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we were able to overcome the
challenges,” he said.

“It is for this reason that I am
launching the SADC Appeal for
Humanitarian Assistance to
save lives and alleviate human
suffering of all the affected com-
munities.” 

President Geingob urged the
international community to
continue to assist in rebuilding
the livelihoods of the affected
communities in Malawi,
Mozambique and Zimbabwe.

The SADC Executive Secre-
tary, Dr Stergomena Lawrence
Tax agreed, saying a collective
approach to addressing the im-
pacts of Cyclone Idai will yield
positive results.

“Allow me to thank Member
States and our international co-
operating partners for render-
ing support to alleviate the
suffering of the affected com-
munities during the floods and
the period immediately after,
until now,” Dr Tax said.

“Your support has gone a
long way in saving lives and
livelihoods, and will be remem-
bered by the affected communi-
ties for a long time to come.”

She said that in the past few
years the region has experi-
enced extreme weather condi-
tions and events, including the
increased frequency of floods,
cyclones, and droughts that
have had devastating impacts
on SADC.

Therefore, it is critical for the
region to develop viable and in-
novative measures to enable
Member States to adapt and

cope with the challenges posed
by climate change.

“There is a revelation that as
climate change intensifies, Cy-
clone Idai will be remembered
as a relatively insignificant
weather event,” she said,
adding that “the era of super-
storms and cyclones is just
around the corner.”

“Therefore, the earlier we
undertake measures to reduce
global warming, lessen the im-
pacts of climate change and
variability, and be better pre-
pared for the impending disas-
ters, the better.”

She said the region’s re-
sponse to the impacts of Cy-
clone Idai had highlighted

SADC HAS launched an inter-
national appeal to support the
affected Member States to cope
with the impact of Tropical Cy-
clone Idai that hit parts of
Malawi, Mozambique and Zim-
babwe in March.

An estimated three million
people in the three countries
were affected by Cyclone Idai,
which has been recorded as one
of the worst tropical storms to
affect Africa and the southern
hemisphere.

The cyclone claimed hun-
dreds of lives and left a trail of
destruction in the three coun-
tries, including key infrastruc-
ture such as roads, bridges,
schools and clinics.

To support the humanitarian
needs and disaster response for
recovery of the affected coun-
tries, the SADC Chairperson,
President Hage Geingob of
Namibia launched an appeal
for US$3.2 million on 11 April.
The appeal is expected to com-
plement the efforts at regional
and national levels to address
the situation.

Speaking at the launch of the
appeal held in Windhoek,
Namibia, Geingob said the in-
tensity and gravity of the cy-
clone emphasised “the need for
collaborative efforts and sup-
port from partners to improve
our preparedness and enhance
the capacity to respond to the
negative impacts of climate
change and other disasters.”

“I wish to emphasise that
through our joint efforts, in re-
sponse to disasters in the past,

SADC launches humanitarian appeal for Cyclone Idai victims
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shortfalls in the disaster man-
agement capacity, including in
early warning, preparedness,
response and recovery that the
region needs to address as a
matter of urgency.

In recognition of this, Dr Tax
said the SADC Secretariat, in
collaboration with Member
States, is in the process of devel-
oping a strategy for effective co-
ordination of responses to
disasters. 

The SADC Disaster Pre-
paredness and Response Strat-
egy when finalized will provide
suitable response mechanisms
and adequate resources for the
effective management of disas-
ters. r

folloWING THE devastating impact of Cyclone Idai, the
SADC Chairperson, President Hage Geingob of Namibia,
mandated the Secretariat to develop a regional appeal for sup-
port to the affected communities and Member States – Malawi,
Mozambique and Zimbabwe. 

The appeal is a collaborative effort of the affected Member
States and the SADC Emergency and Resilience Technical
Working Group composed of a multi-sectoral team at the Sec-
retariat working collaboratively with United Nations agencies
based in the region, international non-governmental organi-
zations and national disaster management offices. 

The development of the Regional Disaster Appeal is a key
milestone in responding to the impacts of the cyclone, as it
documents the resource needs and gaps. 

The appeal also highlights the early recovery actions, and
further recommends on humanitarian and resilience efforts,
but most importantly it emphasizes the process of drawing
lessons for better preparedness, response and coordination at
both national and regional levels.

The appeal aims to complement the efforts that Member
States, civil society organizations and international cooperat-
ing partners have made towards the addressing the impacts
of the disaster.  r

disaster 
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by Kumbirai Nhongo

THE TrAGIC deaths and
widespread destruction caused
by Cyclone Idai in Malawi,
Mozambique and Zimbabwe
point to the need for develop-
ment of resilient infrastructure
that can withstand the adverse
weather conditions and impacts
of climate change.   
     The African Development
Bank (AfDB) defines climate re-
silient investments as those that
are “climate-proof” because
they take into account predicted
changes in climate during plan-
ning, design and implementa-
tion.
     In the aftermath of the cy-
clone, the UN Special Represen-
tative for Disaster Risk
Reduction, Mami Mizutori, em-
phasised that apart from effec-
tive early warning systems, there
is need to invest in resilient in-
frastructure to break the disaster-
response-recovery cycle.
     Flooding has affected nearly
3 million people in Mozambique,
Malawi, and Zimbabwe since
rains began in early March and
Cyclone Idai struck March 14
and 15. The death toll in the three
countries exceeds 843 people
and rising, as hundreds of peo-
ple are still missing. 
     Apart from the loss of human
life and the displacement of com-
munities, there has been exten-
sive damage to the region’s
residential, healthcare, educa-
tional, water, farming, transport,
industrial, energy, ICT and
tourism infrastructure within the
affected areas. The storm wiped
out roads, bridges and dams. 
     World Vision’s Cyclone Idai
response director, Jeff Wright,
says, “Cyclone Idai has shown
just how vulnerable people are
to these kinds of disasters that
tear down homes, destroy crops,
displace hundreds of thousands
of people, and force untold num-
bers of children out of schools

that are damaged or become
evacuation centres.”
     The UN Children’s Fund es-
timated the cost of infrastruc-
ture destroyed at more than
US$1 billion, with more than
100,000 homes damaged or de-
stroyed, and at least 1 million
acres of crops. 
     In a statement on the effects
of Cyclone Idai, the SADC
Chairperson, President Hage
Geingob of Namibia under-
scored the need to “reduce the
impacts of climate change and
variability, while stepping up ef-
forts to enhance adaptive capac-
ities of developing countries in
line with the spirit of the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Re-
duction (2015-2030) and Article
8(4) of the 2015 Paris Agreement
on Climate Change.”
     The Paris Agreement on Cli-
mate Change aims to limit global
warming while the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Re-
duction is a 15-year, voluntary,
non-binding agreement signed
in 2015 and endorsed by the UN
General Assembly, which seeks
to reduce disaster risk in signa-
tory countries by 2030. 
     The development of climate
resilient infrastructure is one of
the global targets of the Sendai
Framework in terms of substan-
tially reducing disaster damage
to critical infrastructure and
disruption of basic services,
among them health and educa-
tional facilities.
     In addition, the Sendai
Framework seeks to significantly
reduce the global disaster mor-
tality, the number of people af-
fected and the direct economic
loss arising from such disasters
while also strengthening early
warning systems.  
     Cyclone Idai has come at a
time when the SADC region is
implementing policy pro-
grammes such as the Regional
Infrastructure Development
Master Plan (RIDMP), designed

to build, rehabilitate and mod-
ernise infrastructure by 2027, in
order to provide the appropriate
foundation for sustainable eco-
nomic growth and development
in the region.
     The destruction of infrastruc-
ture by the cyclone is a major set-
back to regional targets. 
In Mozambique for example, a
report by Medicines Sans Fron-
tieres shows that following the
cyclone, the area around Beira
had been left 90 percent dam-
aged, with roads, electricity and
communications cut off.  
     Healthcare facilities in Beira
as well as the city’s water supply
system had been severely dam-
aged, compromising the ability
of people to access medical assis-
tance and safe drinking water.  
      The Beira Port could only be
accessed by sea and air as
bridges and roads were de-
stroyed or flooded. This made
the Beira Corridor very difficult
to use especially for landlocked
countries such as Malawi, Zam-
bia and Zimbabwe, thus ham-
pering intra-regional trade
during this period.  
     In Malawi and Zimbabwe,
there are similar reports of exten-
sive damage to homes, schools,
healthcare, water reticulation
and transport infrastructure,
with medical staff warning of in-
creased cases of waterborne and
vector-borne diseases in the
areas affected.
     As the region recovers from
the cyclone and as Member
States continue to implement
infrastructure development
projects under RIDMP, it is an
opportune moment to factor in

climate resilience so as to re-
duce the human and economic
losses arising from such disas-
ters. 
     A 2018 report by the Inter-
governmental Panel for Climate
Change (IPCC) describes south-
ern Africa as a climate change
Hot Spot likely to experience an
increase in the frequency and in-
tensity of climatic events. 
     At the continental level, the
African Union Commission, in
collaboration with development
partners, has launched the Africa
Climate Resilient Investment Fa-
cility (AFRI-RES), a fund whose
objective is to strengthen the ca-
pacity of African institutions,
such as those in SADC and
Member States, to plan, design,
and implement investments re-
silient to climate variability and
change in selected sectors.  
     In adopting climate resilient
solutions to the region’s infras-
tructural challenge, SADC could
explore the hard, soft and natural
approaches that have been used
in other parts of the world. 
     Hard climate-resilience in-
vestments are structural mea-
sures put in place to increase
resilience to climate impacts,
whereas Soft climate-resilience
investments are management
adaptation measures and in-
clude investments in early warn-
ing systems or disaster risk
insurance to address the human-
itarian and financial conse-
quences of climate variability. 
     Natural climate resilience in-
vestments are nature-based
adaption solutions such as refor-
estation or watershed restora-
tion. sardc.net r

CyCloNE IDAI made landfall in central Mozambique on
March 14 and 15 as a Category 2 storm. Cyclone Kenneth
came ashore in northern Mozambique on April 25 with hur-
ricane-force winds and heavy rains, arriving just six weeks
after Cyclone Idai devastated a broad area about 1,000 km
to the south. These are the strongest cyclones on record in
the Southern Hemisphere. r

Climate resilient regional infrastructure the way forward for
protection of life and property
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SADC Industrialisation Strat-
egy and Roadmap 2015-2063. 
     Dr Tax said the approval of
the SADC Charter on Women
in Science, Engineering and
Technology in 2017 is another
“significant step in ensuring
women and girls’ participation
in science and technology.” 
     She said advancing gender
equality and equity is a collec-
tive effort that should be cham-
pioned by both women and
men to ensure sustainable
socio-economic development. 

G E N D E R

by Nyarai Kampilipili 

GloBAl EfforTS to pro-
mote and increase the use of
science, innovation and tech-
nology in sustainable develop-
ment should be inclusive to
target both women and men. 
     This was the message from
the SADC Executive Secretary,
Dr Stergomena Lawrence Tax
on International Women’s Day. 
Celebrated annually on 8
March, Women’s Day provides
an opportunity for the global
community to celebrate the so-
cial, economic, cultural and po-
litical achievements of women,
while taking note of the barri-
ers that hinder the acceleration
of gender equality. 
     The theme for this year’s
commemoration is “Think
Equal, Build Smart, Innovate
for Change”.  
     Dr Tax said the theme recog-
nizes the role of innovation in
advancing gender equality and
the empowerment of women
and girls. 
     It should be noted the par-
ticipation of women in innova-
tion and science still remains
low, yet skills in science and
technology are becoming an
important part of basic literacy
in the knowledge economy. 
     The gender digital divide
and under-representation of
women in the field of science,
technology, engineering, math-
ematics and design has
prevented women from devel-
oping and influencing gender-
responsive innovations to
achieve sustainable develop-
ment. 
     “Women and girls globally,
including in our region, con-
tinue to be less engaged and
under-represented in technol-
ogy and innovation, and this
creates a missed opportunity in
terms of their influence and

ideas in transforming our soci-
ety,” Dr Tax said. 
     “This calls for everyone to
do things differently if we are
to achieve transformative and
better development outcomes
for women, girls, men and boys
in our society.” 
     Dr Tax said SADC has devel-
oped various measures and ini-
tiatives to advance gender
equality and women empower-
ment through innovation and
technology as well as gender-re-
sponsive approaches to science,
innovation and technology. 
     Gender equality and em-
powerment is firmly rooted in
the Declaration and Treaty
through which Member States
established the shared commu-
nity of SADC, realizing that
equality and empowerment of
both women and men is crucial
for the attainment of sustain-
able development. 
     The main guiding docu-
ment on gender is the Revised
SADC Protocol on Gender and
Development, which provides
for the empowerment of
women, elimination of discrim-
ination and attainment of gen-
der equality and equity
through enactment of gender-
responsive legislation and im-
plementation of policies,
programmes and projects. 
      Article 14 of the Protocol calls
upon “State Parties to take spe-
cial measures to increase the
number of girls taking up Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics subjects and
Information Communication
Technology at the primary, sec-
ondary, tertiary and higher lev-
els.” 
     The Protocol was revised in
2016 to align with the provi-
sions of other instruments such
as the UN Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, the African
Union’s Agenda 2063, and the

     Often, there is a perception
that only women ought to be
the main supporters and ad-
vocates of gender empower-
ment. 
     “Achieving transformative
change through innovation
and technology, requires ac-
tive participation of all mem-
bers of society and the
establishment of strategic
partnerships between key sec-
tors in our communities, with-
out leaving behind women
and girls,” she said. sardc.net r

by Thenjiwe Sisimayi 

THE DEpuTy Prime Minister and Minister for International Re-
lations and Cooperation of Namibia, Hon Netumbo Nandi-Ndait-
wah, who chairs the regional Council of Ministers, has said that
significant progress has been made towards gender equality in the
region, but more needs to be done. 
      “I wish to stress that SADC has made great and recognisable
strides towards women empowerment in the region,” Nandi-Ndait-
wah told the Council meeting held in Windhoek, Namibia in March.
     She noted that the representation of women in various posi-
tions of influence and decision-making has improved in most of
the 16 SADC Member States.               
     However, she said that more still needs to be done to achieve
gender equality and equity in SADC to sustain and build on the
progress made in empowering women. 
     Namibia leads the region with the highest number of women
in the National Assembly at 45 percent.                
     SADC Executive Secretary, Dr Stergomena Lawrence Tax, sup-
ported this assessment, saying “while we are making significant
efforts in achieving gender equality and equity, more still needs
to be done for us to realise our gender parity aspirations.” 
     Dr Tax urged countries to strive to address the barriers that
hinder the acceleration of gender equality in the region. 
      The SADC Council of Ministers, which traditionally meets twice
a year in February/March and August/ September to review im-
plementation of regional programmes, projects and activities and
approve the budget for the SADC Secretariat, was preceded by meet-
ings of senior officials representing the 16 member states. 
     The Council consists of ministers from each member state, usu-
ally from the ministries of Foreign Affairs, Economic Planning or
Finance, and oversees the functioning and development of SADC.
sardc.net r

Science, Innovation and Technology should be inclusive of
women and men

Significant achievements in gender equality
… but more needs to be done

Think Equal, Build Smart, Innovate for Change  



“we can only move forward
when freedom is guaranteed
to all our citizens.” 

Geingob urged the interna-
tional community to continue
to support efforts aimed at re-
solving “the question of West-
ern Sahara,” so that its citizens
are able to determine their own
destiny. 

South African President
Cyril Ramaphosa concurred,
saying that SADC stands
ready to support the Sahrawi
people in their quest for inde-
pendence. 

“As countries of the SADC
region who have waged strug-
gles in pursuit of our own lib-
eration, we know too well the
pain of being deprived of the
right to be treated as full citi-
zens in the land of one’s
birth,” Ramaphosa said. 

“The pain of the Sahrawi
people, their trauma brought
about by displacement and
exile, is ours too.” 

He said SADC supports on-
going efforts by the United
Nations to resolve any politi-
cal challenges between Mo-
rocco and the Western Sahara. 

In a declaration released
soon after the solidarity con-
ference, SADC expressed its
unwavering commitment to
stand in solidarity with the
people of Western Sahara to
attain their right to freedom
and self-determination. 

SADC said while negotia-
tions between Morocco and
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“I am aware of growing divi-
sions on our continent on this
issue regarding Western Sa-
hara,” Geingob said, adding
that the division is being em-
ployed by the same countries
which oppressed Africa in the
past, hence the continent should
be wary of such deceptive
forces. 

For example, in opposition to
the SADC Solidarity Conference
with the Saharawi Arab Demo-
cratic Republic held in South
Africa, there was a parallel
meeting being held in Morocco. 

Some countries from SADC
are understood to have at-
tended the parallel meeting in
Morocco. 

“We should therefore ask
ourselves. Are we, as SADC,
united in support of the Sa-
harawi people in their fight for
freedom and self-determina-
tion or do we need a new ap-
proach?” Geingob asked. 

He said the decolonization
of Africa will not be complete
until the day the people of
Western Sahara decide the fate
of their future status, through
a free and fair referendum. 

In fact, Africa’s longstand-
ing vision of a united and
prosperous continent will re-
main elusive if Africa does not
enjoy total freedom. 

“The prolonged impasse on
the Western Sahara issue will
have grave consequences on
the functioning of our African
Union,” he said, adding that

THE MESSAGE from the re-
cent solidarity conference on
Western Sahara was bold and
clear: Southern Africa stands
in solidarity with the Sahrawi
people to attain their right to
freedom and self-determina-
tion. 

“Freedom is not a gift to the
people of Western Sahara,”
SADC Chairperson, President
Hage Geingob of Namibia
said in his address to the
SADC Solidarity Conference
with the Saharawi Arab
Democratic Republic held on
25-26 March in Pretoria, South
Africa.  

“No one can bestow free-
dom on the Sahrawi people,
for freedom is their birth right,
which no one can keep from
them and which they must
claim as their own.” 

Geingob said it is still a
mystery that Western Sahara
remains the only territory in
Africa under colonial occupa-
tion and oppression. 

Western Sahara is under
Moroccan occupation despite
several declarations by re-
gional, continental and inter-
national bodies such as the
United Nations for Western
Sahara to take charge of its in-
ternal processes. 

Geingob also said it is diffi-
cult to understand why some
African countries are content
and supportive of the colonial
occupation and oppression of
Western Sahara. 

Western Sahara continue, there
is need for external forces to re-
frain from exploiting natural re-
sources from Western Sahara as
this violated international laws
and in the long term will have
a negative bearing towards the
development and potential of
Western Sahara. 

The conflict between Mo-
rocco and Western Sahara
came after the revolt by the
Polisario Front against Span-
ish forces who were occupy-
ing their land from the period
1973 to 1975. 

The Polisario Front is a na-
tional movement fighting for
the total independence of
Western Sahara. 

After the withdrawal of
Spanish forces in accordance
with the Madrid Accords in
1975, Morocco and Mauritania
moved in to occupy the terri-
tory of Western Sahara. This
led to a 16-year war of inde-
pendence by the Polisario
Front against Morocco. 

In August 1979, Mauritania
withdrew from Western Sa-
hara after a peace agreement
with the Polisario Front. 

The war came to an end in
1991 after the intervention of
the UN with a promise of a
referendum to determine the
independence of Western Sa-
hara. However, since then, the
referendum is yet to be con-
ducted and Morocco contin-
ues to occupy Western Sahara.
sardc.net r

S O L I D A R I T Y

SADC solidarity with Western Sahara
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April – June 2019
April 
14 - 18, Egypt AU Specialized Technical Committee on Infrastructure

The Specialized Technical Committee is the ministerial decision-
making organ of the African Union for the Transport, Energy,
Tourism Sectors as well as overall Infrastructure Development
matters. The main objective of the meeting is to evaluate
implementation of the updated STC Plans of Action adopted in
Lomé, Togo in March 2017.

16, Botswana SADC Energy Thematic Group Meeting
The Energy Thematic Group is a coordination meeting of SADC
and its subsidiary organizations with cooperating partners to
review the energy situation in the region.  

26-27, China Second Belt and Road Forum
Global leaders will meet in April at the second Belt and Road
Forum to discuss how to develop a seamless infrastructure
network connecting Asia, Europe and Africa.

May
8, South Africa National Elections South Africa

More than 25 million South Africans will cast their ballots in
elections to choose members of the National Assembly and
provincial assemblies. These will be the sixth general elections
in South Africa since the end of apartheid in 1994.

21, Malawi National Elections Malawi
As Malawi prepares to mark 55 years of independence this year,
around seven million people will vote in elections to elect the
President, Members of Parliament and local government leaders.

24, Namibia               SADC Energy and Water Ministers
The joint meeting of energy and water ministers is aimed at
facilitating the exchange of ideas and forging practical and
sustainable solutions towards addressing the energy and water
challenges in the region with a view to planning a strategic
direction.

25, Africa Africa Day
Africa Day is the annual commemoration of the founding of the
Organisation of African Unity (OAU), now the African Union
(AU). This year marks 56 years since the formation of the OAU.
On this day in 2013, the AU approved a 50-year vision for
Agenda 2063 – The Africa We Want.

27, Madagascar         Madagascar Parliamentary Elections
Madagascar will hold Parliamentary elections on 27 May. The
National Assembly consists of 127 members elected for a five-
year term in 119 single-member and 2 two-member
constituencies. For single-member, the seat is filled by the
individual candidate with the highest number of votes, whereas
in two-member constituencies, the two candidates of the Party
with the highest number of votes become members of the
National Assembly.

June 
4 – 5, South Africa        Africa Pharma Conference 2019

The Africa Pharma Conference seeks to contribute to efforts to
boost local production of essential medicines. The Africa
Pharma Conference 2019 will focus on access to medicines and
health commodities.

5, Global World Environment Day 
The day is observed each year to raise awareness on the need
for the global community to work together on preserving the
environment. China will host the global World Environment Day
celebrations for 2019 with a theme of air pollution.

TBA SADC Gender Ministers Meeting 
The SADC Gender and Women’s Affairs Ministers meet annually
to review the regional gender programme. The meeting presents
an opportunity for Member States to share progress on the
implementation of gender commitments.
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PUBLIC HOLIDAYS IN SADC
April – June 2019

CHRONOLOGY 

A shared future within a regional community

H I S T O R Y  T O D A Y

4 April         Peace and Reconciliation Day                                                  Angola
6 April          Ougadi                                                                                         Mauritius
7 April         Sheikh Abeid Karume Day                                                     Tanzania
13 April       Leirat al- Meiraj                                                                          Comoros
18 April       Independence Day                                                               Zimbabwe
19 April       King’s Birthday                                                                            Eswatini
                      Good Friday                                                All SADC countries except
                                             Angola, DRC, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique
20 April       Easter/Holy Saturday                           Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe
21 April       Easter Sunday                                                        Namibia Zimbabwe
22 April       Easter Monday                                        All SADC Countries except                    
                                                   Angola, Comoros, DRC, Mauritius, Mozambique
25 April       National Flag Day                                                                       Eswatini
26 April       Union Day                                                                                    Tanzania                    
27 April       Freedom Day                                                                       South Africa

1 May           Workers Day                         DRC, Lesotho,Mozambique, Namibia, 
                                                                              South Africa, Tanzania, Zimbabwe
                      Labour Day                            Angola, Botswana,  Comoros Malawi,
                                                          Madagascar, Mauritius, Seychelles, Eswatini
4 May           Cassinga Day                                                                                Namibia
14 May        Kamuzu Day                                                                                   Malawi
17 May        Liberation Day                                                                                     DRC
25 May        Africa Day                                                                                     All SADC
                      Africa Freedom Day                                                                     Zambia
30 May        Ascension Day                               Botswana, Madagascar, Lesotho
                                                                                                            Namibia,  Eswatini                     

5 June          Liberation Day                                                                         Seychelles
16 June       Youth Day                                                                              South Africa
17 June       Public holiday                                                                       South Africa
18 June       National Day                                                                            Seychelles
20 June       Corpus Christi                                                                          Seychelles
25 June       Independence Day                                                           Mozambique
26 June       Independence Day                                                             Madagascar
29 June       Independence Day                                                                Seychelles
30 June       Independence Day                                                                             DRC

EXACTly 31 years ago, the small town of Cuito Cuanavale in the province of
Cuando Cubango in the southern part of Angola, was the epicentre of one the
fiercest conventional battles of the African history after the Second World War. 

From November 1987 to March 1988, thousands of combatants from the
People’s Liberation Armed Forces (FAPLA) supported by the People’s Liber-
ation Army of Namibia (PLAN) and the Cuban Revolutionary Forces fought
back to defend the country from invasion and defeated the mighty armed
forces of the Apartheid regime of South Africa.

For the first time, following the endorsement of the SADC Summit of Heads
of State and Government held in Windhoek, Namibia in August 2018, leaders
from SADC gathered on 23 March in Cuando Cubango Province to commem-
orate the Southern Africa Liberation Day, which is dedicated to the Cuito Cua-
navale battle.

The historic event was attended by Presidents João Lourenço of Angola, his
Namibian counterpart Hage Geingob, who is also the SADC Chairperson,
Zimbabwean President Emmerson Mnangagwa as well as President Felix
Tshisekedi of the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Other SADC countries sent representatives. Cuba and Russia, who played
a critical role in the liberation struggle of most countries in the region, also at-
tended the event.

In his address, President Lourenço spoke of the importance of remembering
the Cuito-Cuanavele battle. 

“This location where we are gathered today signifies the defeat of the racist
army of South Africa which opened the doors for the independence of
Namibia and the liberation of Nelson Mandela and consequently, marked the
end of Apartheid in South Africa.” 

He paid tribute to SADC for the decision to adopt the 23 March as the
Southern Africa Liberation Day.

“Angola is proud for this historic decision which enables the present and
future generations of the southern African region to remember the countries
and people who played part in liberation struggle so that their sacrifices are
not forgotten,” he said.

Presient Geingob said SADC is enjoying the fruits of the struggle waged
by the heroes and heroines who made sacrifices to liberate their countries. 

“We now owe it to our heroes and heroines to make sustainable develop-
ment and prosperity for our people a reality,” he said.

Geingob recognised the role played by the former Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (now the Russian Federation), Cuba, the Frontline States, as well as
Nigeria and the Scandinavian countries for the political, military and material
support rendered during the struggle for independence.

He said the Battle of Cuito Cuanavale “was the battle to end all the battles”,
forcing the apartheid regime in South Africa and its allies to accept a negoti-
ated solution based on the UN Security Council Resolution 435/78 and sub-
sequently leading to the independence of Namibia. 

At the event, SADC leaders consecrated 51 combatants and veterans from
Angola, Cuba, Russia and Namibia who fought in the Cuito Cuanavale battle.
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SADC commemorates inaugural
Liberation Day  

End of the Cuito Cuanavale Battle
Signing of the New York Agreement, a
tripartite agreement by Angola, Cuba
and South Africa on the implementation
of the UNSCR 435/78 and the departure
of the Cuban revolutionary forces 
Start of implementation of UNSCR
435/78 leading to the independence of
Namibia
Release of Nelson Mandela from prison
in South Africa
Independence of Namibia
Democratic elections in South Africa to
end apartheid system

23 March 1988
22 December 1988

1 April 1989

11 February 1990

21 March 1990
27 April 1994

23 March Southern Africa Liberation Day 


