targets as set out in key
continental and global strate-
gies such as the RISDP,
N E PAD, Johannesburg Plan
of Implementation and the
UN Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs).

T h e re f o re the target audi-
ence for the book includes deci-
sion and policy makers in gov-
ernments, environmental prac-
titioners and organisations, ed-
ucational institutions, private
s e c t o r, cooperating partners
and development agencies,
parliaments, journalists and ed-
itors, people of the South and
people of the North.

The Southern Africa Environ -
ment Outlook 2005 is the begin-
ning of a long-term pro c e s s
contained in the strategic plan
for the region, the RISDP,
which calls for five-yearly state
of environment reports. �



A N G O L A P L A N S to intro-
duce a new electoral manage-
ment system that will enable
voters to register electro n i c a l-

the country’s National Electoral
Commission (CNE) and the
Inter-Sectoral Commission for
the Electoral Process (CIPE).

CNE president, Caetano de
Sousa, said the system meets
the requirements of the elec-
toral process and is fast.

He noted that the system will
also serve as a voters' roll, with
voters identified by their finger-
p r i n t s . (Angola Press Agency) �
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High-tech voting system for Angola
ly and identify voters thro u g h
f i n g e r p r i n t s .

The new system was un-
veiled in Luanda recently by

SOUTH A F R I C A has em-
barked on a project to turn
Nguni cowhides into car
seat covers.

The project is a partnership
between the University of
Limpopo, the Limpopo Depart-
ment of A g r i c u l t u re, and
the Industrial Development
Corporation (IDC) of South
Africa.

The IDC has provided fund-
ing, which will be used to buy
Nguni cattle, build facilities,
o ffer training to farmers, re-
search and other resources to
roll out the project.

Each farmer will be given
three to five cattle for breeding
purposes over the next
five years.

Nguni cattle are indigenous
to Africa and were chosen for
the project because they cope
well during droughts, have

SOUTH AFRICA is about to
embark on a larg e - s c a l e
maize-to-ethanol project fol-
lowing the announcement of
a US$1.1 billion venture to
build the first of eight ethanol
plants in major maize-pro d u c-
ing are a s .

The ethanol plant will be
built in the Bothaville are a ,
which has large quantities of
maize. Of the 400,000 tonnes
of maize produced in Bothav-
ille annually, the plant is capa-
ble of consuming as much as
375,000 tonnes, accord i n g
to Ethanol Africa, one of
the companies spearh e a d i n g
the pro j e c t .

C o n s t ruction of the first
plant is expected to commence
this year and should be in full
p roduction by the middle
of 2007.

The plant is expected to
p roduce more than 470,000
l i t res of ethanol daily and the
initiative is expected to
supply up to 12 percent of
South Africa's fuel needs
by 2015.

Ethanol Africa was estab-
lished by commercial farmers
to turn surplus maize into en-
v i ronmentally friendly biofu-
el. It is being partnered in the
p roject by Sterling Wa t e r f o rd .
(Business Day) �

ZIMBABWE SAYS a new con-
coction of herbal drugs under
clinical tests in the country has
proved effective in prolonging
the lifespan of people living
with HIV and AIDS.

A c c o rding to the country’s
Deputy Minister of Health and
Child We l f a re, Edwin Muguti,
clinical tests done on the herbal
medicine, locally called g u n -
d a m i t i , have so far pro v e d
that it possesses healing
p roperties for people living
with HIV.

Clinical trials started on 1
December 2005 with 45 patients.
Muguti said preliminary results
are encouraging as the condition
of patients on the herbal therapy
has improved tre m e n d o u s l y
with some opportunistic infec-
tions disappearing.

“I can safely say their CD4
count had increased, while viral
load decreased,” the deputy
minister said, adding, “This
herbal combination is very safe
with no deaths recorded and no
side effects detected so far. ”
(Daily Mirror) �

high resistance to ticks and a
strong immunity against tick-
borne diseases.

The cattle also have beauti-
ful markings and the cows can
p roduce at least 10 calves
in their lifetime, about one
every year.

Carmaker BMW has shown
an interest in the Nguni cattle
project. (BuaNews) �

Nguni hides for car seat-covers

Maize-power fuel plant on the cards in
South Africa

Zimbabwe herbal medi-
cine shows promise

SOME COMMUNITIES i n
Namibia now have rights to
manage forests in their vicinity
under a new empowerment
p rogramme.

The Namibian government
has designated eight forests in
the north of the country as com-
munity forests and has, with
technical assistance from German
Development Service (DED),
been offering training in fore s t r y
management and planning.

The eight community fore s t s
in the Kavango and Caprivi re-
gions as well as Tsumkwe, are
part of 13 gazetted by the Namib-
ian government in Febru a r y.

The Community Forestry in
North-Eastern Namibia (CFNEN)
is a joint venture between the
Ministry of A g r i c u l t u re, Wa t e r
and Fore s t r y, DED and the Ger-
man Development Bank.

The project also promotes the
establishment of private or-
chards and vegetable gardens.

“ Within the declared com-
munity forests local people are
able to control the sustainable
use and protection of valuable
wood and non-wood forest re-
sources against over-utilisation,
illegal harvesting and wild
fires,” said DED.

The communities now have
the right to issue permits for use
of trees, firewood and other for-
est products, and can link re-
sources utilisation to manage-
ment plans and relevant regula-
tions or by-laws. ( N a m i b i a n
Economist) �

Namibia introduces
community forests

Nguni cowhides, trendsetting innovation from southern Africa



SOUTHERN AFRICA h a s
some of the most developed In-
ternet country markets on the
continent. As a result, a number
of trends developing in the re-
gion are beginning to spre a d
across the continent. These are
the findings of a new re p o r t
published by Balancing Act.

The region has the larg e s t
broadband market. South Africa
leads the way in this area, with
120,000 users at the end of 2005,

The region is also a pioneer in
terms of Voice over Internet Pro t o-
col-based (VoIP) calling. Vo I P is a
technology that allows one to
make phone calls using bro a d b a n d
Internet connection instead of a
regular (analog) telephone line.

South Africa again leads the
way in this area but at least two
other countries in the re g i o n
(Zambia and Zimbabwe) have
embarked on policy pro c e s s e s
that will see Vo I P l e g a l i s e d .
( A l l A f r i c a . c o m ) �

and is the largest bro a d b a n d
market in sub-Saharan Africa.

Outside of South A f r i c a ,
competition on fibre infrastruc-
ture is growing with four com-
panies getting licenses in the
past year, two in Zambia and
two in Zimbabwe.

Most of these companies are
power utilities and the network
of regional energy providers of-
fers many opportunities for con-
necting the region.

MOZAMBIQUE HAS conclud-
ed an agreement with Portugal
for the transfer of ownership of
the giant Cahora Bassa Dam.

Teams from the two countries
finalised “technical negotiations”
in March, paving the way for
signing of the final agreement by
P resident Armando Guebuza of
Mozambique and Portuguese
Prime Minister, José Socrates.

‘The two countries will later
agree on the date for the formal
signature in Mozambique of the
document resulting from the ne-
gotiations,” said Salvador Nam-
burete, Mozambique’s Minister
of Energy.

A memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) on Cahora

Bassa Dam was signed in No-
vember last year during Pre s i-
dent Guebuza’s visit to Portugal.

Under the MOU, control of
the company that operates the
dam, Hidroeléctrica de Cahora
Bassa (HCB), would pass fro m
Portuguese into Mozambican
hands. Portugal owns 82 perc e n t
of shares in HCB, with Mozam-
bique holding the re m a i n d e r.

On conclusion of the agree-
ment, Mozambique will control
85 percent of the company, with
Portugal owning the remaining
shareholding.

The deal re q u i res Mozam-
bique to pay US$950 million be-
f o re transfer of the dam and
company. (Aim) �

ZAMBIA REDUCED prices of
p e t roleum products by up to
seven percent in January, passing
on the benefits of its appreciating
currency.

In trying to encourage the use
of unleaded petrol, the country’s
E n e rgy Regulation Board (ERB)
has made prices of leaded and un-
leaded fuel the same.

"The ERB has benchmarked
the new prices to those of un-
leaded petrol," ERB chairperson
Mwangala Zaloumis said. Un-
leaded petrol used to cost more
than leaded fuel.

Zambia has announced that it
will phase out leaded petrol fro m
M a rch as part of an African Union
pledge to use cleaner fuels consid-
e red less harmful to human health
and the environment. (The Post) �

A N G O L A P L A N S to hold an in-
ternational mining fair to show-
case its mining industry and
s o u rce funding for the sector.

The International Mines Fair,
which will take place from 27-30
April, is being organised by the
country’s Ministry of Geology and

Mining, Angola Diamond
Company and Expo-Angola.

The event will be used to
establish new partner-
ships for Angolan min-
ing industry.

A c c o rding to Edgar de
Carvalho, director of studies at
the Ministry of Geology and
Mining’s Planning and Statis-
tic Office, the fair has attracted
huge interest from local
and international companies.
( A l l A f r i c a . c o m ) �

Southern Africa leads the way in IT trends

Mozambique, Portugal conclude
negotiations on Cahora Bassa

Fair showcases Angola’s mining industry

Zambia reduces
petrol prices

Namibia joins dry
dock elite

THE DE Beers Group has an-
nounced plans to invest US$150
million in a new processing plant
at Mwadui Williamson Diamond
Limited (MWDL) in the United
Republic of Ta n z a n i a .

The world's leading diamond
mining company said the new
p rocessing plant will enable the
firm to process 16 million tonnes
of ore annually and increase dia-
mond production to a million
c a r a t s .

P resently MWDL has a pro-
duction capacity of 3.5 million
o re tonnes a year and the new
plant will increase diamond pro-
duction to 1 million carats fro m
190,384 carats.

The expansion and constru c-
tion of the processing plant
would enable MWDL to extend
the life of the mine by a further 25
years. (East African) �

De Beers to invest
in new Tanzanian
plant

SOUTH AFRICA’S Te l k o m
has set its sight on expansion
into five African countries – in-
cluding Angola, Botswana and
Democratic Republic of Congo
– it considers ripe for invest-
m e n t .

Faced with tough competi-
tion from cellphone operators at
home, the fixed-line operator
has turned its attention to the
three SADC member states as
well as Kenya and Nigeria in its
quest to boost revenues. (Busi -
ness Day) �

Telkom eyes Angola,
Botswana, DRC
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CURRENCY CHECKLIST
Country Currency (US $1)
Angola Kwanza (100 lwei) 80.36 Botswana Pula (100 thebe) 5.44 DRC Congo Franc 432.00
Lesotho Maloti (100 lisente) 6.15 Madagascar Ariary 9,400.00 Malawi Kwacha (100 tambala) 132.72
Mauritius Rupee (100 cents) 30.68 Mozambique Metical (100 centravos) 26,775.00 Namibia Dollar (100 cents) 6.16
South Africa Rand (100 cents) 6.16 Swaziland Lilangeni (100 cents) 6.15 Tanzania Shilling (100 cents) 1,193.25
Zambia Kwacha (100 ngwee) 3,295.00 Zimbabwe Dollar (100 Cents) 99,201.00

March 2006

A MASSIVE dry dock arrived in
the Walvis Bay harbour in Janu-
ary – the first of its kind along
the western coastline of Africa.

The floating dock represents
an alternative to Cape Town and
Durban as the only ship-repair
facilities in the region.

“This is a deliberate effort by the
Namibian government thro u g h
NamPort to intensify ship-repair
activities with the aim of job cre-
ation and economic development,”
said NamPort managing director,
Sebby Kankondi. (The Namibian) �
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tive At Large, and Mozam-
bique’s Ebano Multimedia.

Other countries in the region
such as Angola, Mauritius and
Mozambique have pro d u c e d
short films that have featured at
international festivals.

has in the past few years pro-
duced award-winning films
such as Everyone’s Child by Zim-
babwean film-maker Tsitsi Dan-
garembga and Fools, a collabora-
tive effort between South
African production house, Na-

Regional cooperation has
been crucial to the development
of the industry, with events such
as the Zanzibar International
Film Festival, Zimbabwe Inter-
national Film Festival and Cape
Town World Cinema Festival
playing an important role. �

TSOTSI, A South African drama
film, put the southern African
filmmaking industry under the
international spotlight when it
won an Oscar for the best for-
eign language movie.

The film is about a township
thief who learns to take care of
an infant whose mother he shot
during a car hijacking.

This was the second time a
South African was nominated for
the Oscars, the highest re c o g n i t i o n
that a film can get in the United
States. Last year’s nominee was
Ye s t e r d a y, a feature film about a
woman who was HIV positive.

D i rected and written by Gavin
Hood, Ts o t s i stars Pre s l e y
Chweneyagae as a violent young
gangster who realises the value of
human life after discovering a
baby in a car he had stolen. His
outlook to life changes after being
f o rced to care for the baby.

It beat four other films that
w e re also vying for the Best For-
eign Language Film Aw a rd. These
w e re Paradise Now ( P a l e s t i n e ) ,
Joyeux Noel (France), The Final Days
(Germany) and Don't Te l l ( I t a l y ) .

The Oscar for Tsotsi dramatis-
es southern Africa’s filmmaking
renaissance and points to the vast
talent available in the re g i o n .

The region’s filmmaking in-
dustry has undergone major
changes since the late 1990s and

ABOUT TEN groups from five
SADC countries are to compete
in a regional musical contest in
Mozambique.

The Music Cro s s roads South-
ern Africa contest takes place fro m
27-30 April and will feature musi-
cal groups from Malawi, Mozam-
bique, United Republic of Ta n z a-
nia, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

The show is part of an inter-
national programme that em-
powers young people aged be-
tween 15 and 25 years through

A RTISTS AND the youth fro m
southern Africa are set to bene-
fit from a continental pro j e c t
on fighting HIV and A I D S
t h rough theatre .

The puppet theatre project re-
sulted from one of the re s o l u t i o n s
taken by re p resentatives of the
o rganisation, African Theatre for
C h i l d ren and Youth Centres, at
its annual meeting in the United
Republic of Tanzania in Marc h .

Puppet theatre is an innova-
tive way of getting across the
message on HIV and AIDS to
children and young people.

The project is designed to en-
able young people to contribute to
the alleviation of HIV and A I D S
by supplementing efforts by their
governments. It is targeted at
artists and nationals of southern,
west and east Africa, and will be
implemented around the theme,
"Save This Generation".

SADC is re p resented by
Botswana, Malawi, Mauritius,
Mozambique, Namibia, South
Africa, Swaziland, United Re-
public of Tanzania, Zambia and
Zimbabwe. Other participating
countries are Benin, Buru n d i ,
Cameroon, Ghana, Kenya, Nige-
ria, Rwanda and Uganda.

The 18 countries are members
of the International Association of
T h e a t re for Children and Yo u n g
People. The African network
and cooperation programme is
funded by the Swedish Interna-
tional Development Cooperation
Agency (Sida). (New Era) �

musical skills and HIV and
AIDS education.

It also seeks to increase the
level of professionalism among
musicians and acts as a platform
for launching their careers. It en-
courages the participants to take
pride in their cultural heritage.

Each competition is pre c e d e d
by a workshop where the young
musicians learn marketing skills,
public relations, music manage-
ment, contract negotiation, copy-
right laws and musician rights.

Winners of this year’s com-
petition will land a trip to Eu-
rope and a recording contract.

Music Crossroads was initi-
ated by Jeunesses Musicales In-
ternational (JMI) recognised as
the premier global network for
youth and music. JMI has mem-
bers in 70 countries worldwide.

The Norwegian A g e n c y
for Development Cooperation,
Swedish International Develop-
ment Cooperation Agency and
UNESCO have funded the pro-
gramme since 1996. �

Mozambique hosts Music Crossroads

Theatre project to
“save this generation”

Oscar winning film raises regional profile on
film industry



developing countries the largest possible
policy space so that that they can work
out what is good for them and find their
own ways to achieve it. An immediate
suspension of the NAMA n e g o t i a t i o n s
until a new and pro - d e v e l o p m e n t t e x t
can be agreed would be a good place to
s t a r t .
Available in electronic and print format
f rom South Centre, Geneva, Switzerland.
E-mail: south@southcentre . o rg .
h t t p : / / w w w. s o u t h c e n t re . o rg .

Knowledge Management and the
Development Bank of Southern
Africa: A Knowledge Strategy
by Debbie Blackburn, Snowy Khoza and
Graham Ta t e
South Africa, Development Bank of
Southern Africa, 2003
6 1 p p
I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y, it is well recognised that
corporate society is on the verge of a
new horizon in which intellectual
capital is rapidly becoming the new
c u r re n c y. In this context, the question of
implementing a knowledge
management way of doing things
becomes one of paramount importance
and will enable it to align more closely
with emerging global trends. In
adopting this path the Bank allows itself
the freedom to apply institutional
re s o u rces to all types of socio-economic
development. Available in print and
e l e c t ronic format from the DBSA
Development Information Business
Unit, P O Box 1234, Halfway House,
1685 Midrand, South Africa.
d e b b i e b @ d b s a . o rg
h t t p : / / w w w. d b s a . o rg

and their exploration of the re l a t i o n-
ship between people and animals,
the physical and the spiritual. The
book of 154 pages is written by
Damon and Craig Foster with
Michael Hutchinson, and has a Fore-
w o rd by the South African Pre s i-
dent, Thabo Mbeki. Published in
2005 by New Africa Books in Cape
Town, this source of knowledge and
imagery is available through book-
shops or contact the publisher.
i n f o @ n e w a f r i c a b o o k s . c o . z a
h t t p : / / w w w. n e w a f r i c a b o o k s . c o . z a �

THIS GEM of a book taps into a
wealth of re s e a rch and experience to
depict the relationship between
Africans and our environment, in-
cluding conservation of the land by
those who have had the longest con-
nection with it over time. It capture s
on paper startling and unusual film
images that can last only a second or
split second on screen. The images in
this book are exceptional not only
for their visual impact and beauty,
but for the vision they communicate
of oneness with the physical world

PUBLICATIONS

THIS BOOK was published to commemorate
25 years of regional cooperation and integra-
tion since the founding of the Southern Africa
Development Coordination Confere n c e
(SADCC), which fostered confidence and a
spirit of solidarity that laid the foundation for
the Southern African Development Commu-
nity (SADC) established through the Wind-
hoek Treaty in 1992.

The book profiles “a region with poten-
tial”, gives some historical background and
explains the institutional restructuring and fi-
nancing. It reviews policies and strategies, in-
cluding the Regional Indicative Strategic De-
velopment Plan (RISDP) and the SADC
Organ on Politics, Defence and Security Co-
operation (SIPO).

Many achievements are noted, especially
the signing and ratification of a number of
protocols in areas such as trade, finance and
management of shared watercourses, agree-
ments on sugar, textiles and clothing among
others, and establishment of the Southern
African Power Pool (SAPP).

The book also presents current challenges
facing the region, including HIV and AIDS,
socio-economic and human resources chal-
lenges, political, defence and security chal-
lenges, as well as regional integration, institu-
tional restructuring, and policy harmoniza-
tion and implementation.

In closing, the book reviews the way for-
ward as SADC moves into higher levels of

integration as a building bloc of the African
Union.

The book is available from the
SADC Secretariat registry@sadc.int or
h t t p : / / w w w.sadc.int. �

SADC: Major Achievements
and Challenges –
25th Anniversary 1980-2005

Africa: Speaking with Earth and Sky

What UN for the 21st Century? A
New North-South Divide
The South Centre, 2005
170pp.
This is a collection of comments and
working papers prepared in the context
of the most recent drive to reform the
United Nations. It begins with the paper
entitled “Multilateralism Besieged”,
which was submitted in June 2004 as an
input into the proceedings of the High
Level Panel on T h reats, Challenges and
Change. It ends with a comment on the
UN Secretary General’s Report “In Larg e r
F reedom: To w a rds Development, Security
and Human Rights for All”, which was
c i rculated to the member states of the
G roup of 77 in June 2005.
Available in electronic and print format
from South Centre, P O Box 228, Chemin
du Champ d’Anier 17, 1211 Geneva 19,
Switzerland.
south@southcentre.org.
http://www.southcentre.org.

Why Developing Countries Need
Tariffs? How WTO NAMA
Negotiations Could Deny Developing
Countries’ Right To A Future
by Ha-Joon Chang
The South Centre, 2005
1 2 9 p p .
If they are to fulfill the developmental
p romises made in Doha and prevent the
c reation of a world economy divided by
a growing gulf between haves and have-
nots, the powerful players in the Wo r l d
Trade Organization (WTO) must ensure
that any NAMA ( N o n - A g r i c u l t u r a l
Market Access) agreement gives
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EVENTS DIARY 2006

April
2-5 South Africa World Conference on Injury Prevention and Safety

Promotion
Theme is “Data to Action”. The focus of the 8th
conference is on how injury and safety information
can be translated into concrete prevention policies
and practices. Injury and safety researchers,
practitioners and decision-makers will attend the
conference.

25-30 Zimbabwe Harare International Festival of the Arts
A multi-cultural celebration of the arts, encompassing
theatre, visual arts, dance and music, and attracting
participants from all over southern Africa and other
parts of the world.

26-27 Namibia SADC Consultative Conference
Since the last Consultative Conference in 2002, SADC
has developed a 15-year Regional Indicative Strategic
Development Plan (RISDP) that provides strategic
direction for SADC programmes. The 2006
Consultative Conference is aimed at marketing the
RISDP and the Strategic Indicative Plan of the Organ
on Politics, Defence and Security Cooperation (SIPO).
Focus will be on mobilisation of resources for
implementation of the plans and adoption of a
Windhoek Declaration on a New SADC/ICP
Partnership. International Cooperating Partners,
representatives of civil society, the private sector and
governments will attend the Conference under the
theme: “Partnership for the Implementation of the
SADC Regional Indicative Strategic Development Plan
and the Strategic Indicative Plan of the Organ on
Politics, Defence and Security.”

27-30 Angola International Mines Fair
An international mining fair organised by the Ministry
of Geology and Mining, Angola Diamond Company
and Expo Angola, to showcase the country’s mining
industry, establish new partnerships and source
funding for the sector.

May
24-26 Ethiopia International Conference on ICTs for Development

The conference is a capacity-building event for
stakeholders engaged in planning and implementation of
t e chnology-supported learning and training in Africa.
Supported by the United Nations Commission for
Africa, the conference will be accompanied by an
exhibition.

31-2 June Africa Economic Summit
South Africa Organised by the World Economic Forum, the summit

brings together private sector, civil society and political
leaders to discuss trade and investment opportunities
in Africa.

June
17-20 South Africa Cape Town Book Fair

In partnership with Frankfurt Book Fair, the Publishers
Association of South Africa will host the country’s first
international book fair. To be held at the Cape Town
International Convention Centre, the fair will showcase
leading international and local publishers and is
expected to attract thousands of visitors.

21- 23 Regional Adjudication on the SADC Media Awards
South Africa A SADC sub-committee is to adjudicate on the entries

for the 2006 media awards. This year the media
awards will focus on HIV and AIDS to encourage
dissemination of information on the pandemic.
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Lest we forget…

The long road to South African freedom

THE ROAD to freedom in South Africa was littered with institu-
tionalised racial discrimination, brutality and cross-border forays
targeted at liberation movements and their supporters.

Through a series of repressive laws, successive South African
regimes entrenched the system of white supremacy and disenfran-
chised millions of blacks, Indians and people of mixed race.

Enactment of apartheid laws in 1948 institutionalised racial dis-
crimination. Race laws touched every aspect of social life, includ-
ing prohibition of marriage between non-whites and whites, and
introduction of “whites only” jobs.

The Bantu Authorities Act of 1951 was used to create ethnic gov-
ernments in African reserves, known as “homelands”. The home-
lands were “independent” states to which all non-whites were as-
signed according to the record of origin, even though many of them
did not actually live in these areas.

All political rights, including voting, held by non-whites were re-
stricted to the designated homelands. The idea was that they would
be citizens of the homeland, losing their citizenship in South A f r i c a .

The homelands denationalised millions of South Africans who
became aliens in their own country following the introduction of a
requirement that they must have passports to enter South Africa.

The 1950 Population Registration Act required that all South
Africans be racially classified into one of three categories: white,
black (African) or coloured, with the latter including major sub-
groups of Indians and Asians.

All blacks were required to carry “pass books” containing fin-
gerprints, photo and information that determined where they
could live and work.

Resistance to the apartheid system eventually led to majority
rule in 1994. The resistance came from black, Indian and coloured
movements, political parties and other countries, organisations
and individuals.

Led by the African National Congress (ANC) of South Africa
and the South African Indian Congress, South Africans launched a
Defiance Campaign in 1952 in which they abandoned tactics of
moderation such as petitions in favour of militant protest. This in-
cluded mass actions, boycotts, strikes and civil disobedience.

About 300 black South Africans in Sharpeville refused to carry
their passes, resulting in a state of emergency. The emergency last-
ed for 156 days, leaving 69 people dead and 187 wounded in
Sharpeville on 21 March 1960.

The Sharpeville Massacre, as the event became known, sig-
nalled the start of armed resistance in South Africa, and prompted
worldwide condemnation of South Africa's apartheid policies.

All of South Africa’s neighbours right up to the United Repub-
lic of Tanzania – long independent but targets of the apartheid
regime’s destabilisation campaign – provided logistical and moral
support to South African exiles and freedom fighters.

“OUR ACHIEVEMENT of independence imposes upon us a heavy re s p o n s i-
b i l i t y, not only to defend our hard won liberty, but also to set for ourselves high-
er standards of equality, justice and opportunity for all, without re g a rd to race,
c reed or colour.” – Sam Nujoma, first post-independence president of Namibia,
in his inauguration address on  independence day, 21 March 1990.

A shared future within a regional community

Responsibilities of independence

Mwalimu Julius Kambarage Nyerere joins the soils of Tanganyika and Zanzibar at a
ceremony to mark their union as the United Republic of Tanzania on 26 April 1964.

Public holidays in SADC
April - June 2006

4 April Peace and National Reconciliation Day Angola
7 April Women’s Day Mozambique
7 April Sheik Abeid Amani Karume Day Tanzania
14 April Good Friday All except Mauritius, DRC, Mozambique, Madagascar
15 April Public Holiday Botswana
15 April Holy Saturday Zambia
15 April Easter Saturday Zimbabwe
17 April Easter Monday All except Mauritius, DRC, Mozambique, South Africa
17 April Family Day South Africa
18 April Independence Day Zimbabwe
19 April King’s Birthday Swaziland
21 April* Maulid Day Tanzania
25 April National Flag Day Swaziland
26 April Union Day Tanzania
27 April Freedom Day South Africa

1 May Labour/Workers Day All
4 May Cassinga Day Namibia
25 May Ascension Day Botswana, Lesotho, Madagascar, Namibia, Swaziland
25 May Africa Day Angola, Zambia, Lesotho, Namibia, Zimbabwe

1 June International Children’s Day Angola
5 June Whit Monday Madagascar
14 June Freedom Day Malawi
16 June Youth Day South Africa
25 June Independence Day Mozambique
26 June Independence Day Madagascar
30 June Independence Day DRC

* Depends on visibility of the moon


