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THE SADC Chairperson, President Hage
Geingob of Namibia, has said that member
states can fully benefit from the integration
agenda if all initiatives and strategies are
implemented according to the agreed
timelines, and that lack of implementation
of strategic decisions by SADC Member
States is hindering sustainable develop-
ment and integration in the region. 

During a recent visit to the SADC Sec-
retariat, he stressed that SADC should
focus more on the implementation of ex-
isting action plans instead of producing
new ones. 

“Sometimes we take decisions and after
failing to implement them, we simply
move on to another decision”.  

Many SADC commitments and proto-
cols have been ratified to advance the
regional policies, but delays in domestica-
tion of agreements and implementation at
national level has delayed the access to
benefits for citizens belonging to a shared
community in southern Africa. 

More than 33 protocols have been
signed by Member States since the trans-
formation of SADC from the Southern
African Development Coordination
Conference (SADCC) in 1992, however,
many of the protocols have not been rati-

fied or implemented at national level,
thus derailing the integration agenda in
the region.

These protocols range from trade
and investment, peace and security, to
transboundary natural resources and the
empowerment of women and young
people. 

Geingob said it is critical for SADC to
“walk the talk” and implement its agreed
decisions since these regional commit-
ments can promote sustainable develop-
ment and deepen regional integration. 

He said a “case in point is the SADC
Free Trade Area (FTA), which was envi-
sioned as a tool to augment the private sec-
tor in the region by increasing domestic
production and business opportunities, as
well as supporting higher regional imports
and exports.” 

While the launch of the SADC FTA in
2008 has seen producers and consumers
in the region benefit from tariff-free trade
for goods originating within the region,
SADC has faced some challenges in con-
solidating the gains of the FTA through
implementation of a Customs Union,
Common Market, Monetary Union, and
adoption of a single currency for the re-
gion. 
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regional levels to accelerate eco-
nomic growth through indus-
trial development. 

Geingob said the SADC Sec-
retariat should continue to take
an active approach in coordinat-
ing the implementation of the
regional integration agenda. 

The SADC Secretariat, based
in Gaborone, Botswana is the
principal executive institution
of SADC, responsible for strate-
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SADC Youth in Fisheries and
Aquaculture Event hosted in
Lilongwe, Malawi.
    “These activities offered the
youth an opportunity to dis-
cuss technological themes such
as   fostering incubator activi-
ties for the disadvantaged
groups in the digital economy,
and the regional fisheries and
aquaculture sectors.”
    Dr Tax said the youth
should take advantage of these
initiatives to ensure that their
voices are heard and consid-
ered in advancing regional in-
tegration in SADC.
    “I wish to assure you that
the SADC Secretariat remains
fully seized to ensure consoli-
dation of efforts towards youth
empowerment,” she said. 
    “May I also call upon SADC
Member States and all stake-
holders to take deliberate
efforts to continue mainstream-
ing the interests of youth in de-
velopment plans, so as to
ensure that the youth play their
rightful role in the growth and
development of the region”.
    The youth make up the ma-
jority of the population in
SADC, and are the beneficia-
ries of decisions made today.  r

SADC had planned the
launch of a Customs Union in
2010, a Common Market by
2015, and a Monetary Union by
2016, with adoption of a single
currency by 2018. 

All these targets have
proved elusive. 

“No one can question the
fact that all of these regional
agreements were signed in
good faith and with the best of
intentions,” Geingob said,
adding that “the question we
need to ask ourselves is
whether we have done or are
doing enough in terms of im-
plementation.” 

He said it is now time for
SADC to deal with the slow
pace of implementation to en-
sure that the region is able to at-
tain its longstanding goals of a
united, prosperous and inte-
grated region. 

“It is imperative that as
Africans, we should manage
our regional economic commu-
nities as corporations. 

Therefore, the core princi-
ples of corporate governance
should be inculcated at all lev-
els within the SADC Secretariat.
Fairness, accountability, respon-
sibility and transparency
should constitute the DNA of
our organization,” he said. 

“This is the only guarantor
of future growth and the suc-
cessful implementation of our
developmental aspirations.” 

He said these principles
should be applied to ensure the
smooth and successful imple-
mentation of all agreed regional
decisions, activities, pro-
grammes and projects such as
the Revised Regional Indicative
Strategic Development Plan
(RISDP) 2015-2020 and SADC
Industrialization Strategy and
Roadmap. 

First approved in 2003, with
strategic revision in 2015, the
RISDP is the blueprint for re-
gional integration and develop-
ment. 

The SADC industrialization
strategy seeks to achieve major
economic and technological
transformation at national and

SADC establishes youth forum

    SADC Executive Secretary,
Dr Stergomena Lawrence Tax
said the forum provides a con-
ducive environment to encour-
age the participation of youth
in the development of the re-
gion.
    “Youth empowerment re-
mains a critical issue requiring
deliberate measures by the
region to ensure youth partici-
pation in socio-economic de-
velopment of the region,” Dr
Tax said.
    She said the Secretariat in col-
laboration with Member States
has implemented a number of
activities to operationalise the
theme and involve youth in the
integration agenda, including
the development of multimedia
messages, and convening SADC
Youth talks. 
    Another activity was the
holding of a youth forum in
Namibia in December 2018
where there was active interac-
tions and engagements, culmi-
nating in the decision to
establish a youth forum as an
official structure of SADC.
    SADC also conducted the
Southern Africa Internet Gov-
ernance Forum hosted in Dur-
ban, South Africa, and the

gic planning, facilitation and
coordination, and manage-
ment of all SADC Pro-
grammes. 

President Geingob visited
the SADC Secretariat on 1
February as a part of a famil-
iarization tour of the SADC

Headquarters as the SADC
chairperson. 

He will hand over the rotat-
ing SADC chair in August to
his Tanzanian counterpart Dr
John Magufuli at the 39th
SADC Summit to be hosted by
Tanzania. sardc.net r

THE SADC Youth Forum has
been established as an official
structure to advance the inte-
gration agenda of the region
into the future.
    This is aligned to the theme
of the 38th SADC Summit –
“Promoting Infrastructure
Development and Youth Em-
powerment for Sustainable De-
velopment”.
    The SADC Youth Forum will
enable the youth of the region to
develop resolutions and recom-
mendations on priority issues
for consideration, first by the
SADC Ministers responsible for
Youth, who will then submit
these to the SADC Council of
Ministers for inclusion on the
agenda for SADC Heads of
State and Government.
    The meeting of SADC Min-
isters responsible for Youth
scheduled for May is expected
to consider a number of resolu-
tions made by the youth.
    These include a review of the
minimum standards for youth
participation and leadership, as
well as the draft programme
framework for youth innova-
tion and entrepreneurship, and
how to mainstream youth par-
ticipation in implementing the
SADC Monitoring, Evaluation
and Reporting (MER) Frame-
work for Orphans and Vulnera-
ble Children and Youth.
    The creation of a youth
forum is a welcome develop-
ment since there was no such
opportunity for the youth to
actively contribute to the inte-
gration agenda in the region.
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Although the Protocol is
not yet in force, SADC Mem-
ber States have made steady
progress in implementing
some of the activities identi-
fied, and a number of coun-
tries have adopted a gradual
approach towards removing
barriers to the movement of
people. 

Most Member States are
now becoming more open to
citizens from SADC. For ex-
ample, more and more coun-
tries in the region have
abolished visa requirements or
reduced the cost and time re-
quired to acquire one.

All SADC citizens do not
require visas before traveling
to Mauritius, Seychelles and
Zimbabwe. 

Eight other countries have
significantly eased visa re-
quirements for citizens of
other SADC Member States.
These are Botswana, Eswatini,
Lesotho, Malawi, Mozam-
bique, Namibia, South Africa,
United Republic of Tanzania
and Zambia. 

However, the citizens of most
SADC Member States still re-
quire visas to travel to the
Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC). 

Citizens from Madagascar,
Mauritius, Zambia and Zim-
babwe can travel to DRC with-
out needing a visa. 

Member States that still re-
quire visas from citizens of a
number of other Member
States are Angola and Mada-
gascar.

Citizens required to obtain
visas before traveling to
Madagascar are those from
Angola, Botswana, Mozam-
bique, Namibia and South
Africa. 

Angola requires a visa
from citizens of DRC, Lesotho,
Madagascar, Malawi and
Zambia.

Compared to other regions
in Africa, SADC Member
States have established more
mechanisms that allow people
to move freely across borders. 
According to Africa Visa
Openness Report 2018 pub-

lished jointly by the African
Development Bank (AfDB)
and the African Union Com-
mission, SADC has the largest
number of countries in the top
20 of African states with open
borders. 

Seychelles, a SADC Mem-
ber State, was ranked as the
country with the most open
borders on the continent as it
does not require visas from cit-
izens of all other African coun-
tries. 

Other SADC Member
States in the top 20 in Africa
are Mozambique (ranked
number 10 in Africa), Mauri-
tius (12), Union of Comoros
and Madagascar (joint num-
ber 14), Tanzania (18) and
Zimbabwe (20).

Although SADC Member
States are making steady
progress to promote the
smooth movement of people
across the region, more needs
to be done to ensure citizens
fully enjoy the benefits of be-
longing to a shared commu-
nity in southern Africa. r

THE SMooTH movement of
people across borders is recog-
nized as both a catalyst and a
benefit of deepening regional
integration in the Southern
African Development Com-
munity (SADC). 

One of the main goals of
the establishment of SADC
was to allow citizens to move
more easily across the region
and participate fully in the in-
tegration agenda and the re-
gional economy.

To this end, SADC has put
in a place a number of legal in-
struments to facilitate and
promote increased movement
of SADC citizens within the
region.

The main legal instrument
is the Protocol on the Facilita-
tion of Movement of Persons
adopted in 2005, which pro-
vides for the harmonization of
national laws to promote free
movement of people around
the region. 

Other legal instruments in-
clude the Protocol on Educa-
tion and Training (1997),
Protocol on Development of
Tourism (1998) and the Proto-
col on Employment and
Labour (2014). 

The Protocol on the Facili-
tation of Movement of Per-
sons calls for the
harmonisation of laws and ad-
ministrative practices so that
citizens from any of the SADC
Member States are able to
enter another country in the
region for a maximum period
of 90 days per year without
needing a visa. 

Other key targets set out in
the protocol include standard-
ization of immigration forms
used by travelling citizens and
the establishment of dedicated
SADC desks at all ports of
entry to facilitate smooth pro-
cessing of travel documents
for SADC citizens and resi-
dents at border posts.

Visa Openness in Africa – SADC Member States 2018

Country                         Ranking in             No. of African                             No. of African                 No. of African 
                                          Africa (of 55          countries whose                       countries whose           countries whose 
                                          countries)               citizens do not require           citizens can get              citizens require a 
                                                                              Visa for entry                              Visa on arrival                 Visa to enter

Seychelles                                1                                         53                                                0                                          0
Mozambique                        10                                           9                                              44                                          0
Mauritius                                12                                         27                                              21                                          5
Comoros                                14                                           0                                              53                                          0
Madagascar                          14                                           0                                              53                                          0
Tanzania                                 18                                         16                                              26                                       11
Zimbabwe                             20                                         17                                              10                                       26
Malawi                                    22                                         14                                              12                                       27
Zambia                                   23                                         13                                              12                                       28
Botswana                               30                                         17                                                0                                       36
Eswatini                                  30                                         17                                                0                                       36
Lesotho                                  32                                         16                                                0                                       37
South Africa                          34                                         15                                                0                                       38
Namibia                                  38                                         13                                                0                                       40
Angola                                    42                                           7                                                0                                       46
DRC                                          45                                           4                                                3                                       46
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lottery system; philan-
thropy; and regional
events. 
     It is estimated that
SADC can earn in excess of
US$1.2 billion annually
from these alternative
sources, a development ex-
pected to remove the cur-
rent dependency on
external funding, and thus
improve the implementa-
tion of regional priority ini-
tiatives and strategies.
     According to a state-
ment released by the SADC
Secretariat ahead of the
Council of Ministers meet-
ing scheduled for 15-16
March, another key issue
for discussion is progress
made towards implement-
ing decisions of the 38th
SADC Summit.
     Running under the
theme “Promoting Infras-
tructure Development and
Youth Empowerment for
Sustainable Development,”
the 38th SADC Summit
urged Member States to in-
volve the youth in the inte-
gration agenda as well as to
promote infrastructure de-
velopment.
     The focus on youth em-
powerment is aimed at en-
suring that the region
harnesses its human capital
dividend through the
youth, who make up the
majority of the population
in SADC. 
     Furthermore, the youth
are expected to reap the ben-
efits of decisions made
today, hence involving them
in the regional integration
agenda makes sense. 
     Closely linked to youth
empowerment, the council
is expected to deliberate on
the operationalization of
the SADC University of

Transformation that was
approved by the 38th
SADC Summit held in Au-
gust 2018.
     An initiative of King
Mswati III of the Kingdom
of Eswatini, the university
will be “in the form of a vir-
tual university, and will
focus on entrepreneurship,
innovation, commercializa-
tion, technology transfer,
enterprise development,
digital and knowledge
economy, to support the in-
dustrialization agenda.”
     The SADC Council of
Ministers will also “receive
reports on the implementa-
tion of the priority areas of
the Revised Regional In-
dicative Strategic Develop-
ment Plan 2015-2020
(RISDP)”.
     The RISDP is the
blueprint for regional inte-
gration and development.
First approved in 2003,
with strategic revision in
2015, the RISDP identifies
four main priorities to be
pursued by the region from
2015-2020.
     Priority A seeks to pro-
mote industrial develop-
ment and market
integration through, among
other things, strengthening
the productive competitive-
ness and supply side capac-
ity of member states as well
as improving movement of
goods and facilitating fi-
nancial market integration
and monetary cooperation.
     Priority B is on provi-
sion and improvement of
infrastructure support for
regional integration. 
     Priority D is on promo-
tion of special programmes
of regional dimension
under clusters such as edu-
cation and human resource

development; health, HIV
and AIDS and other com-
municable diseases; food
security and trans-bound-
ary natural resources; envi-
ronment; statistics; gender
equality; and science, tech-
nology and innovation and
research and development.
     The above three priori-
ties will be underpinned by
Priority C on the promotion
of peace and security.
     With one year left before
the Revised RISDP comes to
an end, the SADC Council of
Ministers will thus review
progress made in imple-
menting the plan.
     The council is expected
to discuss peace and secu-
rity in the region as well as
preparation for elections in
some SADC countries.
     At least seven SADC
Member States are set to
hold elections this year.
These are Botswana, the
Union of Comoros, Mada-
gascar, Malawi, Mozam-
bique, Namibia and South
Africa.
     Madagascar and Co-
moros – SADC newest
member – will go to the
polls in March, while
Malawi and South Africa
hold their elections in May
and July respectively.
     Botswana and Mozam-
bique will have their elec-
tions in October, with
Namibia scheduled to vote
in November.  
     Agriculture and food se-
curity remains a top prior-
ity for the council following
low rainfall and drought
conditions that affected
most parts of the region
during the 2018/19 farming
season.
     The focus for the council
will be on continued imple-

THE SADC Council of
Ministers set for Windhoek,
Namibia will deliberate on
a wide range of issues, in-
cluding progress towards
implementation of priority
regional initiatives, as well
as the approval of the bud-
get to coordinate the imple-
mentation of identified
action plans.
     Allocation of adequate fi-
nancial resources to coordi-
nate the implementation of
agreed regional activities,
programmes and projects is
critical in ensuring that the
integration agenda of south-
ern Africa is a success.
     This is in light of the fact
that more than 70 percent
of the SADC budget comes
from International Cooper-
ating Partners – a situation
which compromises the
ownership and sustainabil-
ity of the regional agenda. 
     In this regard, the
2019/2020 SADC budget to
be discussed by the Council
of Ministers is expected to
consider alternative financ-
ing modalities that will
allow the region to take full
control of its development
plan.
     These modalities in-
clude the operationalisa-
tion of the proposed SADC
Regional Development
Fund, as well as the final-
ization of the development
of the SADC Resource
Mobilization Framework
(Alternative Sources of
Funding SADC Regional
Programmes).
     The alternative sources
of funding framework
identifies a number of op-
tions such as the introduc-
tion of an export and
import tax; a tourism levy;
a financial transaction tax; a

SADC Council to strategize on
regional integration  

S A D C  C O U N C I L
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fairs, Economic Planning,
or Finance. It meets twice a
year in February/March
and immediately prior to

the Summit in August or
September. 
     The Council of Minis-
ters oversees the function-

ing and development of
SADC, and ensures that
policies and decisions are
implemented. sardc.net r
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mentation of the Regional
Agricultural Policy in order
to improve production, pro-
ductivity, competitiveness
and trade in the agricultural
sector, natural resources and
environment.
     With regard to trade, the
council is expected to dis-
cuss how the region could
work with other regional
economic communities to
conclude efforts to opera-
tionalise the Tripartite Free
Trade Area (TFTA) as well
as establish the Continental
Free Trade Area (CFTA).
     The TFTA is an enlarged
market covering 27 coun-
tries in eastern and south-
ern Africa, and involves the
Common Market for East-
ern and Southern Africa,
the East African Commu-
nity and SADC.
     The CFTA involves all
the 54 African countries and
aims to facilitate the smooth
movement of goods and ser-
vices across borders, as well
as allowing member coun-
tries to harmonize regional
trade policies to promote
equal competition.
     When operational, the
CFTA will create a com-
bined population of more
than one billion people and
a combined Gross Domes-
tic Product of more than
US$3.4 trillion.
     The SADC Council of
Ministers, which tradition-
ally meets annually to re-
view implementation of
regional decisions and ap-
prove the SADC budget
will be preceded by various
technical and senior officials
meetings from 11-16 March.
     The council consists of
Ministers from each mem-
ber state, usually from the
Ministries of Foreign Af-

oN THE legislative front, the council will focus be on how to establish a regional parliament
after SADC leaders offered high-level support for this during the 38th SADC Summit held in
Namibia August 2018. 

The proposed regional parliament will be expected to facilitate the ratification and do-
mestication of SADC protocols and other legal instruments as well as the continental and in-
ternational treaties or agreements to which the region has acceded. 

However, the proposed parliament will respect the sovereignty of member parliaments
and will be subservient to the SADC Organ on Politics, Defence and Security Cooperation,
which will maintain formal and legal relations with other SADC institutions under the au-
thority of the Summit of Heads of State and Government. 

Another function of the proposed regional parliament will be to strengthen and facilitate
the effective implementation of SADC policies and programmes, thereby improving the ca-
pacity of the regional organization to achieve its targets. 

Once operational, the proposed SADC Regional Parliament will draft and approve model
laws of common interest that will assist in improving the quality of life of citizens of the region. 

In terms of financial implications for the transformation of the forum into a parliament, this
will not result in any increased costs for national budgets. This is because the central financing
of the regional parliament will be based on the current arrangement where member parliaments
make equal contributions annually to the
SADC Parliamentary Forum (SADC PF), a re-
gional inter-parliamentary body composed of
parliamentarians from SADC Member States. 

The proposal is that the current secretariat
of the SADC PF will continue as the secretariat
of the regional parliament, with its headquar-
ters remaining in Windhoek, Namibia. 

It is further proposed that the regional
parliament will hold rotating sessions in the
Member States. This is already happening
where plenary assemblies of the SADC PF
are hosted by the member parliaments. r

energy mix, which is dominated by coal and
hydro. 

In December 2018 the Namibian Ministry
of Mines and Energy hosted a Private Sector
Consultative meeting convened by the En-
ergy Division at the SADC Secretariat with
the SADC NEPAD Business Foundation.

The meeting discussed and agreed on a
wide range of issues which have now been
submitted to the SADC Energy Subcommittee
meeting for clearance before incorporating
them into the draft terms of reference for de-
velopment of the regional gas master plan.

These issues include institutional and
regulatory frameworks, costing, pricing and
tariffs, as well as environmental and other
crosscutting issues. r

THE SADC Secretariat has begun consulta-
tions to develop a common understanding
on how best to utilize its natural gas re-
sources. 

This follows the SADC Council deci-
sion to approve plans to develop a regional
master plan that will guide the exploitation
of the vast natural gas resources in the re-
gion. 

The decision, made ahead of the 38th
SADC Heads of State and Government
Summit held in Windhoek, Namibia in Au-
gust 2018 will help to facilitate an increase
in universal access to energy as well as pro-
mote industrial development in SADC. 

Furthermore, harnessing alternative en-
ergy sources will contribute to the regional

SADC Secretariat engages private sector on gas development

Parliament of Namibia
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A rEGioNAl Business Coun-
cil will soon be established to
address common issues of in-
terest to the private sector in
southern Africa.

SADC Executive Secretary,
Dr Stergomena Lawrence Tax
said the Business Council is ex-
pected to be operational by
September 2019.

“The private sector and
other non-state actors are criti-
cal partners towards attaining
inclusive and sustainable eco-
nomic development as ac-
knowledged in the SADC
Industrialization Strategy and
Roadmap,” Dr Tax said when
the SADC Chairperson, Presi-
dent Hage Geingob of
Namibia, visited the Secretariat
on 1 February.

“Recognizing that the in-
volvement of private sector is
critical for the successful imple-
mentation of the Industrializa-
tion Strategy, the Secretariat in
collaboration with Private Sec-
tor apex bodies in the region
are working towards establish-
ing a SADC Business Council”.

She said once operational,
the business council is expected
to strengthen the engagement
of private sector in the SADC
integration and development
agenda, at the regional level,
and national level.

“In this regard, a Plan of
Action, which includes the de-
velopment of a founding docu-
ment and rules of engagement
for both the private sector itself,
and for interactions between
the private and the public sec-
tors has been developed,” she
said, adding that “the expecta-
tion is to  have  the SADC Busi-
ness Council established by
September”.

The decision to strengthen
private sector engagement in
regional integration is in line
with the recommendations of
the SADC Strategic Ministerial
Retreat on the “SADC We
Want” held in Ezulwini, the
Kingdom of Eswatini in
March 2017.

The retreat agreed on mea-
sures aimed at strengthening
implementation of the integra-

tion agenda and promoting in-
clusive participation by citi-
zens in regional programmes.
It was noted that the lack of
direct involvement by the pri-
vate sector is a barrier to eco-
nomic development. 

Furthermore, the 37th
SADC Summit held in Preto-
ria, South Africa focused on
exploring ways of harnessing
the public and the private sec-
tor to work together to pro-
mote sustainable economic
development in the region.

The theme for the SADC
Summit was “Partnering with
the private sector in develop-
ing industry and regional
value-chains”. 

Public-Private Partner-
ships (PPPs) are regarded as a
viable model for attracting in-
vestment for public projects
by allowing governments to
have more access to addi-
tional capital and off balance-
sheet financing.

Other initiatives to
strengthen private sector en-
gagement in regional integra-

tion include the convening of
an annual SADC Industrializa-
tion Week to popularize the
strategy and garner support for
its implementation.

Launched in 2016 ahead of
the 36th SADC Summit in
Eswatini, the industrialization
week provides an opportunity
for member states and the
SADC Secretariat to engage
and network with the private
sector, which is a key player in
the industrialization agenda. 

Since its launch, the indus-
trialization week has been held
in South Africa in August 2017,
and in Namibia in July-August
in 2018. 

The United Republic of Tan-
zania is expected to host the an
industrialization week ahead of
the 38th SADC Summit sched-
uled for August.

The objective of the industri-
alization week is to popularize
the strategy and identify indus-
trialization projects that can be
implemented jointly by public
and private sector within SADC
Member States.

Such projects include infras-
tructure development, regional
trade and industrial capacity. 

The main focus is on three
spheres – Strengthening Value
Chains, Corridor Development
and Enhancing Infrastructure. 

Regarding value chain pro-
jects, priority is placed on min-
ing and mineral beneficiation,
agro-processing and pharma-
ceuticals. 

Corridor development in-
volves various enabling factors
such as standards and quality
infrastructure, trade facilitation
and transport infrastructure. 

With regard to infrastructure
development, special focus is
on water and energy projects. r

SADC Business Council 
…strengthening private sector engagement in regional integration 

Mauritius to host regional centre of excellence for fisheries 
MAuriTiuS iS expected to
sign a Memorandum of
Understanding soon with
the United Nations Confer-
ence on Trade and Develop-
ment (UNCTAD) to establish
a Regional Centre of Excel-
lence on fisheries and aqua-
culture.

The centre of excellence
will serve as a hub for capacity
building in the fisheries and
aquaculture sector for least de-
veloped countries in Africa
and the rest of the global com-
munity.

Policymakers from various
countries will benefit from
the successful experience of
Mauritius in developing its
fisheries sector and building
the regulatory and institutional
requirements for meeting
international food safety stan-
dards.

The centre will also foster an
active exchange of experience,
best practices and knowledge
to better harness the develop-
ment potential of the fisheries
and aquaculture sector and en-
hance their expertise and

knowledge with a view to
strengthening domestic capac-
ities in various countries.

The fisheries and aquacul-
ture sector plays an important
role in the social and economic
well-being and livelihood of
the people in the SADC region,
including in ensuring food se-
curity and eliminating poverty.

Therefore the move to es-
tablish to regional centre of
excellence for fisheries in
Mauritius is a welcome devel-
opment for the region. Govern-
ment of Mauritius r

B U S I N E S S
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Seychelles to curb illegal fishing
iN AN effort to address illegal
and unregulated fishing as
well as other maritime vices,
Seychelles has designated two
new marine protected areas in
the Indian Ocean.

The designation of these
protection zones – whose total
area covers about 26 percent of
the island nation’s Exclusive
Economic Zone or approxi-
mately 350,000 square kilome-
tres – is part of a seven-year
public process called the Sey-
chelles Marine Spatial Plan
(MSP) Initiative.

The move by the island na-
tion to designate more water
bodies as protected areas
comes after the signing of a

debt-for-climate-change-adap-
tation swap in 2016 that con-
verted some of foreign debt of
Seychelles to target conserva-
tion and climate change adap-
tation in the country. 

The government is rerout-
ing its debt payments into an
independent trust dedicated
to measures that will reduce
and restore coral reef and
mangrove restoration, im-
prove sustainable tourism and
fisheries, and balancing the
country’s conservation and
climate change adaptation
goals with its development
needs.

The debt swap is an inno-
vative financing mechanism to

assist Seychelles – a group of
islands in the Indian Ocean –
to address conservation and
climate change adaptation.  

Some countries that have
successfully adopted debt-for-
climate-change-adaptation
swap include Belize and Costa
Rica.

As part of the MSP initia-
tive, it is expected that by 2020
nearly one-third of Seychelles’
waters will be protected under
a “marine spatial plan”, which
will prevent unregulated or il-
legal fishing, as well as oil and
gas exploration and develop-
ment, mining and dredging in
deep waters. Seychelles News
Agency r
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MillioNS oF South Africans will vote on 30 May in the sixth na-
tional election since the apartheid system was abolished in 1994 allow-
ing all South African citizens to vote.

The Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) is soon expected to
announce the number of registered voters after the final registration
period ended on 27 January 2019. 

South Africa uses a system of Proportional Representation in which
the electorate votes for a political party, not individuals. The political
party gets a share of seats in Parliament in direct proportion to the
number of votes won in the election. 

Each registered political party submits a list of candidates to the
IEC in advance of the election, and the IEC determines the number of
seats for each party based on the election results. Half of the 400 seats
in the National Assembly are elected from a single national con-
stituency, while the nine provinces function as nine constituencies for
election of the other half. 

The President is then elected by the new National Assembly from
among its members, usually the leader of the majority party. The can-
didate resigns from parliament upon election as president, and be-
comes the Head of State and Government and Commander-in-Chief
of the defence force. 

National elections follow a five-year cycle, and the African National
Congress (ANC) has won all national elections since the end of the
apartheid system.

The nine provincial legislatures have between 30 and 80 members
each depending on the size of the province, and these are elected on a
separate ballot. Each provincial legislature then elects 10 members to
the National Council of Provinces. r

Botswana

Democratic 
Republic of
Congo

Namibia

South Africa

Malawi

Mozambique
Madagascar

Union of 
Comoros

FolloWiNG THE admission of Comoros as the 16th Member State
by the SADC Summit held in Pretoria, South Africa in August 2017,
attention is now focussed on how SADC’s newest member will con-
duct its elections in accordance with the SADC Principles and Guide-
lines Governing Democratic Elections.

The eligible voters of Comoros go to the polls on 24 March to choose
the President. Originally scheduled for 2021, the presidential election
was moved to this year after a referendum conducted in July 2018. 

The elections will be held under a new Constitution, and one of the
provisions allows the president to hold a maximum of two five-year
terms, rather than the previous one five-year term. 

The unique rotation of presidential power among the three islands
of Grande Comore, Anjouan and Moheli has been retained in the new
Constitution. This arrangement is aimed at promoting sustainable
peace and security in the country after years of political instability that
resulted in several coups d’etat in the late 1990s.

According to the Comoros Supreme Court, a total of 13 candidates
will contest the presidential elections, including the incumbent, Azali
Assoumani. r

Union of Comoros, SADC’s
newest Member State

20 MArCH is the date for parliamentary elections in Madagascar, the
first SADC Member State to go to the polls in 2019.

The National Assembly of Madagascar consists of 127 members
elected for five-year terms in 119 single-member and 2 two-member
constituencies. In single-member constituencies, the seat is filled by
the candidate with the highest number of votes, whereas in two-
member constituencies, two candidates belonging to the party that
gains the highest number of votes become members of the National
Assembly.

The parliamentary elections follow the presidential polls held in
Madagascar in December 2018, which saw Andry Rajoelina elected as
President following a run-off in which he contested against Marc
Ravalomanana. r

Madagascar to elect Members
of Parliament

PrESiDENT PETEr Mutharika will seek re-election on 21 May when
Malawians vote in Tripartite Elections to choose the president, mem-
bers of parliament, and local government representatives.

According to the Malawi Electoral Commission (MEC), a total of
20 candidates submitted their nomination papers to contest the presi-
dential election. These include former President Joyce Banda and Vice-
President Saulos Clilima, who has broken ranks with Mutharika to
form his own party.

MEC said more than 6.8 million voters have registered in a voter
registration period that ran from June to November 2018. Malawi uses
the First Past the Post electoral system under which the candidate with
the most votes is declared the winner in each of 193 constituencies. r

Elections in Malawi

South Africa votes  

SEVEN CouNTriES in southern Africa are preparing for
elections this year – Botswana, Union of Comoros, Madagascar,
Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia and South Africa. The SADC Elec-
tion Observer Mission (SEOM), together with other regional and inter-
national observer missions, will monitor the electoral process as usual,
in three phases: the pre-election, the election and the post-election.
SEOM is expected to produce a report on the conduct of each poll in line
with the SADC Principles and Guidelines Governing Democratic Elec-
tions, which encourage Member States to adhere to common political
values and systems. r

Busy electoral calendar for SADC in 2019
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15 oCTobEr is the date for national elections in Mozambique, includ-
ing presidential, legislative and provincial elections. This follows mu-
nicipal elections held in October 2018.   

President Filipe Nyusi will be the presidential candidate for the
Mozambique Liberation Front (Frelimo). The main opposition party,
the Mozambique National Resistance (Renamo) has elected Ossufo
Momade as its leader, replacing the late Afonso Dhlakama who died
last year.

The Constitution of Mozambique specifies that the President of the
Republic is the Head of State and Government, Commander-in-Chief
of the armed forces, and a symbol of national unity, directly elected for
a five-year term by winning more than half of the valid votes cast. 

If no candidate receives more than half of the votes cast in the first
round, then a second round of voting is held, contested by the two
candidates who had the highest number of votes. The candidate who
receives the majority of votes in the second round will be the elected
President.

In the Legislative election, 250 members of the unicameral Assem-
bly of the Republic are directly elected for a five-year term, using a
system of Proportion Representation based on party lists by province.
There are 11 multi-member constituencies with from 12 up to 50 rep-
resentatives based on population and corresponding to the country’s
provinces, plus two single-member constituencies representing the

Mozambican communities in Africa and
Europe.

In 2019, for the first time, voters are
also expected to elect provincial Gover-
nors who will have a provincial oversight
role over the national public service
structures in the province headed by a
State Secretary, although this system
was awaiting parliamentary approval.
(sardc.net) r

THE DATE is still to be set for elections in Namibia this year but is ex-
pected to be the end of November, to choose the President and Mem-
bers of Parliament. Elections take place at five-year intervals in
Namibia and the previous elections were held on 28 November 2014.     

The South West Africa People’s Organisation (SWAPO) will be led
into the elections by President Hage Geingob. SWAPO has been in
power since 1990 after it won the pre-independence elections held
under the United Nations following more than two decades of armed
struggle against occupation of the country by apartheid South Africa.

Namibia uses a majority system for presidential elections, in which
the candidate with more than 50 percent of the votes is declared the
winner, and proportional representation is used for legislative elec-
tions. Under the proportional representation system, each political
party submits a list of candidates and then the parties receive the
number of seats that are proportional to their overall share of the na-
tional vote.

In accordance with the 2014 constitutional amendments, the statu-
tory number of members of the National Assembly was expanded
from 78 to 104, of which 96 are directly elected and eight appointed,
as specified in Article 46. 

The statutory number of members of the National Council also in-
creased, from 26 to 42. The current legislature comprises two members
from each of the 13 Regional Councils. The new legislature will com-
prise three members from each of 14 Regional Councils (Article 69).  r

PArliAMENTAry AND local government elections will be held in
Botswana this year, in October.   

Botswana uses a single constituency electoral system of First Past
the Post for the election of Members of Parliament. Elected MPs then
act as an electoral college to choose the President.

The National Assembly is a representative body elected by univer-
sal adult suffrage and consists of men and women from all sections
of society. The National Assembly comprises 65 members of Parlia-
ment, including the President and the Speaker being ex-officio, 57
members elected by constituencies and 6 specially elected by Mem-
bers of Parliament.

The Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) has won all national elec-
tions since independence in 1966, and is now led by President Mokg-
weetsi Masisi, the former Vice President, who became party leader in
April 2018 and must seek confirmation at the party’s elective congress
set for April this year.  

An opposition coalition, Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC)
led by Duma Boko, will contest the national elections against the
BDP.  The UDC is an alliance of the Botswana Movement for Demo-
cratic Change, Botswana National Front and the Botswana People’s
Party. r

Botswana prepares for elections in
October

Mozambique prepares for
general elections

Rajoelina elected President of Madagascar

ANDry rAJoEliNA has been sworn in as the
President of Madagascar following presidential
elections last year and a run-off held on 19 Decem-
ber. The run-off against Marc Ravalomanana was
necessitated after no candidate managed to get
more than 50 percent of the votes in the November
2018 elections. According to run-off results announced by the Na-
tional Independent Electoral Commission, Rajoelina won 55.66
percent of the total votes cast against 44.34 percent for his oppo-
nent. In his inauguration speech, Rajoelina said all Malagasy
should continue to work to ensure the country returns to stability,
which is critical for sustainable development. 

Tshisekedi elected President of DRC 

FEliX TSHiSEKEDi was elected as the President
of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) in elec-
tions held in December 2018. Tshisekedi won 38.5
percent of the total votes cast in the 30 December
polls, while his closest rival, Martin Fayulu garnered
34.7 percent. The swearing-in of the new president
on 18 January 2019 was an important milestone in the history of the
DRC, and President Tshisekedi has taken action to build unity with
opponents and with the former President, Joseph Kabila.  r

Composition of the 2015 Assembly 
of the Republic (Mozambique) 

FRELIMO 144    RENAMO 89    MDM 17

Namibia to set date for elections

E L E C T I O N S
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SouTHErN AFriCA is ex-
pected to receive erratic rainfall
in the second half of the
2018/19 agricultural season, ac-
cording to the mid-season re-
view produced by regional
climate experts. 

The 22nd Southern Africa Re-
gional Climate Outlook Forum
(SARCOF-22) mid-season re-
view and update was held in
Maun, Botswana in December
to review and update the sea-
sonal outlook released in Au-
gust 2018, as well as present a
consensus seasonal climate out-
look for March to May 2019. 

The SARCOF forecast is di-
vided into two parts, covering
October to December 2018 and
January to May 2019.

The consensus forecast pro-
duced by SARCOF-22 in Au-
gust 2018 had showed that
most of the 16 countries in the
Southern African Development
Community (SADC) are likely
to receive “normal to below-
normal” rainfall for the period
October 2018 to May 2019, ex-
cept for Tanzania that was pre-
dicted to have “normal to
above-normal”. 

“Normal to above normal”
rainfall is also expected in most
areas of the north-western and
eastern parts of the region,
some south-western parts, and
eastern Madagascar. 

Climate experts had also
forecast a possibility of an early
onset of the 2018-19 season,
which could be followed by
prolonged dry spells that dis-
turb the timing and spatial dis-
tribution of rainfall around the
region.

The review of the first two
months shows consistencies in
various areas with the October-
December forecast. 

The mid-season forecast
shows no major changes in

rainfall during the second half
of the season.

Much of the region is likely
to continue receiving “normal
to below-normal rainfall” for
the period January to March,
with the exception of central
South Africa, south-western
Botswana, south-eastern
Namibia, northern Angola,
Tanzania, Madagascar, most of
DRC, Mauritius and Seychelles,
where normal to above-normal
rainfall is expected. 

For the period February to
May 2019, most of the SADC
region is expected to receive
normal to above-normal rain-
fall with the exception of the
south-western and most of the
south part of the region where
normal to below-normal rain-
fall conditions are expected. 

While developing this out-
look, the climate scientists took
into account oceanic and atmo-
spheric factors that influence
climate over southern Africa.

The associated agricultural
risks for expected insufficient
rainfall include limited water
availability, poor grazing areas
and heat stress that could affect
both crops and livestock.

FEWSNET notes that al-
though most parts of the region
received sufficient rainfall for
planting, the rainfall was insuf-
ficient to fully meet crop water
needs for maize crops planted
in some parts of South Africa,
southern Mozambique, south-
ern Zambia, Zimbabwe, and
Lesotho. 

In parts of southern Mozam-
bique, Lesotho, and Zimbabwe,
the moisture deficits resulted in
permanent wilting of some
crops at early developmental
stages, which necessitated gap-
filling and replanting.

Despite moderate to heavy
rainfall in early and mid-Jan-

uary, poor rainfall at the end of
the month led to soil moisture
stress, causing some maize
crops to wilt. 

As below-average rainfall is
likely to continue, cropping con-
ditions are not anticipated to re-
cover in most areas and staple
food production across Lesotho,
Angola, southern Mozambique,
Zambia, and Zimbabwe, central
South Africa, and northern
Namibia is expected to be
below-average. 

However, cropping condi-
tions across Malawi, Madagas-
car, and northern Mozambique
are favourable most likely lead-
ing to an average to above av-
erage harvest.

The regional forecast comes
at a time when the food secu-
rity situation in southern Africa
has been subdued due to a
lower harvest during the 2017-
18 agricultural season.

According to a report on
the State of Food and Nutri-
tion Security and Vulnerabil-
ity in Southern Africa
published by SADC in July
2018, dry spells that character-
ized the 2017-18 rainfall sea-
son resulted in reduced cereal
harvests compared to the
2017 bumper crop that gener-
ated a surplus.

Normal to below-normal rainfall for SADC in second half of season
Based on the 10 SADC Mem-

ber States that provided cereal
balance sheets for the 2018-19
marketing year, the region is es-
timated to have a cereal surplus
of 6.3 million metric tonnes com-
pared to 7.5 million tonnes for
the same countries in the previ-
ous marketing year.

This means that carry-over
stocks in these countries and
expected surpluses in Mozam-
bique and Tanzania will be
enough to offset the deficits in
Botswana, Eswatini, Lesotho
and Namibia.

This will require SADC
Member States to take appro-
priate measures to promote
trading of maize and avoid tak-
ing ad-hoc actions that would
restrict imports or exports of
grains within the region.

The region has previously
adopted several measures to
mitigate the impacts of poor har-
vests, including the promotion
of investment in research and
improved access to financial re-
sources for smallholder farmers,
as well as investment in new
technology and irrigation. r
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developing countries to boost
their adaptation and mitigation
efforts. 

The Zambezi Environment
Outlook 2015 already warns that
impacts of climate change are
being felt across all sectors in
southern Africa including on
water resources, human health,
food security, tourism and
livelihoods. 

This implies that any delay
in implementing resilience mea-
sures will further worsen the
impacts of climate change in the
region. 

Namibia, which is the cur-
rent chair of SADC, has urged
the wealthy nations of the north
to deliver on their financial obli-
gations in a transparent manner
for developing countries to im-
plement their Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions (NDCs). 

“In Namibia, the implemen-
tation of our country’s NDC
is conditioned to the provision
of 90 percent of the financial
resources from developed
countries,” Namibian Prime
Minister, Dr Saara Kuugon-
gelwa-Amadhila said at the 24th

Conference of Parties (COP 24)
to the UN Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change (UN-
FCCC) held in Katowice,
Poland. 

SADC and the rest of the
African continent argues that
such assistance should act as a
net transfer of wealth from
north to south mainly in the
form of grants rather than loans
which would further burden
developing countries. 

In the Paris Rulebook, na-
tions are allowed to count all
non-grant instruments as cli-
mate finance such as commer-
cial loans and they are only
asked to report the grant-equiv-
alence of these on voluntary
basis. 

The rulebook is a long-term
regulatory framework agreed in
Katowice that will help coun-
tries to plan, communicate, im-
plement, report and follow up

on their commitments under
the Paris Agreement. 

Another outcome that did
not meet the expectations of
Africa is that the rulebook for
implementing the Paris Agree-
ment failed to put enough em-
phasis on the question of loss
and damage. 

The rulebook only indicates
that vulnerable countries will
have a place to report climate-
related losses and what they are
doing to deal with them, in-
cluding information on the kind
of help they need. 

In Katowice, the issue of loss
and damage became one of the
sticking points as developing
countries wanted loss and
damage to be treated as a stand-
alone while developed coun-
tries were in favour of lumping
it with other adaptation initia-
tives. 

The failure by the developed
countries to consider loss and
damage as a critical component
means that funds for increased
adaptation will remain a chal-
lenge for a long time in Africa. 

Despite its major shortcom-
ings, negotiators at Katowice,
however, managed to finally
agree on the rulebook which
now acts as an operating man-
ual for the implementation of
the Paris Agreement. 

The UN Climate Change
Secretariat notes that the rule-
book “operationalizes the trans-
parency framework,” which
“sets out how countries will
provide information about their
NDCs that describe their do-
mestic climate actions. 

Article 4.3 of the Paris Agree-
ment mentions that each party's
successive, nationally deter-
mined contribution will repre-
sent a progression beyond the
party's then current contribu-
tion and reflect its highest pos-
sible ambition, and its common
but differentiated responsibili-
ties and respective capabilities,
in the light of different national
circumstances. sardc.net r

THE GroWiNG frequency
and unpredictable nature of
natural disasters such as floods
and droughts is a striking re-
minder and warning that cli-
mate change is a serious
phenomenon that has the ca-
pacity to destabilize the world. 

In recognition of this, the
global community has put in
place various initiatives to com-
bat the impacts of climate
change including negotiating
for a binding agreement on how
to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions that cause climate change. 

A reduction in greenhouse
gas emissions is critical, particu-
larly for developing countries
such as those in Africa who pro-
duce less emissions yet are the
hardest hit by climate change
due to limited financial resources
to adapt to such changes. 

However, since the climate
change negotiations began
some decades ago, these have
offered very little hope for
Africa as issues of climate fi-
nancing for resilience remain
largely unresolved. 

Prior to the latest climate
talks held in December 2018,
the African Group of Negotia-
tors came up with a common
position where they outlined
priorities and expectations to
strengthen climate resilience. 

One of the key priorities was
the need for developed coun-
tries to provide a predictable
and adequate financing mecha-
nism to address the impacts of
climate change, but the confer-
ence failed to produce a solid
position on climate financing. 

Industrialized countries
were only “urged” to meet their
existing commitment of mobi-
lizing US$100 billion in climate
finance per year by 2020. 

Climate experts in Africa are
of the view that in order to keep
the global temperature rise well
below 2°C, industrialized coun-
tries must be held accountable
and should provide a reliable
flow of financial resources to

Climate change talks
Are the negotiations beneficial to Africa? 



G E N D E R

12 SouTHErN AFriCA      Today, February 2019

THE AFriCAN Union has
urged member states to accel-
erate the ratification, domesti-
cation and implementation of
the Protocol to the African
Charter on Human and Peo-
ple’s Rights on the Rights of
Women in Africa.
     The call was made by a
High-Level Consultation on
the Protocol to the African
Charter on Human and Peo-
ples’ Rights on the Rights of
Women in Africa, known as the
Maputo Protocol.
     The high-level meeting held
in Mozambique in December
2018 coincided with the 15th
anniversary of the signing of
the protocol.
     Chairperson of the High-
Level Consultation, Helen Il-
boudo said it is critical for
Member States to identify bot-
tlenecks that hinder full ratifi-
cation of the Protocol to ensure
that women’s rights are pro-
moted and protected. 
     Ilboudo, who is Minister of
Women, National Solidarity
and Family in Burkina
Faso, said there is need for
African countries to not only
ratify the protocol, but also
implement the instrument to
complement actions that are
already taking place at the na-
tional level.
     The African Union (AU)
Commission said member
states should work together to
ensure ownership by various
stakeholders in the process of
ratification, domestication, im-
plementation and reporting.
     The Maputo Protocol was
adopted in July 2003 in Ma-

puto, Mozambique and en-
tered into force in 2005 after 15
member states ratified it.  
     However, the failure by
most AU member states to rat-
ify, domesticate and implement
the Protocol on Women’s
Rights has hindered efforts to
promote and protect human
rights.
     Despite commitments by
African leaders to place
women at the centre of devel-
opment, and poverty reduc-
tion, member states have been
slow in ratifying and domesti-
cating the protocol. 
     To promote the ratification
and implementation of the
Maputo Protocol, the African
Women’s Decade (2010 -2020)
was adopted and commits
member states to universal
ratification, full domestication
and implementation by 2020.
     To date, out of the 55 AU
member states, a total of 40
have ratified the Maputo Pro-
tocol. Of these Cameroon,
Kenya, Mauritius, Namibia,
South Africa and Uganda rati-
fied with reservations.
     A total of 16 countries are
yet to ratify the Protocol and
these are Botswana, Burundi,
Central African Republic,
Chad, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Madagascar, Morocco, Niger,
Sahrawi Arab Democratic Re-
public, Sao Tome and Principe,
Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan
and Tunisia. 
     With only two years re-
maining before the 2020 dead-
line for universal ratification,
there is a need to accelerate ef-
forts to encourage the remain-

ing 16 member states to ratify
the Maputo Protocol.
     In this regard, the High
Level Consultation reaffirmed
the need for stronger partner-
ships urged countries to
recommit their intention to the
mission of promoting the
rights of women as well as gen-
der equality in Africa. 
     The meeting also adopted a
roadmap for the “All for Ma-
puto Protocol Programme” to
guide and strengthen in-coun-
try advocacy missions on
championing gender specific
needs. 
     The “All for Maputo Proto-
col Programme” is one of the
key flagship projects of the AU
Gender strategy, aiming at mo-
bilizing support and funding
as well as advocating for uni-
versal ratification of the instru-
ment by 2020.
     In the SADC region, a total
of 13 Member States have

signed and ratified the
protocol. These are Angola, Co-
moros,  the DRC, Eswatini,
Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique,
Namibia, Seychelles, South
Africa, United Republic of Tan-
zania, Zambia and Zimbabwe
have signed the protocol. 
     Mauritius and Madagascar
have signed but are yet to rat-
ify, and Botswana has not
signed.
     The process of approval of a
regional legal instrument re-
quires, first, signing, and then
ratification, a process that dif-
fers from country to country.
     A protocol “enters into
force” following ratification by
two-thirds of member states.
This advances the regional law
from being a stated intention to
actual application. 
     Member States that join
after a protocol has entered
into force are said to “accede”
to the protocol. r

“Time to ratify and implement the Maputo Protocol”

oNE oF the key resolution of the 32nd African Union Sum-
mit held in February in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia was on end-
ing child marriages. 

The summit reaffirmed the commitment by the conti-
nent towards the Implementation of the Common African
Position on Ending Child Marriage in Africa and recom-
mendations from the first African Girls Summit held in
Lusaka, Zambia in November 2015, and all the recommen-
dations from the 2nd African Girls Summit on Ending Child
Marriages held in Accra, Ghana in November 2018. 

As such the leaders decided to take concrete actions to end
child marriage in all its forms and manifestations, with firm
commitment to article 21(2) of the African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child and to have comprehensive
report on the progress of ending child marriages in Africa
through the reporting channel to the policy organs. r
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      The CFTA brings together all
the 55 AU Member States, creat-
ing a combined market of more
than one billion people and a
combined Gross Domestic Prod-
uct of more than US$3.4 trillion. 
      At the 32nd AU Summit, the
leaders urged the continent to
expedite initiatives aimed at pro-
moting peace and security as
well as create the necessary con-
ditions for sustainable develop-
ment and economic growth. 
     These include peace media-
tion in countries where there
have conflicts such as Libya,
Somalia and Central African
Republic.
     The summit requested
AU Commission Chairperson,
Moussa Faki Mahamat to con-
vene an international confer-
ence on reconciliation in Libya
in the first half of this year. 
     The North African country
has been experiencing power
challenges since the ousting of
Muammar Gaddafi in 2011.
     The planned international
conference, which will be held
jointly with the United Nations,
is expected to take “all the nec-
essary measures for the organi-
sation of presidential and
legislative elections in October
2019”.
     On the UN Security Coun-
cil, the leaders reaffirmed the
common position of Africa to
reform the council, with a
strong call for the continent to
have two permanent seats with
all the prerogative and privi-
leges including right of veto. 

A F R I C A N  U N I O N

AFriCA’S QuEST for a single
market is fast becoming a real-
ity after leaders endorsed a
template on trade liberalization
which will be used by member
states in preparing schedules of
tariff concessions.
     The template on trade liber-
alization will assist African
states in coming up with their
positions regarding removal or
reduction of restrictions or bar-
riers on the free exchange of
goods within the continent. 
     African leaders approved
the template at the 32nd Ordi-
nary Assembly of African
Union (AU) Heads of State and
Government held in February
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
     The summit directed AU
Ministers responsible for trade
to submit their schedules of tar-
iff concessions and schedules of
specific commitments to the or-
dinary sessions scheduled for
July and January 2020. 
     This development is ex-
pected to concretize modalities
of the operationalization of the
envisaged Continental Free
Trade Area (CFTA) as the con-
tinent targets to boost intra-re-
gional trade from the present 10
percent to more than 40 per-
cent.
     Development of schedules
of tariff concessions is one of
the key steps that should be
taken by AU Member States to
bring the CFTA into effect. This
will accelerate the liberalization
process as an essential step to-
wards African integration and

establishing a unified African
market. 
     The schedules are expected
to contain details of custom
union requirements of each AU
Member State, in particular 90
percent of products that are to
be liberalized in the short time
as well as the sensitive prod-
ucts that will be liberalized
over a longer time period and
the excluded products that are
to be temporarily exempted
from liberalization.
     In addition, the schedules of
commitments will identify how
barriers to entry, such as local
presence regulations, can be
eased to allow the local opera-
tion of service suppliers from
other African countries.
     This is then expected to cul-
minate in the review of the reg-
ulatory framework identified
as an impediment to effective
implementation of the CFTA. 
      The agreement to establish
the CFTA was initially signed by
44 out of 55 AU Member States
in March 2018 to promote the
smooth movement of goods and
services across borders, as well
as allow member countries to
harmonize regional trade poli-
cies to promote equal competi-
tion and increased trade.
     The establishment of the
CFTA is expected to enhance
competitiveness at the industry
and enterprise level through
exploiting opportunities for
scale production, continental
market access and better reallo-
cation of resources.

     In addition to two perma-
nent seats, African leaders are
calling for an additional five
non-permanent seats where the
AU will reserve the right to se-
lect its representatives for elec-
tion to the UN Security Council.  
      The council, which is tasked
with the primary duty of main-
taining international peace and
security, continues to be domi-
nated by a few powerful na-
tions at the expense of the
majority.
     Of the five permanent mem-
bers with veto power, none is
from Africa yet the continent
provides the largest member-
ship of the UN.
     The five permanent mem-
bers are China, France, Russia,
the United Kingdom and the
United States of America, with
three of them (France, Russia,
and UK) coming from Europe.
     The permanent members
enjoy the veto right, meaning
that the council cannot imple-
ment any decision if one of the
five permanent members ob-
jects to it.
     In addition to this, the coun-
cil is made up of 10 other non-
permanent members elected
for two-year terms by the UN
General Assembly. However,
these members do not have
veto powers. 
     This arrangement and struc-
ture where some countries are
“more important than others”
is what Africa and other devel-
oping regions want to be re-
formed. r

Africa accelerates trade liberalization, targets ending conflicts



the forthcoming summit as a
platform to share information
on investment opportunities
and investment climate in the
SADC region.

She said SADC is keen to fi-
nalize modalities with Russia
for the political dialogue and
consultations as provided for
in the MoU. r
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and he stressed the impor-
tance for SADC to take advan-
tage of the Summit to boost
relations with Russia, which is
one of the fastest growing
global economies. 

Dr Tax said the region is
looking forward to strength-
ening relations with Russia,
confirming that SADC will use

SADC AND Russia are work-
ing on the modalities of
strengthening cooperation fol-
lowing the signing last year of
a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) on the Basic
Principles of Relations and
Cooperation.

The Russian Ambassador
and Special Representative to
SADC, Victor Sibilev met with
the SADC Executive Secretary,
Dr Stergomena Lawrence Tax,
in February to discuss modal-
ities towards operationalizing
the MoU.

Sibilev said Russia is ready
to collaborate with SADC in
advancing its regional inte-
gration agenda, particularly in
areas such as manufacturing,
agriculture and infrastructure
development.

Manufacturing, agriculture
and infrastructure develop-
ment are some of the key pri-
ority areas identified in
various regional documents
such as the SADC Industrial-
ization Strategy and
Roadmap, as well as the Re-
vised Regional Indicative
Strategic Development Plan. 

Sibilev said the second
Russia-Africa Summit will be
held in October Sochi, Russia

NorWAy HAS pledged to
continue supporting the re-
gional integration agenda of
southern Africa.

The Norwegian Ambas-
sador to South Africa, Astrid
Helle, said this when she paid
a courtesy call on the SADC
Executive Secretary, Dr Ster-
gomena Lawrence Tax in
late January in Gaborone,
Botswana.

Helle covers five other coun-
tries in SADC – Botswana,
Lesotho, Madagascar, Namibia
and Zimbabwe.

Norway has provided sup-
port to various SADC initiatives
through technical and financial
support by the Norwegian
Agency for Development Co-
operation (NORAD).

Some key interventions
areas include technical support
to the energy sector and the
Southern African Power Pool.

Other areas of support are
the restructuring of SADC insti-
tutions, support to the imple-
mentation of the SADC HIV
and AIDS Business Plan and
support to SADC in mediation
capacity enhancement, espe-
cially the establishment of the
Network of African Women
Mediators. r

SADC AND Germany have
held consultations on how to
strengthen cooperation.

The consultations in
Gaborone, Botswana were co-
chaired by the SADC Execu-
tive Secretary, Dr Stergomena
Lawrence Tax, and the Ger-
many Ambassador to
Botswana, Ralf Breth. The
meeting was held on 19-20
February to prepare for the Bi-
lateral Negotiations between
the SADC Secretariat and the
Government of Germany set
for November.

Speaking at the meeting, Dr
Tax expressed gratitude to the

Germany for the continued
support towards SADC re-
gional integration and devel-
opment agenda. 

She said to ensure that the
support is beneficial to both
parties there is need to focus
on priority programmes such
as the SADC Industrialization
Strategy and Roadmap
2015-2063; the SADC Regional
Infrastructure Development
Master Plan, the Regional
Agricultural Investment Plan
and other strategies and pro-
grammes, including the Law
Enforcement and Anti-Poach-
ing Strategy. 

Dr Tax said as both parties
prepare for the next SADC-
Germany Bilateral Negotia-
tions, it is critical to take into
account other emerging devel-
opmental challenges such as
climate change.

Breth said Germany will con-
tinue to support SADC in both
technical and financial areas. 

The meeting identified a
number of priority areas for co-
operation. These include:
• Regional Economic Integra-

tion;
• Peace and Security;
• Transboundary Water Man-

agement;

• Transboundary Use and
Protection of Natural Re-
sources and Resilience to
Climate Change; and

• Strengthening National-Re-
gional Linkages and Study
and Expert Fund.
The identified areas of co-

operation are in line with
SADC priorities outlined in
the Revised Regional Indica-
tive Development Plan 2015-
2020 and the Revised Strategic
Indicative Plan of the Organ
on Defence, Peace and Secu-
rity Cooperation 2015-2020 as
well as Germany’s Marshall
Plan with Africa. r

THE SADC Committee
of Ambassadors and
High Commissioners in
Botswana is an important
structure that plays a liaison
role between the Secretariat
and Member States as well
as facilitating information
dissemination, interaction
and consultation between
the two institutions. 

The SADC Secretariat
held a meeting with the
ambassadors in Gaborone,
Botswana on 28 February
to brief the committee on
some of regional initiatives. 

The committee was
established in 2005 to ad-
vise the SADC National
Committees on issues re-
lated to the implementa-
tion of SADC programmes
and activities as well as
to facilitate interaction
and consultations between
Member States and the
SADC Secretariat. r

C O O P E R A T I O N

SADC and Russia strengthen cooperation

Norway to support SADC integration

SADC ambassadors
to promote regional
initiatives

SADC, Germany identify areas of continued cooperation
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February – March 2019

February 
2, Global World Wetlands Day 

This day marks the adoption of the Convention on Wetlands on 2
February 1971, in the Iranian city of Ramsar on the shores of the
Caspian Sea. The 2019 theme is “Wetlands and Climate Change”.

10-11, Addis Ababa, 32nd African Union Summit 
Ethiopia The 32nd Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the African Union

provides an opportunity for African leaders to discuss continental
integration. The theme for 2019 is “Refugees, Returnees and
Internally Displaced Persons: Towards Durable Solutions to Forced
Displacement in Africa”. 

19-20 Johannesburg,   Africa Energy Indaba
South Africa The indaba will bring together international and continental

experts to share insights into and solutions to Africa’s energy
challenges while also exploring the vast energy development
opportunities on offer for Africa. 

28, Dar es Salaam, ZAMCOM Council of Ministers
Tanzania The Council of Ministers of the Zambezi Watercourse Commission

provides policy guidance for the cooperative management and
development of the Zambezi River Basin. Council approves the
annual work plans and budgets, and considers recommendations
from the ZAMCOM Technical Committee. 

March 
8, Global International Women's Day

This is an occasion to reflect on progress made in advancing the
rights of women, and discuss further changes needed. The theme for
2019 is “Think Equal, Build Smart, Innovate for Change”.

11-22, New York 63rd Session of UN Commission on the Status of Women
The UN Commission on the Status of Women meets annually and is
the principal global intergovernmental body exclusively dedicated
to the promotion of gender equality and empowerment of women,
taking a leading role in monitoring and reviewing progress in the
implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. 

15 -16, Windhoek, SADC Council of Ministers
Namibia The SADC Council of Ministers is responsible for supervising and

monitoring the functions and development of SADC, and ensuring
that policies are implemented to advance regional integration. 

20, Madagascar Parliamentary Elections
Parliamentary polls to be held following the presidential elections
in December last year. 

20-21, Nairobi          TRALAC Annual Conference 2019
The annual conference of the Trade Law Centre provides an
opportunity for policymakers, researchers, academia, and others to
discuss global trade issues with special focus on Africa’s trade,
integration and industrial development. The 2019 theme is, “Africa’s
Integration Agenda – from Aspirations to Pragmatic Implementation”.

22, Global World Water Day
World Water Day is held annually on 22 March to focus attention
on the importance of freshwater and the sustainable management
of freshwater resources. 

24, Comoros Elections Comoros
Presidential and regional elections take place on 24 March. This
marks the first time that Comoros is holding its elections as a
member of SADC. The Comoros joined SADC in August 2018. 

26-27, Johannesburg, Water Energy Food Nexus
South Africa   The SADC Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue on the Water Energy Food

(WEF) Nexus focuses this year on youth empowerment, with the
theme of “Promoting the Water-Energy-Food Nexus Approach and
Youth Empowerment for Sustainable Development”. The SADC
Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue is a biennial event organised by the
SADC Directorate of Infrastructure and is driven by the Water Sector.
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A shared future within a regional community

H I S T O R Y  T O D A Y

1 February      Abolition of Slavery                                                                       Mauritius
3 February      Heroes’ Day                                                                               Mozambique
4 February      National Armed Struggle Day                                                        Angola
5 February     Chinese Spring Festival                                                               Mauritius
3 March           Martyrs Day                                                                                          Malawi
4 March           Maha Shivaratree                                                                           Mauritius
5 March           Carnival                                                                                                  Angola
8 March           Women’s Day                                                                      Angola, Zambia
11 March         Moshoeshoe’s Day                                                                            Lesotho
12 March         National Day                                                                                    Mauritius
                          Youth Day                                                                                             Zambia
18 March         Cheikh Al Maarouf Day                                                                 Comoros
21 March         Independence Day                                                                         Namibia
                          Human Rights Day                                                                   South Africa
29 March         Martyrs Day                                                                                Madagascar
4 April              Peace and Reconciliation Day                                                        Angola
6 April              Ougadi                                                                                               Mauritius
7 April              Sheik Abeid Karume Day                                                              Tanzania
13 April            Leilat al – Meiraj                                                                              Comoros
18 April            Independence Day                                                                     Zimbabwe
19 April            King’s Birthday                                                                                  Eswatini
                          Good Friday                                                                     All SADC except ... 
                                                   Comoros, DRC, Madagascar, Mauritius,  Mozambique
20 April            Holy Saturday                                              Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe
21 April            Easter Sunday                                                             Namibia, Zimbabwe
22 April            Easter Monday                                                               All SADC except ...  
                                                             Angola, Comoros, DRC, Mauritius, Mozambique
                          Family Day                                                                                  South Africa
25 April           National Flag Day                                                                             Eswatini
26 April           Union Day                                                                                         Tanzania
27 April           Freedom Day                                                                             South Africa

FEbruAry 3 is Heroes Day in Mozambique, and in 2019 this is a
special commemoration. 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the death of Eduardo
Mondlane, the founding leader of the Mozambique Liberation
Front (Frelimo).

Mondlane was killed by a parcel bomb during the war for in-
dependence from colonial rule. He died at the age of 49 on 3 Febru-
ary 1969 when he opened a parcel sent by the Portuguese security
police, delivered to him at his house in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

He is respected as the father of Mozambique`s independence, a
torch picked up and carried to completion by Samora Machel, who
became the first President of Mozambique on 25 June 1975.

The date of his assassination is commemorated each year in
Mozambique as Heroes Day. The day was set to honour his life as
well as all men and women who fought bravely for the country’s
independence, for which many gave their lives, and those who
have contributed to the development of the post-independence
Mozambique.

Born in June 1920 in Nwadjahane, a village in the Gaza Province
of southern Mozambique, Eduardo Mondlane played an important
role in the struggle against Portuguese colonial rule. The well-ed-
ucated Mozambican nationalist is celebrated for his selfless dedi-
cation in the fight against settler rule. 

Following the independence of Tanganyika (later Tanzania) in
1961, Mondlane took up base operations in Dar es Salaam where
the unification of UDENAMO, MANU, and UNAMI was realised
to form Frelimo in 1962.

The independence of Mozambique did not come in isolation.
Tanzania provided both technical and material support in the form
of shelter for Mozambican refugees and a rear base for Frelimo
guerrillas, including training and equipment as well as hosting the
Liberation Committee of the Organisation of African Unity.

The coup d`etat in Portugal on 25 April 1974 when the Por-
tuguese Movement of the Armed Forces overthrew the military
regime in Lisbon was a breaking point in the struggle for Mozam-
bique’s independence.

This resulted from the discontent of conscripts sent to fight in Por-
tugal’s African colonies, particularly because they were losing the war
against Frelimo in Mozambique, and culminated in negotiations be-
tween Portuguese and Frelimo representatives. An independence
agreement was signed in Zambia on 7 September 1974, now com-
memorated as Victory Day as it marked the end of the liberation war.

The main Heroes Day celebration is held at the Heroes' Square
near the international airport in Maputo, where various groups of
people gather to honour freedom fighters and support equality for
all Mozambique’s citizens. 

At the centre of the square stands a star-shaped monument of
white marble where Mondlane is interred, as well as the country’s
first President, Samora Moises Machel and other heroes of the lib-
eration struggle. r

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS IN SADC
February – April 2019

Heroes50]
years

MArCH 3 is an important date in Malawi’s liberation history,
and is commemorated every year in honour of the martyrs who
gave their lives in the struggle against colonialism.

The day invokes painful memories of about 40 people who
lost their lives in 1959 during an uprising against British colo-
nialism. This was a landmark in the struggle against colonial
rule that eventually brought independence to Malawi on 6 July
1964 under the first President, Hastings Kamuzu Banda.   

This year marks 60 years of remembering men and women
who envisaged strong values and ideologies and sacrificed their
lives to fight against British rule in Malawi. The British occupied
the territory of Malawi in the mid-19th century and proclaimed
a British protectorate in 1891, later renamed Nyasaland in 1907.

The Martyrs Day celebration is marked by speeches from dif-
ferent groups and prayers for the departed freedom fighters.  r

Malawi remembers liberation martyrs

Remembering Eduardo Chivambo
Mondlane


