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by Joseph Ngwawi

SADC HAS begun the process of formulat-
ing a new 30-year vision that will provide
strategic direction for the region until 2050
and outline a phased approach to implemen-
tation of regional programmes and activities.

The process of formulating the proposed
SADC Vision 2050 and the accompanying
Regional Indicative Strategic Development
Plan (RISDP) 2020-2030 is the culmination of
a long and intensive process that began in
earnest in June 2012. 

The decision to develop the SADC Vision
2050 was approved during an extraordinary
Summit of the SADC Heads of State and Gov-
ernment held in June 2012 in Luanda, Angola.

The summit decided that the Vision 2050
should be predicated upon the existing
SADC vision, which is that “of a common fu-
ture in a regional community that will en-
sure economic well-being, improvement of
the standards of living and quality of life,
freedom and social justice, and peace and se-
curity for the people of Southern Africa”.

The summit made proposals for strength-
ening SADC foundations by taking into ac-
count the importance of emerging regional
and international issues. This was expected
to summarize the SADC development ques-

tion within a longer-term framework, ensur-
ing that adequate measures could be put in
place to mitigate against prevailing and
emerging risks and challenges.

In August 2012, the summit that con-
vened in Maputo further discussed the elab-
oration of the long-term vision. 

The Maputo summit introduced mea-
sures to engender a consultative process that
would iron out issues that could inform the
regeneration of the vision and mission of the
region as well as the associated principles
underpinning SADC. 

The summit appointed a technical task
team comprising of senior experts from the
region, to coordinate the technical, logistical
and organisational aspects of development
of the vision.

When the SADC Council of Ministers con-
vened in Zimbabwe in August 2014, it was
noted that the Revised RISDP 2015-2020 con-
tained a roadmap for the development of a
long-term vision, which marries the purposes
and objectives of the RISDP and the SIPO in
an interrelated and complementary manner. 

In this regard, an attempt was made to
ensure that the Revised RISDP 2015-2020 is
an integrated strategy that captures devel-
opmental as well as peace and security ele-
ments. 

continued on page 2...
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The revised RISDP 2015-2020
was approved in March 2016,
and took into account Council’s
position that the Secretariat
ought to frontload industrialisa-
tion as the vehicle through
which economic growth and
socio-economic development of
SADC would be achieved. 

The Council of Ministers fur-
ther directed the Secretariat in
August 2018 to align the SADC
Vision 2050 to the African Union
Agenda 2063 and resolved that
the Strategic Plan 2020-2030
should be termed the RISDP
2020-2030.

In February 2019 the Secre-
tariat commissioned consultants
to review the RISDP 2015-2020,
as well as the SIPO. 

The review found that much
progress had been made in the
implementation of the RISDP, al-
though this was uneven within
the different areas. 

It was noted that there had
been progress in developing the
Industrialization Strategy and
Roadmap and in market integra-
tion to some extent. 

However, on the whole,
progress had been limited by a
lack of tangible projects being
implemented by Member States
to realise the strategic objectives;
inadequate infrastructure; and
low funding for regional devel-
opment projects. 

From the peace and security
perspective, there has been
great progress that has been ob-
served in the areas of political
governance, observation of elec-
tions, and the establishment of
the SADC Electoral Advisory
Council. 

The review made a number
of recommendations, which in-
cluded the need to expedite the
ratification of protocols; im-
provement in the implementa-
tion of decisions and
development of enforcement
mechanisms, as well as the de-
velopment of an appropriate in-
stitutional framework for SADC,
the engagement of non-state ac-
tors, alternative resource mobili-
sation, and the promotion of
greater intra-regional trade
through value-added products. 

roadmap of the priority inter-
ventions for the first 10 years of
implementing the vision.

The key tasks being under-
taken by the consultants include:
• A review of implementation

of existing protocols; policies
and strategies and establish-
ing the progress made
against set targets, achieve-
ments, and identify con-
straints and challenges that
need to be addressed in Vi-
sion 2050;

• Undertaking an environmen-
tal scan or situation analysis
of the SADC protocols, poli-
cies and strategies to provide
a broad-based view of the ex-
isting situation. The environ-
mental scan will also provide
the social, economic, political,
security, technological, legisla-
tive context in which the com-
munity functions or will
function in future; 

• Review of the long-term vi-
sions and development strate-
gies/plans of Member States
and draw comparisons and
similarities, and make recom-

mendations on the alignment
of especially those priorities
with a strong regional bearing
and the timeframes for their
operationalization;

• Generating a set of sectoral
strategic objectives and prior-
ities taking into consideration
developments in the various
sectors;

• Drawing up a matrix indicat-
ing the priority pillars, re-
quired resources, and
timeframe for implementation
of the RISDP 2020-2030;

• Developing a comprehensive
monitoring and evaluation
framework that will include a
set of key performance indica-
tors and targets at each of the
pillars of integration and sec-
toral priorities; and

• Making proposals on the insti-
tutional framework and ca-
pacity for the effective
implementation of the pro-
posed strategic interventions
necessary to realize the devel-
opment vision and design a
compliance mechanism for all
stakeholders.  ❒

SADC Vision 2050 Timeline

Compass for SADC strategic direction
The review culminated in the

commissioning of another group
of consultants in June 2019 to de-
velop the SADC Vision 2050 and
the RISDP 2020-2030. 

In addition to being guided
by the findings of the RISDP
mid-term review, the formula-
tion of SADC Vision 2050 and
the accompanying RISDP 2020-
2030 is also guided by the con-
clusions of the Ministerial
Retreat on the SADC We Want
that was held in March 2017 in
Eswatini.

The retreat highlighted a
number of challenges that are
hampering the attainment of the
SADC Vision, including the lack
of prioritization.

The retreat called for “a more
effective means to achieve these
objectives, and to ensure that
there is an equitable distribution
of SADC regional integration ben-
efits, and investments across
Member States”.

The overall objective of the
assignment by the consultants is
to formulate SADC Vision 2050
and a RISDP 2020-2030 as a

Key Activity/Output

Extraordinary Summit of Heads of State and Government approves the development of
the SADC Vision 2050. Matter was referred to Member States for further consultations and
contributions

Input from the consultation process submitted to Council of Ministers and 32nd SADC
Summit for consideration

Mid-term review of RISDP

Council discusses draft Revised RISDP 2015-2020 and SIPO

Revised RISDP 2015-2020 approved

Ministerial Retreat deliberates SADC long-term vision and related matters

Council of Ministers directs the Secretariat to align the SADC Vision 2050 to the African
Union Agenda 2063 and resolved that the Strategic Plan 2020-2030 should be termed the
RISDP 2020-2030

The Secretariat commissions consultants to review the RISDP 2015-2020 as well as the SIPO

Consultants commissioned to develop the SADC Vision 2050 and the RISDP 2020-2030

SADC Secretariat convenes workshop on SADC Vision 2050 and RISDP 2020-30 for non-
state actors

Draft SADC Vision 2050 and RISDP 2020-30 presented to Council of Ministers

SADC Vision 2050 and RISDP 2020-30 presented to 40th SADC Summit for approval

Date

June 2012

August 2012

2013

August 2014

April 2015

March 2017

August 2018

February 2019

June 2019

November 2019

March 2020

August 2020
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mine our collective efforts to
meet the strategic objectives
outlined in the Regional In-
dicative Strategic Develop-
ment Plan and the SADC
Food and Nutrition Security
Strategy (2015-2025),” Dr Tax
said. 

She noted that if not ad-
dressed decisively, malnutri-
tion “will slow economic
transformation efforts in the
region, with resources origi-
nally earmarked for economic
development, being diverted
to address the effects of mal-
nutrition.”

The scorecard is expected
to enable SADC Member
States to act strategically and
deliberately in implementing
policies and investing in nutri-
tion programmes that tackle
malnutrition.

It is in line with the Conti-
nental Nutrition Accountabil-
ity Scorecard jointly launched
by the African Union (AU)
Commission, the African De-
velopment Bank and global
partners in January to raise
awareness and reinforce com-
mitments by African govern-
ments to help end
malnutrition.

The continental tool was
launched by King Letsie III of
Lesotho and AfDB President,
Dr Akinwumi Adesina who is
the AU Champion for Nutri-
tion, on the sidelines of the
32nd AU Summit in Ethiopia.
Africa has high levels of mal-
nutrition, and suffers slow
progress to reverse the situa-
tion in comparison to the rest
of the world. 

United Nations data indi-
cate the number of stunted
children in Africa increased
sharply from 50.6 million in
2000 to 58.7 million in 2017. 

Poor nutrition is respon-
sible for stunting children’s
growth, harming children’s
educational development
and future economic
prospects.
A growing body of evidence
recognizes that malnutrition
and economic development
are closely interlinked.

During the same meeting
the ministers noted the signif-
icant progress in addressing
major diseases of public
health concern, a situation
that has led to a decline in the
incidence and mortality and
morbidity from diseases such
as AIDS, malaria and tubercu-
losis (TB).

In the spirit of leaving no
one behind, the ministers
committed to the acceleration
of universal health coverage
in the SADC region as a way
of achieving United Nations
Sustainable Development
Goals, not only related to
health and well-being, but
also to ending poverty in all
its forms.

They called on Member
States to continue imple-
menting the “Political Decla-
ration of the High-level
Meeting of the General As-
sembly on Tuberculosis”,
which reaffirmed commit-
ment to end the tuberculosis
epidemic globally by 2030 by
scaling up of TB care and
prevention services. 

In the same vein, the min-
isters urged SADC Member
States to implement the Con-
tinental Accountability
Framework for Action to End
Tuberculosis and to increase
domestic funding initiatives
for TB.

The ministers noted the
progress made in the opera-

tionalization of the SADC
Pooled Procurement Services
(SPSS) and urged Member
States to encourage their
procuring entities to utilise the
SADC pooled procurement
services for procuring health
commodities.

SPPS was operationalised
in October 2018 when the
SADC Secretariat signed a
Memorandum of Understand-
ing with the Medical Store De-
partment of the United
Republic of Tanzania, which
was selected by Member
States to coordinate and man-
age the SPSS. 

The implementation of the
SPPS is expected to strengthen
the capacity of Member States
to effectively prevent and treat
diseases that are of major pub-
lic health concern in the re-
gion and will   improve the
“sustainable availability of
and access to affordable, qual-
ity, safe efficacious essential
medicines”. 

A regional meeting was
held in March 2019 to build
consensus among Member
States on the overall opera-
tions of the SPPS and Draft
Regional Guidelines for SPPS
Operations have been devel-
oped.

The ministers called for in-
tensified efforts in HIV pre-
vention and social
mobilization, access to treat-
ment and support, impact
mitigation of HIV and AIDS,
resource mobilization, and
strengthening institutional
monitoring and evaluation
mechanisms.

The ministers committed
to scale up Health Emergency
Preparedness and response to
outbreaks such as Ebola and
measles. ❒

SADC miNiSTerS responsi-
ble for health and for HIV and
AIDS have approved a tool for
monitoring and tracking im-
plementation of commitments
by Member States to achieve a
decline in malnutrition in the
region.

The SADC Accountability
Scorecard for Nutrition is a
tool to measure progress on
targets made by the region to
improve the nutritional status
of the citizens of the various
countries.

The scorecard provides a
snapshot of the status of key
nutrition indicators, including
continental and global targets,
specific interventions, sensi-
tive interventions, policy and
legal provisions, nutrition fi-
nancing, and socio-economic
impacts.

It requires, among other
things, that SADC Member
States increase budgetary allo-
cations for multi-sectoral nu-
trition plans as well as the
empowerment of women and
adolescent girls and the provi-
sion of nutritional support at
the most critical time of a
child’s life – during pregnancy
and early childhood.

SADC Executive Secretary,
Dr Stergomena Lawrence Tax
noted that although notable
progress is being recorded in
improving the health status of
SADC citizens, the region con-
tinues to have a large propor-
tion of children suffering from
malnutrition. 

She said the problem of
malnutrition should be
viewed from three perspec-
tives, encompassing over-nu-
trition, under-nutrition and
micronutrient deficiencies. 

“If not urgently addressed,
this has the potential to under-
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2019 – Consolidating regional solidarity 
THe yeAr 2019 will go
down in history as the year
southern Africa took a united
stand against a biased global
political system that militates
against developing countries
and punishes those which
dare to challenge the hege-
mony. 
    The region challenged the

continued imposition of eco-
nomic sanctions on one of its
own, Zimbabwe.
     SADC Chairperson, Pres-
ident John Magufuli of the
United Republic of Tanzania
said the illegal sanctions
“have not only affected the
people of Zimbabwe and
their government but our en-
tire region.” 
     In this regard, the 39th
SADC Summit held in Au-
gust in Dar es Salaam called
for the immediate lifting of
the sanctions imposed on
Zimbabwe, and declared 25
October as the day on which
SADC Member States “can
collectively voice their disap-
proval of the sanctions
through various activities
and platforms until the sanc-
tions are lifted.” 
     Indeed on 25 October,
SADC Member States spoke
with one voice and held var-
ious activities denouncing
and calling for the removal of
the sanctions that have hurt
ordinary citizens and caused
economic challenges for the
country.
     Zimbabwe has grappled
with economic and banking
sanctions since 2002 when
the United States and its
western allies imposed an
embargo on the country in
response to the manner in
which the land reform pro-
gramme was carried out and

the leading role played by
Zimbabwe in the interven-
tion in Democratic Republic
of Congo in 1998 in support
of the government.
     These sanctions were im-
posed by the US Congress
under the Zimbabwe
Democracy and Economy
Recovery Act of 2001 and
have been renewed at inter-
vals, but were not approved
by the United Nations Secu-
rity Council.
     However, the impact of
the banking sanctions has
been felt by much more than
the targeted officials and
companies, having a negative
impact on the credit rating of
Zimbabwe and serious trick-
ledown effects on the econ-
omy and, by extension, the
SADC region.
     Another show of solidar-
ity was when SADC Member
States sent out a strong mes-
sage to the global community
declaring that the time has
come for the people of West-
ern Sahara to attain their
right to freedom and self-de-
termination.
     The declaration was made
at a SADC Solidarity Confer-
ence with the Saharawi Arab
Democratic Republic held in
Pretoria, South Africa in
March.
     The solidarity conference
signified the growing call for
global unity to ensure the
right to freedom and self-de-
termination of the people of
Western Sahara.
     Western Sahara remains
the only territory in Africa
under colonial occupation
and oppression, and the
country has been under Mo-
roccan occupation despite
several declarations by re-

gional, continental and inter-
national bodies such as the
United Nations for Western
Sahara to take charge of its
internal processes.
     On the security front, the
SADC Standby Force suc-
cessfully assumed its Africa
Standby Force (ASF) roster
duties on 1 January 2019 for
six months up to the end of
June 2019. 
     The assumption of the
ASF Standby Roster entailed
that the SADC Standby Force
had the primary responsibil-
ity of being the first respon-
der to conflict situations on
the continent by providing a
rapid deployment capability. 
     In this regard, the SADC
Standby Force was the AU
torch-bearer for implement-
ing peacekeeping and peace-
building efforts for the
period January-June 2019, in-
cluding post-conflict disar-
mament and demobilization.
     The ASF, which became
fully operational in 2016, is
an important tool of the
African peace and security
architecture for the preven-
tion, management and reso-
lution of conflicts in the
continent. 
     Throughout the year,
SADC remained seized with
the political situation in the
Democratic Republic of
Congo, Lesotho and Mada-
gascar.
     The SADC region suc-
cessfully deployed SADC
Electoral Observation Mis-
sions (SEOMs) to observe
elections in seven Member
States that held elections in
2019 – Botswana, Union of
Comoros, Madagascar,
Malawi, Mauritius, Mozam-
bique, Namibia and South

Africa. The purpose of the
SEOM is to enhance the cred-
ibility of electoral processes
in southern Africa as well as
deepening democracy in the
region.
     With regard to economic
development, 2019 saw
SADC continuing with its ef-
forts to strengthen the imple-
mentation of activities set out
in the industrial development
strategy and the regional de-
velopment blueprint.
     The SADC Industrialisa-
tion Strategy and Roadmap
2015-2063 provides a frame-
work for major economic and
technological transforma-
tions in southern Africa.
     To support its implemen-
tation, the region in August
approved the SADC Protocol
on Industry, which aims to
improve the policy environ-
ment for industrial develop-
ment.
     The protocol becomes a
stand-alone and binding
legal instrument that will en-
trench and give legal effect to
the SADC Industrialisation
Strategy and Roadmap and
its related Cost-Action Plan
and will ensure adequate co-
ordination, monitoring and
evaluation of implementa-
tion.
     The year also witnessed a
review of the regional
blueprint – the Regional In-
dicative Strategic Develop-
ment Plan (RISDP) –as the
region took stock of its inte-
gration agenda.
     The review was meant to
inform the process of recali-
brating cooperation and the
regional integration strategy
for SADC when the current
development blueprint ends
in 2020.
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Programme was approved in
May, and is expected to con-
tribute towards the develop-
ment of gender-responsive
policies that are effective and
equitable to advance socio-
economic development in
the region. 
     On the cultural front, the
39th SADC Summit adopted
KiSwahili as the fourth offi-
cial language of the regional
organisation alongside En-
glish, French and Portuguese
in honour of former Tanzania
President Julius Nyerere’s
contribution to advancing re-
gional integration.  
     KiSwahili will be adopted
first as a language for oral
communication, before even-
tually being adopted for
written official communica-
tion within SADC. 
     Nyerere had to bear the
greatest burden of freeing
Africa by accommodating
liberation fighters in his
country and providing them
with logistical and military
support. 
     Nyerere was among the
leaders instrumental in the
establishment of the South-
ern African Development
Coordination Conference
(SADCC) – precursor to
SADC – in Zambia in April
1980.

     With regard to agricul-
ture, climate change and dis-
aster management, the
region was affected by the oc-
currence of extreme weather
events.
     Between January and
April, the region faced a
number of weather-related
phenomena such as Tropical
Cyclones Desmond, Enawo,
Idai and Kenneth, which
caused extensive flooding in
countries such as the Union
of Comoros, Madagascar,
Malawi, Mozambique, Tan-
zania and Zimbabwe. 
     Cyclone Idai was one of
the worst tropical storms to
ever affect Africa and the
southern hemisphere and it
left a trail of destruction, in-
cluding extensive damage to
key infrastructure such as
roads, bridges, schools and
clinics. 
     To address the impact,
contingency funds amount-
ing to US$500,000 were re-
leased by SADC towards
emergency relief efforts to
complement efforts by Mem-
ber States, national and inter-
national partners, while a
regional floods appeal was
launched to raise US$323
million to support victims
with immediate needs and
resilience building actions.

S U M M I T   
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     In July, SADC joined the
rest of Africa in launching
the free trade agreement that
will change the global eco-
nomic landscape and boost
intra-regional trade across
the continent.
     Commonly known as the
African Continental Free
Trade Area (AfCFTA), the en-
larged market seeks to pro-
mote the smooth movement
of goods and services across
the continent.
     The creation of an inte-
grated market in Africa is
one of the initiatives to rid
the continent of the remain-
ing vestiges of colonization
and apartheid that has seen
African countries trading
more with the outside world
than among themselves. 
      According to the African
Union, the AfCFTA when
fully operational is expected
to increase African intra-re-
gional trade from the present
10 percent to about 40 percent. 
     With respect to gender
development, SADC Gender
ministers approved a pro-
gramme aimed at promoting
equal participation of
women and men in policy-
making processes. 
     The Regional Multi-Di-
mensional Women’s Eco-
nomic Empowerment

     In terms of agriculture
production, a Synthesis Re-
port on the State of Food and
Nutrition Security and Vul-
nerability in Southern Africa
released in July estimated
that the region has a cereal
deficit of more than 5.4 mil-
lion tonnes this year follow-
ing subdued rainfall during
the 2018/19 season.  
     To minimize the situa-
tion, SADC Member States
put in place measures to
avert hunger, including as-
sisting affected populations
with food supplies as well as
providing emergency live-
stock supplementary feeding
to save cattle, goats, sheep
and other animals.
     The year ended on a sad
note with the death of an
African icon, former Zim-
babwe President Robert Mu-
gabe in September.
     As SADC chairperson
from August 2014 to August
2015, Mugabe was instru-
mental in the development
of the regional strategy to
promote industrialization.
     Mugabe was one of the
Founding Fathers of SADC,
together with leaders of An-
gola, Botswana, Eswatini,
Lesotho, Malawi, Mozam-
bique, Tanzania and Zam-
bia. ❒



6 SouTHerN AfriCA      Today, December 2019

triangular cooperation,
study tours, and subject mat-
ter expert support.
     The programme will
strengthen the use of policy
dialogues that are built on
multi-stakeholder partner-
ships to generate evidence
and make recommendations
towards policy reform and
effective implementation.
     This is in line with one of
the recommendations by the
Ministerial Retreat on the
SADC We Want held in
March 2017. The recommen-
dation called for the need for
inclusive development and
sustained dialogue.
     In addition, this is in line
with Goal 17 of the United
Nations Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals, which calls
for the strengthening of the

THe mAiN objective of the
Revised Strategic Indicative
Plan for the Organ on Poli-
tics, Defence and Security
Cooperation is to create a
peaceful and stable political
and security environment
through which the region
will realise its objectives of
socio-economic develop-
ment, poverty eradication,
and regional integration. 
     The SIPO is, therefore,
not an end in itself but rather
an enabling instrument for
the implementation of other
regional documents, includ-
ing the Protocol on Politics,
Defence and Security Coop-
eration as well as the Re-
vised RISDP and the SADC
Industrialization Strategy
and Roadmap. 
     SIPO is divided into five
sectors, namely Political Sec-
tor; Defence Sector; State Se-
curity Sector; Public Security
Sector; and Police Sector. ❒

strengthen cooperation in
broader areas of common in-
terest, including those of the
Regional Indicative Pro-
gramme (RIP) such as the ef-
fects of climate change,
climate resilience, gender
equality and youth empower-
ment.
     The RIP is the framework
for implementation of the co-
operation agreement be-
tween SADC and the EU.
     In addition, the dialogues
are expected to strengthen
the capacity of SADC in the
areas of research and innova-
tion, economic diversifica-
tion, job and wealth creation,
institutional reforms and
alignment of strategic prior-
ities. ❒

means of implementation
and revitalisation of the
global partnership for sus-
tainable development.
      It is envisaged that the
dialogues supported under
this programme would be
scaled up leading to sustain-
able and longer-term SADC
capacity for regional integra-
tion through evidence-based
and results-oriented policy
development and imple-
mentation in the priority
areas of the SADC Revised
Regional Indicative Strategic
Development Plan (2015-
2020) and the Revised Strate-
gic Indicative Plan of the
Organ on Politics, Defence
and Security Cooperation
(2016-2020).
      It is also envisaged that
the dialogues will further

by Joseph Ngwawi

Due To the intricate nature
of regional integration and
the inherent inter-linkages be-
tween and among the various
Regional Economic Commu-
nities (RECs) that make up
the African Union (AU),
SADC plans to embark on a
programme to share experi-
ences with other RECs from
Africa and the rest of the
world.
      The proposed SADC Dia-
logue Facility aims to con-
tribute to the implementation
of the SADC regional integra-
tion agenda by ensuring that
both the quality of regional
policies and their execution
benefit from the experiences
of others.
     It has been noted that
while SADC regularly en-
gages with peer institutions,
such cooperation rarely con-
siders experiences of other
regional integration pro-
cesses in the world. 
     It is recognised that peer
learning across different re-
gional integration processes
could contribute consider-
ably to strengthening
SADC’s capacity to identify
solutions to its own regional
integration challenges.
      The programme will,
therefore, support peer-to-
peer exchanges for sharing of
regional integration best prac-
tices between SADC and
other African RECs as well as
those from other parts of the
world such as the Association
of South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN), the Southern Com-
mon Market (commonly
known by its Spanish
acronym MERCOSUR) and
the European Union (EU).
     Such exchanges are ex-
pected to take many forms,
including policy dialogues,

SIPO II

I N T E G R A T I O N

THe reViSeD Regional Indicative Strategic Development
Plan (RISDP) 2015-2020 was endorsed by the SADC Extraor-
dinary Summit in April 2015 in Harare, Zimbabwe, as the
new blueprint that will guide the implementation of SADC
programmes over the next five years. The Revised RISDP
has four main priority areas: 
• Priority A: Industrial Development and Market Integration 
• Priority B: Infrastructure in support of regional integration 
• Priority C: Peace and Security Cooperation as a prerequi-

site for regional integration, and
• Priority D: Special Programmes of regional dimension.
     Before the revision, the RISDP was developed and ap-
proved by Summit in 2003 for a 15-year period, but was ef-
fectively implemented from 2005, thus giving an
implementation timeframe of 2005-2020. 
     The RISDP is built on the premise that good political, eco-
nomic and corporate governance are prerequisites for sus-
tainable socio-economic development, and that SADC's
objectives for poverty eradication and deeper levels of inte-
gration will not be realised if these are not in place. 
     Since its approval in 2003, the RISDP has guided SADC
and its partners in planning the implementation of the co-
operation and integration agenda.
     With one year to go before implementation of the current
phase of RISDP comes to an end, SADC has begun the pro-
cess of formulating a new development blueprint, a process
that could benefit immensely from peer learning. ❒

Strengthening regional integration
SADC Dialogue Facility
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Energy security is inextricably linked to industrial-
ization, but along with other regions of Africa, the

Southern African Development Community (SADC)
has some of the lowest rates of access to electricity
(SADC and SARDC, 2016). Intermittent power short-
ages have been experienced across the region for more
than a decade, and if not permanently addressed, could
hinder the regional push towards higher industrial
production (EPF and SAIIA, 2015).

Industrial development has been placed at the
core of the developmental integration agenda of
SADC, and Member States acknowledge that indus-
trial development is central to the diversification of
their economies; the development of productive ca-
pacity; and the creation of employment in order to re-
duce poverty and set their economies on a more
sustainable path. Efficient and affordable energy is a
crucial enabler for economic activity as well as for ef-
forts to attain sustainable development. 

The importance role of energy in the SADC region
has never been more accentuated than now, given the
SADC decision to front-load industrial development in
its economic integration agenda. Energy is a critical area
of the infrastructure pillar of the Revised Regional In-
dicative Strategic Development Plan (RISDP) and con-
siderable preparatory work has been done in this area to
develop enabling policies, systems and processes that will
greatly facilitate project preparation as well as help to at-
tract private sector investments and further promote
public-private partnerships.

This Policy Brief looks at the importance of energy
in the implementation of the SADC industrialization
strategy. It analyses the nexus between the availability of
reliable and affordable energy and the current industri-
alization drive by the region. It highlights the initiatives
being undertaken by the region to improve energy in-
frastructure in support of industrialization, and outlines
some policy options that SADC could adopt in order to
ensure increased investment in new energy infrastruc-
ture, which together with improved management, per-
formance and additional spending on maintenance, is a
prerequisite for industrial development.

SADC Industrialization Strategy and 
Roadmap
The approval of the SADC Industrialization Strategy
and Roadmap 2015-2063 during an Extraordinary
Summit of SADC Heads of State and Government held
in Harare, Zimbabwe in April 2015, represented a huge
step towards economic liberation in the region and was

expected to ensure that Member States harness the full
potential of their vast and diverse natural resources.
The strategy aims to provide the framework for major
economic and technological transformations at the na-
tional and regional levels within the context of deep-
ening regional integration.

The long-term transformation of the SADC
economies requires focused qualitative and quantita-
tive shifts in industrial structure and its enabling en-
vironment, and the interdependence with other sectors
to maximize the direct and indirect value addition in
the industrial sector broadly defined to include related
support services (SADC, 2015).

The industrialization strategy is being imple-
mented in three phases spanning 2015 to 2063:

• Phase I — 2015-2020
• Phase II — 2021-2050
• Phase III — 2051-2063
The first phase covers the remaining period of the

RISDP until 2020. The second phase, spans 30 years, con-
stitutes a period of “heavy lifting development” and es-
tablishing strong momentum for competitiveness
(SADC, 2015). This will involve efforts to ensure that all
Member States have established some level of industrial
development. The final phase, covering 13 years, builds
up on the momentum towards convergence with the
African Union’s long-term Agenda 2063.

The SADC industrialization strategy is anchored
on three interdependent strategic pillars: 

❖ Industrialization as a champion of economic
transformation; 

❖ enhanced Competitiveness; and 
❖ deeper Regional Integration. 
Various strategic interventions are proposed

under each of these pillars. Interventions proposed
under the Industrialization pillar include the creation
of an improved policy environment for industrial de-
velopment, increased volume and efficiency of public
and private sector investments in the SADC economy,
creation of regional value chains and participation in
related global processes, as well as increased value ad-
dition for agricultural and non-agricultural products
and services. The 39th SADC Summit held in Tanzania
in August 2019 approved a Protocol on Industry,
which aims to improve the policy environment for in-
dustrial development and support implementation.
Once operational, the protocol will become a binding
legal instrument that will give legal effect to the SADC
Industrialization Strategy and Roadmap and its related
Costed Action Plan.



The reduction or removal of structural impedi-
ments to industrialization is another target being pur-
sued by SADC under the Industrialization pillar. In
this regard, there is need to improve the power gener-
ation capacity and facilitate an increase in the devel-
opment and use of renewable sources of energy as well
as to ensure adequate water supply.

Interventions under the Competitiveness pillar are
aimed at strengthening of both the macroeconomic and
microeconomic environments in the region. Initiatives
proposed include the development of industrial invest-
ment programmes to support small-to-medium enter-
prises by 2018; training for skills, entrepreneurial and
managerial development; and centres of specialization
for priority sectors. The SADC Centre for Renewable
Energy and Energy Efficiency (SACREEE), which
began operations in 2016 and is hosted by Namibia, is
one such centre of specialization.

The Regional Integration pillar aims to widen the
economic space for development and create incentives
for industry to expand, thus providing opportunities
for economies of scale, clustering and economic link-
ages. Specific interventions under this pillar include
full implementation of the SADC Free Trade Area to
cover all Member States; a common external tariff by
2025; gradual phase-down and abolition of rules of ori-
gin by 2025; liberalization of exchange controls to
allow free movement of capital within SADC by 2030;
and ratification of the SADC Protocol on Trade in Ser-
vices for implementation by 2020.

These interventions are outlined in a Costed Ac-
tion Plan of the SADC Industrialization Strategy and
Roadmap that was approved by an Extraordinary Sum-
mit of SADC Heads of State and Government held in
the Kingdom of Eswatini in March 2017.

Regional Initiatives
Various initiatives are being pursued by the region to
ensure that the energy sector responds to the demands
of the industrialization agenda. 

• Electricity generation and transmission
The SADC region has been making efforts to increase
its electricity generation capacity in response to the

demands of its industrialization programme.  In
2018/19, the region commissioned a total of 4,175
megawatts (MW) of power from public utilities and
independent power producers, as shown in the Pie
Chart.

The target is to commission 4,883MW in
2019/20. This will result in more than 25,000MW
commissioned in the last 10 years. 

To promote the development of the least-cost
power generation and power trading, the region has
been making progress in linking its various national
generating plants through interconnectors and trans-
mission systems (SARDC, 2018). To date, nine power
utilities on the southern African mainland are inter-
connected, except Angola, Malawi and Tanzania. Some
degree of integration of power networks has been ac-
complished, involving Botswana, DRC, Eswatini,
Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, South Africa, Zambia
and Zimbabwe. 

This interconnectivity has facilitated the estab-
lishment of the Southern African Power Pool (SAPP)
as a trading platform, enabling Member States with
power shortfalls to purchase electricity from those
with surplus within the regional energy security
framework. To illustrate the importance that SADC
attaches to energy development as an enabler for rapid
industrialization, the region identified the revision of
the SAPP Plan as one of the priority interventions
needed to address constraints to industrialization. In-
stitutional re-organization and strengthening has also
allowed the region to work collectively towards creat-
ing an environment that is conducive to make SADC
an attractive investment destination for energy pro-
jects. 

There are, however, still challenges as most SAPP
member utilities are struggling to move towards adop-
tion of cost-reflective tariffs to levels that justify private
capital injections while at the same time ensuring that
low-income households continue to access electricity
at affordable charges. According to a report presented
by the Regional Electricity Regulators Association of
Southern Africa (RERA) during the SADC Energy
Thematic Group (ETG) meeting held in April 2019 in
Gaborone, Botswana, cost-reflective tariffs are moving
targets and only Madagascar, Mauritius and Namibia
had achieved or were close to achieving the target, as
shown in the graph.

The tariffs for Zimbabwe were increased in Octo-
ber 2019 to US$10.38 cents per kilowatt hour (kWH)
as part of efforts by the Zimbabwe Electricity Supply
Authority (ZESA) to improve the security of supply.

• Oil and gas
In addition to efforts to improve the availability of elec-
tricity in southern Africa, the 37th SADC Summit held
in Pretoria, South Africa in August 2017 agreed to es-
tablish a regional natural gas committee to promote
the inclusion of gas in the regional energy mix and in
the promotion of industrial development in the region.
In June 2018, SADC Ministers responsible for Energy

Electricity Commissioned by SADC Member
States in 2018/19 (MW) 

8 SouTHerN AfriCA      Today, December 2019

E N E R G Y



agreed to develop a Regional Gas Master Plan that will
guide the exploitation of the vast natural gas resources
that exist in the region. This should help to ensure sus-
tainable gas exploitation in countries such as Angola,
Botswana, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Tan-
zania, Zambia and Zimbabwe where gas reserves have
been determined. 

The formation of a regional gas committee is an
important step for the SADC region, given that the re-
gion has witnessed significant findings of natural gas
in a number of countries, notably Mozambique and
Tanzania. In Mozambique, the gas-to-power industry
is gaining momentum as evidenced by the South
African oil and gas company Sasol’s planned develop-
ment of a 400MW gas-to-power plant in Inhambane
Province. This comes on the back of clear indications
of a very healthy supply of gas in Mozambique. The
United Republic of Tanzania has moved rapidly to
overcome its energy deficit by developing its gas re-
sources for use by the public and private sectors. South
Africa will soon start pursuing the exploration of shale
gas resources in the Karoo basin. 

• Promotion of industrial energy efficiency
The past few years have witnessed a regional drive to-
wards the promotion of industrial energy efficiency.
SACREEE has developed the SADC Industrial En-
ergy Efficiency Programme (SIEEP), which will in-
form the formulation of a policy environment that
promotes industrial energy efficiency in the region.
In creating policies, SIEEP will assist Member States
to articulate standards, regulations, incentives, tariff
structures and mechanisms such as net-metering for
self-generation. SIEEP can assist Member States to
develop legislations that will ensure industrial energy
efficiency is adopted to ensure security of energy sup-
ply in the region.

Policy Considerations
Current plans for hydropower network connectivity
and proposed new generation and transmission pro-
jects should be fast-tracked, including regional joint-

ventures. In this regard, there is
urgent need to accelerate the
design and implementation of
an appropriate institutional
framework for the early devel-
opment of the Inga Dam pro-
ject in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC)
which has enormous potential
for the supply of low-cost elec-
tricity to the SADC region.

The current Regional In-
frastructure Development
Master Plan (RIDMP) should
be fast-tracked and aligned to
meet the needs of the SADC
Industrialization Strategy and
Roadmap as well as to ensure

that the use of existing infrastructure capacity is op-
timized. Adequate measures should be put in place to
ensure that implementation of the RIDMP does not
lag behind. Such measures could include a coordi-
nated mechanism to track implementation of priority
energy projects.

A strategy for leveraging the RIDMP should be
developed to catalyse industrial development and re-
duce current high costs of doing business, including
those related to non-tariff barriers and local procure-
ment of inputs for energy infrastructure development.
In addition, there should be an infrastructure support
programme developed specially for industrialization.
Such a programme would ensure that there is a con-
stant pipeline of financial resources to support the de-
velopment of energy infrastructure and, therefore,
industrialization. 

It has been noted that the poor quality and ineffi-
ciency of existing energy (and other) infrastructure in
the SADC region is largely due to the neglect of stan-
dards in asset procurement and operation and inade-
quate maintenance and management. It will be critical,
therefore, for the region to ensure there is regular
maintenance of existing energy infrastructure. New
funding should include adequate provision for repair,
maintenance, rehabilitation, reconstruction and asset
replacement costs. Member States’ national budgets
should include increased allocations for operational
and maintenance expenditure.

On a related note, Member States should increase
public investment in energy provision both for domes-
tic use and export to regional partners through the
Southern African Power Pool. Attention should be
paid to the reliability, efficiency and cost effectiveness
of energy supply. Simultaneously, governments should
step up the involvement of independent power pro-
ducers to ease the burden on government investment
and spending.

Alternative sources of energy should be ex-
ploited with a particular focus on renewables
while considering the competitive advantage of
the existing natural energy resources and variable

Electricity Tariffs in SADC Member States, April 2019

Source   RERA presenta!on to SADC ETG Mee!ng, April 2019
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geometry of Member States. The region should take
advantage of its status as a “treasure trove” of renew-
able energy sources such as wind and solar by build-
ing its electricity generation capacity. 

Similarly, to ensure a sustainable regional indus-
trial energy efficiency programme, Member States are
encouraged to develop clear energy efficiency policies
and strategies for their implementation. The policies
should have targets for the industrial sector. Legally
binding directives setting targets to be met by the
SADC region and Member States should be consid-
ered. Voluntary or mandatory approaches can be
adopted working in partnership with the regional stan-
dards bodies, such as SADC Cooperation in Standard-
isation (SADCSTAN) and the involvement of the
private sector.

Focus should also go towards the development of
the oil and gas sector, given the reserves that have been
identified in the region lately. This would call for the
fast-tracking and adequate resourcing of the proposed
Inter-State Gas Committee. Similar attention should
be paid to harnessing the benefits derived from the
massive oil reserves that reside in the region. 

SADC should exploit the enormous potential of-
fered by its ocean resources under the Blue Economy
Initiative in order to catalyse industrialization and eco-
nomic transformation. The opportunities under the
Blue Economy Initiative include, among others, re-

newable energy, fishing, shipping, oil and mineral ex-
ploration. In this regards, the Blue Economy Initiative
should be mainstreamed in developing the infrastruc-
ture required to accelerate industrialization.

To close financing gaps, action will be needed
across the policy spectrum. Governments will need
substantial funding for infrastructure development
of energy and soft infrastructure as well as funding
for human capital development and access to tech-
nology. Almost certainly this will require greater pri-
vate sector participation, with potentially
far-reaching implications in respect of public-private
projects and the commercialization or privatization
of infrastructure industries.

A well-resourced Regional Development Fund
is a pre-requisite for accelerated regional industrial-
ization. The planned SADC Development Fund
should be urgently operationalized as a regional de-
velopment bank with the capacity to attract interna-
tional funding.

Finally, there is need to strengthen efforts to tap
into domestic sources of funding. Possible sources
include taxes, the domestic banking sector, private
equity funds, public-private partnerships, sovereign
wealth funds, remittances, and pension funds. Mech-
anisms could be put in place to access funding for en-
ergy infrastructure development from these domestic
sources.
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G E N D E R  

In 1995, women representa-
tion in parliament was 8.5 per-
cent, rising to nine percent in
1997 and 11.3 percent in 2006
before declining to 9.5 percent
in 2015. 

The trend continued in
2019 when the number of
women in parliament
dropped from six in 2015 to
three following elections held
on 23 October, representing
just 4.7 percent of the 63 mem-
bers of parliament.

The low number of women
contesting the elections was a
concern for the SADC Elec-
toral Observation Mission
(SEOM) which noted that the
situation requires national re-
flection to address the gender
imbalance in politics. 

A major reason that could
be a contributing factor to the
low number of women in pol-
itics and decision-making po-
sitions is that Botswana does
not have a quota set for repre-
sentation of women in the Na-
tional Assembly and Local
Government.

Mauritius is one of the few
countries in SADC that contin-
ues to have few women in pol-
itics and decision-making
positions, and is one of the
two SADC Member States, to-
gether with the Union of Co-
moros, that are not party to the
Revised SADC Protocol on
Gender and Development.

Mauritius has not signed
the Protocol because it is not in
line with the civil code of the
country, which allows children
below the age of 18 but above

by Nyarai Kampilipili 

THe eQuAl representation of
women and men in politics and
decision making seemed to be
an impossible target a few
decades ago, and unattainable.

Fast forward to 2019.
South Africa attained the 50:50
target in Cabinet after Presi-
dent Cyril Ramaphosa an-
nounced a cabinet of 28
ministers comprising of 14
women and 14 men. In the
South African Parliament,
about 45 percent of the mem-
bers are women.

This edition of Southern
Africa Today reviews the
progress towards 50:50 repre-
sentation made by three  of
the SADC Member States that
held elections recently –
Botswana, Mauritius and
Mozambique.

Steady progress
towards equal
representation in
Mozambique
moZAmbiQue is one of the
leading countries in the region
that has maintained a high
representation of women in
parliament. This is largely due
to the introduction of a gender
quota by the Mozambique
Liberation Front (Frelimo) in
1992, which has been applied
since the 1994 elections.
At that time, the quota system
initially ensured that at least
30 percent of candidates for
the National Assembly and
local government positions
were women. It was later re-
viewed and raised to 35 per-
cent in 1999 and then to 40
percent for the 2004 elections.
The participation of women in
elections is promoted through
a Proportional Representation

SouTHerN AfriCA      Today 11

SADC striving for 50:50   

16 to marry with parental con-
sent.

In 2012, representation of
women in parliament was 18.6
percent going down to 11.6 in
2015.

In the 7 November parlia-
mentary elections, only 148 of
the 810 aspiring candidates
were women and of these,
only nine won seats in the par-
liament, representing 14.5 per-
cent of the 62 contested seats. 

In a preliminary statement,
the African Union Election
Observation Mission said the
number of women candidates
(18 percent) was worrisome
and required interventions to
increase the participation of
women in politics. 

27 November
elections in Namibia 
THe eleCTorAl Commis-
sion of Namibia (ECN) says
that a total of 1,358,468 voters
were registered for the elec-
tions on 27 November, of
which 717,809 were women
and 640,659 men. For the pres-
idential election, there were 11
candidates of which one was a
woman. Esther Muinjangue is
the first woman to stand as a
presidential candidate in
Namibia. With regard to elec-
tions for the National Assem-
bly, a total of 1,059 candidates
were registered, of which 44.5
percent were women. See elec-
tion story on page 14. ❒

(PR) system in which the
number of candidates is calcu-
lated proportionally in accor-
dance with the votes obtained. 

Each registered political
party submits a list of candi-
dates to the National Electoral
Commission (CNE) in ad-
vance of the election, and the
CNE determines the number
of seats for each party based
on the election results. The
parties rank their candidates
with the most preferred mak-
ing the top list.

As a result of the quota sys-
tem, the number of women in
parliament has been increasing
since 1994 when the first multi-
party elections were held.

Representation of women
in the Mozambican parlia-
ment following the 1994 elec-
tions stood at 24.4 percent,
and rose to 32.8 percent in
2004 and 39.6 percent in 2014.    

There were no women can-
didates for the Presidency, but
256 women successfully regis-
tered for legislative elections
and 988 for provincial assem-
bly elections, including five
women candidates for gover-
nor positions.

Of the 250 seats, women
surpassed the 40 percent tar-
get and now account for 44
percent representation in par-
liament. 

Is 50:50 an attainable
target for Botswana
and Mauritius by 2030?
boTSWANA signed the re-
vised SADC Protocol on Gen-
der and Development which
calls for equal representation
of women and men in politics
and decision-making posi-
tions, but has not been per-
forming well in advancing
this representation.
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by Admire Ndhlovu 

THe SADC region is facing a
recurrent drought and flood
challenge due to cyclic weather
patterns, made worse by cli-
mate variability and change. 
The cyclic weather patterns re-
sult from the El Niño Southern
Oscillation (ENSO), a naturally
occurring phenomenon that in-
volves fluctuating ocean tem-
peratures in the equatorial
Pacific Ocean. 
     El Niño is a term for the
warming phase of the ENSO,
while the cooling phase, which
has global climate impacts op-
posite to those of El Niño, is re-
ferred to as La Niña. El Niño
and La Niña can make extreme
weather events such as
droughts, floods and storms
more likely, as they influence
temperature and rainfall pat-
terns. 
     Strong El Niño events oc-
curred in the years 1957-58,
1965-66, 1972-73, 1982-83, 1987-
88, 1991-92, 1997-98, and 2015-
16. The latter is the strongest on
record.
     Strong La Niña events were
experienced in 1973-74, 1975-
76, 1988-89, 1999-2000, and
2010-11.  
     In the SADC region, an El
Niño event is characterised by
droughts while La Niña is as-
sociated by wet conditions and
floods.  
     An analysis of El Niño
cyclic events between 1950 and
the present shows that they are
increasing in intensity. 
     The impacts of these cyclic
weather patterns are made
worse by changing global cli-
mate. Irrespective of El Niño
events, there is a long-term
trend towards the warming of
the Earth’s climate because of
rising heat-trapping green-
house gas emissions from
human and industrial activi-
ties.
     A new report titled “The
Global Climate” has identified

Cyclic weather patterns a threat to southern Africa 
voirs that support urban, rural,
industrial and agricultural
water needs in the region. For
example in 2007, evaporation
led to extremely low water lev-
els in most dams in Zimbabwe,
resulting in many of them
being decommissioned.
     Declining water levels in
Lake Kariba between Zambia
and Zimbabwe continues to be
a major concern resulting in
low hydropower generation. 
     Lake Kariba is designed to
have minimum levels of be-
tween 475.5 and 488.5 metres
for hydropower generation. 
     As of 18 November the lake
level was 477.2m, slightly
above the minimum threshold
required for power generation.
This was equivalent to about
12 percent of usable storage
and was much lower than the
483.8m recorded on the same
day, the previous year. 
     In October 2015, the United
Republic of Tanzania was
forced to switch off all its hy-
dropower plants due to low
water levels in the major dams. 
     As a result of the low water
levels, hydro-electricity gener-
ation fell to 20 percent of ca-
pacity, making it difficult for
the dams to operate. 
     Tanzania, which has signifi-
cant gas reserves, has since con-
verted its infrastructure in key
areas to use mainly natural gas.
     Increase in intensity of La
Niña occurrences, coupled
with acceleration of rising sea
levels pose a great concern to
countries with extensive low-
lying coastal areas such as
Mozambique.
     According to the WMO re-
port, over the period 2014-2019
the rate of global mean sea
level rise amounted to five mil-
limetres per year, substantially
faster than the average rate
since 1993 of 3.2 mm/year. 
     More than 60 percent of the
Mozambican population lives
in low-lying coastal areas. As
such, the rise in sea level poses

great risk to their infrastruc-
ture, coastal agriculture, key
ecosystems and fisheries. The
country is already prone to
tropical storms from the
Mozambique Channel.
     In light of the increasing in-
tensity of El Niño and La Niña
as well as impacts of climate
change, the establishment of
vibrant disaster-risk strategies
is a priority for southern
Africa.
     In order to prepare for future
hazards, the 39th SADC Sum-
mit called on Member States to
implement comprehensive
multi-year response plans to
tackle the recurrent droughts
and food insecurity challenges.
     In November, SADC and
the European Union launched
an Intra African, Caribbean
and Pacific (ACP) Global Cli-
mate Change Alliance Plus
(GCCA+) Programme to
strengthen capacity of SADC
Member States to undertake
climate change adaptation and
mitigation interventions.
     The programme, which is
an integral part of the imple-
mentation of SADC regional
integration agenda, will sup-
port SADC governments, re-
gional organisations, private
and public sector to strengthen
the capacity of Member States
to undertake regional and na-
tional adaptation and mitiga-
tion actions in response to the
challenges posed by climate
change and climate variability. 
     In addition, it will assist in
the design of pilot projects on
adaptation in several Member
States. 
     The SADC Secretariat is, in
collaboration with Member
States, developing a strategy
for effective coordination of
disaster responses.
     The proposed SADC Disas-
ter Preparedness and Re-
sponse Strategy will ensure
that mechanisms are put in
place and adequate resources
are available for the effective
management of disasters. ❒

significant changes in climate
since 2015.
     The report, published by the
World Meteorological Organi-
zation (WMO) ahead of the
United Nations Climate Sum-
mit held in New York in
September, revealed that there
have been significant changes
in climate over the past five
years, including dramatic rises
in temperature and the sea
level and the occurrence and
intensity of extreme weather
events such as droughts and
floods.
     According to the report, the
period 2015-2019 is the warmest
on record, with the year 2016
being the warmest year on
record globally. Temperatures
during the period are said to
have been over 1°C higher than
the pre-industrial period.
     Occurrence of an El Niño
under an increasingly warming
environment as a result of cli-
mate change has serious im-
pacts on climate-sensitive
sectors such as agriculture,
water supply, energy and
tourism. 
     The El Niño-induced
drought during the 2015/16 sea-
son impacted on the energy sec-
tor and left an estimated 40
million people food insecure,
with Botswana, Eswatini,
Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique,
Namibia and Zimbabwe declar-
ing a state of national disaster. 
     The sensitivity of agricul-
ture to climate-induced water
stress is likely to deepen the ex-
isting challenges of declining
agricultural outputs, declining
economic productivity, poverty
and food insecurity, with
smallholder farmers particu-
larly affected.
     The region is particularly
vulnerable due to its heavy de-
pendence on rain-fed agricul-
ture and climate-sensitive
resources.
     The increase in tempera-
tures usually results in a rise in
evaporation loses from reser-
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Occurrence of extreme events in southern Africa

Between January and April, southern Africa was affected by tropical cyclones Desmond, Idai and Kenneth. Cyclone
Idai, which was  recorded as one of the worst tropical storms to affect Africa and the southern hemisphere claimed
hundreds of lives and left a trail of destruction in Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe. More than 800,000 hectares
of cropland as well as crops and seed stocks were destroyed, while about 3.3 million people were left in need of im-
mediate humanitarian assistance.

Southern Africa experienced drought and suffered a cereal deficit of more than 5.4 million tonnes. The decline in cereal
output resulted in an estimated 41.2 million food insecure people in 13 SADC Member States.

Food security generally improved in the region while some countries experienced floods caused by Cyclones Dineo
and Enawo. Cyclone Dineo  resulted in an estimated loss of more than 29,000 hectares of crops in Mozambique while
Cyclone Enawo severely affected Madagascar, leaving more than 50 people dead and almost 329,000 people homeless.
Cases of fall armyworm outbreak were also reported for the first time in southern Africa.

The SADC region experienced severe drought leaving an estimated 40 million people food insecure, with Botswana,
Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Swaziland and Zimbabwe declaring a state of national disaster. The El Niño-
induced drought during the 2015/16 season was described as the worst in 35 years. 

Tens of thousands of people in Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe were severely affected by floods caused by Trop-
ical Storm Chedza which started in December 2014 and continued throughout February 2015. Malawi was hard hit
by floods. More than 150,000 people in Mozambique were affected and about 6,000 in Zimbabwe. 

Southern Africa had a relatively higher output of cereals and other crops in the 2012/13 season despite disruptions
caused by erratic rains and flooding. The season was generally characterised by below average rainfall in much of the
southern and western regions, with average to above-average rainfall in the northern and eastern areas.

The region experienced flooding, affecting and displacing thousands of people in Angola, Botswana, Malawi, Namibia
and Zambia.

Cyclone Favio-induced floods affected Mozambique and parts of Zimbabwe.

Parts of southern Africa received very heavy rains resulting in flooding that caused considerable infrastructural dam-
age, destroying schools, crops, telecommunications and roads.

Most parts of the region received below normal rainfall during the agricultural season. Several countries in southern
Africa declared state of natural disasters.

Severe Drought in the SADC Region.

Cyclone Eline hit the region and widespread floods devastated large parts of the Limpopo basin (southern and central
Mozambique, southern-eastern Mozambique, parts of South Africa, Botswana and Zimbabwe). In Mozambique alone
it affected 2 million people with 650,000 forced to abandon their homes.

Many countries in the SADC were hit by a severe drought, surpassing the impact of the 1991 – 1992 droughts.

Worst drought in living memory at the time was experienced in southern Africa, excluding Namibia.

Drought conditions returned to the region.

This year saw a particularly severe drought for the entire African continent.

Most of sub-tropical Africa experienced drought.

Severe drought occurred in most parts of southern Africa.

This period was relatively moist over much of southern Africa.

This six-year period was dry across the entire region. Some records show a severe drought in 1967.

C L I M A T E  C H A N G E
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ing from 60 percent in Nampula
to 95 percent in Gaza. The candi-
date who heads the list of the
winning party in each province
automatically becomes the
provincial governor under the
new legislation. 

President Nyusi, who will be
inaugurated in January 2020, ex-
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THe CoNSTiTuTioNAl
Council validated the results of
the 15 October national election,
which was won by the Mozam-
bique Liberation Front (Frelimo)
and its presidential candidate
Filipe Nyusi.

The main opposition party
had challenged the results an-
nounced by the National Elec-
tions Commission (CNE), but the
Constitutional Court said in its 11
November ruling, that there was
not sufficient evidence of electoral
fraud. The Constitutional Council
has the final say on electoral dis-
putes.

According to the CNE, Presi-
dent Filipe Nyusi won a new
five-year term after he secured
73 percent of the votes cast,
against 21 percent by Ossufo
Momade of the Mozambique
National Resistance (Renamo). 

Leader of the Mozambique
Democratic Movement (MDM),
Daviz Simango won four per-
cent of the valid votes, the same
as Mario Albino of the Action
Party of the United Movement
for Integral Salvation.

Under the Mozambican elec-
toral law, the president is directly
elected after winning 50 percent
plus one of the valid votes cast.

In the 250-member House of
Assembly, Frelimo won 71 per-
cent of the seats, while Renamo
and the MDM garnered 22 per-
cent and four percent, respec-
tively.

Parliamentarians in Mozam-
bique are elected through a sys-
tem of proportional
representation by party list
based on the provinces.

This was the first time that
elections for provincial gover-
nors were held following a
change to legislation on provin-
cial assemblies made earlier this
year. 

In the provincial assembly
elections, Frelimo won all 10
provinces, with majorities rang-

four SADC Member States held national elections in October and November – Mozambique,
Botswana, Mauritius, and Namibia. The elections were observed by a number of local, regional and
international organizations, including the SADC Electoral Observation Missions (SEOMs) and the
African Union.

Four elections 

tended an olive branch to the op-
position, saying he is ready to
work with all like-minded
Mozambicans to develop the
country.

“I want to express my respect
to the opposition parties… We
must work together to develop
our country.” ❒

Constitutional Council upholds election results in Mozambique

Masisi’s BDP wins mandate in Botswana

Ruling party gets another
mandate in Mauritius

SWAPO wins elections in Namibia

THe boTSWANA Democratic
Party (BDP) won the 23 October
general elections, securing a
mandate to continue leading the
country. 

Botswana uses a single con-
stituency electoral system of
First-Past-The-Post for the elec-
tion of Members of Parliament.
Elected members of parliament
then act as an electoral college to
vote for the President. 

The Parliament of Botswana
has 63 seats, of which 57 are filled
through direct election. There are
four seats reserved for the major-
ity party in Parliament, while the
President and Attorney-General
are ex-officio members. 

The majority of seats as set
out by the Independent Electoral
Commission (IEC) of Botswana
is 29 out of the 57 available seats
in the National Assembly. 

According to the final results
announced by the IEC, the BDP
secured 38 seats or 67 percent of
the total, which is more than the
majority seats of 29 required to
form the next government. 

The main opposition Um-
brella for Democratic Change led
by Duma Boko, garnered 15
seats, while the Botswana Patri-
otic Front led by Biggie Butale
managed to get three seats, with
the remaining seat going to the
Alliance for Progressives. 

In his victory message, Mokg-
weetsi Masisi, who was sworn-in
as the President of Botswana on
1 November, said there is little
time to celebrate as focus should

now be placed on implementing
initiatives aimed at promoting
sustainable development. 

“Elections are not simply
about the numbers, but they also
signal hope, change, progress
and a better life. True to our
word, we will continue to roll
out our manifesto with immedi-
ate effect. You can rest assured
knowing that you have chosen a
government of execution and ac-
countability.” ❒

CoNTrAry To tradition, Mauri-
tius has voted for the ruling coali-
tion to continue steering the
development of the country for the
next five years.

Since 1991, no political party or
coalition has obtained a second
term after an election nor won a
majority to form a government.

However, final results an-
nounced by the electoral commis-
sion after the 7 November elections
said the Morisian Alliance led by
Prime Minister Pravind Jugnauth
won 42 of 70 seats in parliament,
while the National Alliance led by
Navin Ramgoolam got 17 seats,
with the Mauritian Militant Move-
ment represented by former Prime
Minister Paul Berenger getting
nine seats.

Mauritius has a 70-member
unicameral Assembly in which 62
MPs are elected directly by popu-
lar vote in a system of block voting
where each voter casts three ballots
for three candidates from each of
the 21 constituencies, including the
offshore island of Rodrigues. The
remaining eight MPs are selected
from a list of “best losers”. ❒

THe SouTH West Africa Peo-
ple’s Organisation (SWAPO)
Party won a majority in the gen-
eral elections held on 27 Novem-
ber, with presidential candidate
Hage Geingob winning 56 per-
cent of the vote.

Namibia uses a majority sys-
tem for presidential elections in
which the candidate with more
than 50 percent of the votes is
declared the winner. 

Geingob will be sworn in for
his second and last term as Pres-
ident in March next year.

His closest rival, Panduleni
Itula, a SWAPO Party member
who ran for the presidency
as an independent, got 29 per-
cent while McHenry Venaani of
the main opposition party,
the Popular Democratic Move-
ment (PDM), formerly the
Democratic Turnhalle Alliance
(DTA), could only manage five
percent.

In elections for the 104-mem-
ber National Assembly, the
SWAPO Party got 63 seats, while
PDM secured 16 seats and the
Landless People’s Movement
got four seats.

Five other parties got two
seats each in parliament – the All
People’s Party, the Namibia Eco-
nomic Freedom Fighters, Na-
tional Unity Democratic
Organisation, Republican Party
of Namibia, and the United
Democratic Front. The Christian
Democratic Voice, the Rally for
Democracy and Progress, and
the South West Africa National
Union got one seat each.

Namibia uses the Proportional
Representation (PR) system for
legislative elections. Under the PR
system, each political party sub-
mits a list of candidates and then
the parties receive seats propor-
tional to their overall share of the
national vote. ❒
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October – December 2019

December
25 Nov-10 Dec,  16 Days of Activism against Gender Based Violence 
Global The annual worldwide campaign to oppose violence against women and

children aims to raise awareness of the negative impact that violence and
abuse have on women and children, and to end abuse, takes place every
year at this time. The theme this year is “Orange the World: Generation Equal-
ity Stands against Rape!”

1, Global World Aids Day 
The commemoration of World Aids Day is an opportunity to recognize the
essential role of communities in the AIDS response at the international, na-
tional and local levels. The theme for this year is “Communities make the dif-
ference.”

2-4, Egypt African Economic Conference 
The conference provides an opportunity for researchers, policymakers and
development practitioners to debate and build knowledge on solutions for
continental integration. Theme: “’Jobs, Entrepreneurship and Capacity De-
velopment for African Youths.”

2-13, Spain UNFCCC COP 25
The 25th Session of the Conference of Parties (COP 25) to the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change will bring together global leaders to continue
negotiations towards a global consensus on addressing the impact of climate
change.

6, Gaborone NAM representative to visit SADC
The Venezuelan Ambassador to Namibia is expected to visit the SADC Sec-
retariat to present letters of credence to the Executive Secretary and to thank
SADC for supporting his country during its leadership of the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) since 2016. NAM is a forum of 120 countries, the second
largest grouping of States after the United Nations, with ideals of promoting
national independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and security, and
hopes to strengthen collaboration with SADC in the areas of peace, sustain-
able development, and promotion of human rights.

10-17, Namibia SADC PF Plenary Assembly
The 46th Plenary Assembly of the SADC Parliamentary Forum meets in
Swakopmund on the theme of “the role of Parliaments in the unfolding of
Universal Health Coverage by 2030.” The biannual Plenary, which brings to-
gether the Speakers of Parliament from 14 SADC Member States will also
focus on gender-based violence and other pertinent issues. Madagascar is
expected to become the 15th member of the SADC PF at this Plenary session.  

January 2020 
13-16, UAE World Future Energy Summit 

Stakeholders will discuss ways to harness clean energy and promote innova-
tion in the energy sector.

19, Comoros  Assembly of the Union Elections in Comoros 
The Union of Comoros has set 19 January 2020 as the date for elections to
the Comorian Assembly of Union. The 33 Assembly seats are divided into 24
seats directly elected in single-member constituencies using a two-round sys-
tem, and nine seats elected by the Island assemblies, which elect three mem-
bers each.

21-24, Switzerland 50th World Economic Forum 
The meeting will bring together more than 3,000 participants, including
world leaders, businesspersons and researchers to discuss the global eco-
nomic agenda under the theme “Stakeholders for a Cohesive and Sustainable
World”.

30-31, Ethiopia 33rd Ordinary Session of the AU Assembly 
African Heads of State and Government will gather for the 33rd Assembly of
the African Union, which will be preceded as usual by ministerial and tech-
nical meetings. The AU theme for 2020 is “Securing predictable and sustain-
able financing for peace in Africa.” 

February  
2, Global World Wetlands Day 

Government agencies, non-government organisations and community groups
have celebrated World Wetlands Day since 1997 with actions to raise public
awareness of wetland values and benefits, and to promote the conservation
and wise use of wetlands.
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PUBLIC HOLIDAYS IN SADC
December 2019 – February 2020

A shared future within a regional community

H I S T O R Y  T O D A Y

8 December        Feast of the Immaculate Conception        Seychelles
9 December        Immaculate Conception Holiday                Seychelles
9 December        Independence Day                                             Tanzania
10 December      International Human Rights Day                    Namibia 
                                Day of Reconciliation                                  South Africa
22 December      National Unity Day                                          Zimbabwe
23 December     Public Holiday                                                  Zimbabwe 
25 December     Christmas Day                    All SADC countries except 
                                                                               Botswana, Malawi, Zambia
                                Family Day                                    Angola, Mozambique
26 December      Boxing Day                       Lesotho, Eswatini, Tanzania, 
                                                                                                              Zimbabwe
                                Family Day                                                             Namibia 
                                Day of Goodwill                                            South Africa
28 December      Incwala Day                                             Eswatini   (TBC)
                                (start of Incwala festival)                                                    

1 January             New Year’s Day                                                           SADC
2 January             New Year Holiday                          Botswana, Mauritius 
4 January             Martyrs Day                                                                   DRC
12 January           Zanzibar Revolution Day                                  Tanzania
15 January           John Chilembwe Day                                            Malawi
16 January           Heroes Day (Laurent Kabila)                                     DRC
17 January           Heroes Day (Patrice Lumumba)                               DRC
25 January           Chinese Spring Festival                                    Mauritius

1 February           Abolition of Slavery                                           Mauritius
3 February           Heroes Day                                                   Mozambique
4 February           National Armed Struggle Day                            Angola
8 February           Thaipoosam Cavadee                                       Mauritius
21 February         Maha Shivaratree                                               Mauritius
                                Robert G Mugabe National Youth Day     Zimbabwe

9 December 1961 
Tanganyika independence

oN THe eve of 9 December 1961, a team of climbers led by
Brig. Alex Nyirenda planted the Uhuru torch (Mwenge wa
Uhuru in KiSwahili, literally the “Torch of Freedom”) and
Tanganyika’s new flag on the summit of Africa’s highest peak,
Mount Kilimanjaro, the highest freestanding mountain in the
world, while in Dar es Salaam, the lights went out in the
stadium at midnight and in the dark, the British “union jack”
flag was lowered and the new flag of independence was
raised. The lights went up and the stadium erupted into
cheers of Uhuru … Freedom… that echoed throughout the
subcontinent for the next 30 years until all countries in
southern Africa were free of colonial rule. 

THiS yeAr marks the 58th national independence an-
niversary of the United Republic of Tanzania, then known
as Tanganyika, a proud territory and home to people of
many rich cultures. But it was the riches from the mineral
resources under the soil that beckoned when the Euro-
pean powers met at the Berlin conference of 1885 and al-
located this area to Germany as part of German East
Africa that included Rwanda, Burundi and mainland Tan-
ganyika. During World War I in Europe, Britain first block-
aded and then invaded the territory, eventually taking
over the administration under League of Nations mandate. After the second war
in Europe, WWII, ended in 1945, Tanganyika was placed under Trusteeship of the
United Nations. 

The Tanganyika African National Union (TANU) was formed in 1954 by the
people of Tanganyika to push for independence, under the leadership of Julius
Kambarage Nyerere who became the founding President. The first article of the
TANU Constitution says, “All human beings are equal, and Africa is one.”

Julius Nyerere, known as Baba wa Taifa (Father of the Nation), united the coun-
try by advocating for peaceful change, social equality, and racial and ethnic har-
mony. Tanganyika became a republic after one year, on 9 December 1962, uniting
more than 120 ethnic groups from mainland Tanganyika. Zanzibar gained inde-
pendence the following year on 10 December 1963, and united with the mainland
to become the United Republic of Tanzania.  Nyerere, who was fondly addressed
as Mwalimu (Teacher), stood for freedom and unity – uhuru na umoja in the lyrical
language of KiSwahili, itself a language of unity as it grew from the roots of several
other languages.

As the visionary leader of the first country in eastern and southern Africa to re-
gain its independence and sovereignty, Nyerere pledged that national freedom
would remain incomplete and meaningless while the rest of the continent was not
free. He and the people of Tanganyika dedicated the next 33 years to the liberation
of their neighbours, providing moral and material support, and refuge until the
last country, South Africa, was liberated from apartheid rule. Nyerere was a
founder of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) in 1963, and hosted the OAU
Liberation Committee in Dar es Salaam until its mission was accomplished in 1994.

In his first television interview after independence in 1961, Mwalimu was very
optimistic of a liberated and united Africa, he echoed, “I think it's going to be a future
of a common sentiment, a sentiment which has been built up during this whole pe-
riod of struggle and pre-struggle and I can see Africa myself speaking as a continent
with a greater unity, greater uniformity than any other continent in the world.”

This year Tanzania in its capacity as the chair of Southern African Development
Community continues to embrace Unity, Peace and Prosperity, as it spearheads
regional integration. The National Day of independence gives a reflection of the
achievements of Tanzania, and its role in the realisation of liberation across the
region, first political independence and then economic integration within the
African Union. ❒

Angola, DRC liberation roots
JANuAry 4 is a special date in the liberation history of Angola and DRC, com-
memorated as the Martyrs Day every year in memory of the people who fought
for independence in various ways. On this date in 1961, an uprising by cotton
workers in Angola, demanding better working conditions and salaries, claimed
about 40,000 lives. This marked the beginning of a new and revolutionary phase
which the colonizers tried to suppress with extreme retribution. 

Known as the “Independence Martyrs Day”, the same date is commemorated
for the mass action of 1959 which marked the end of Belgian colonialism in the
Congo and the beginning of a new revolutionary phase of the radicalisation. The
Kinshasa revolt was spontaneous, with the people in urban areas taking their own
initiative to make the slogan “immediate independence” a reality and it became
a non-negotiable demand of the national independence movement. 

These two events changed the course of Congolese and Angolan history. ❒

Founding President Julius Kambarage Nyerere Brig. Alex Nyirenda with Tanganyika's flag and
the Uhuru torch at the summit of Mt. Kilimanjaro.
(Photos courtesy of Tanzania Information Services)


