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pected to receive erratic ramtall
in the second half of the
2018/19 agricultural season, ac-
cording to the mid-season re-
view produced by regional
climate experts.

The 22" Southern Africa Re-
gional Climate Outlook Forum
(SARCOF-22) mid-season re-
view and update was held in
Maun, Botswana in December
to review and update the sea-
sonal outlook released in Au-
gust 2018, as well as present a
consensus seasonal climate out-
look for March to May 2019.

The SARCOF forecast is di-
vided into two parts, covering
October to December 2018 and
January to May 2019.

The consensus forecast pro-
duced by SARCOF-22 in Au-
gust 2018 had showed that
most of the 16 countries in the
Southern African Development
Community (SADC) are likely
to receive “normal to below-
normal” rainfall for the period
October 2018 to May 2019, ex-
cept for Tanzania that was pre-
dicted to have “normal to
above-normal”.

“Normal to above normal”
rainfall is also expected in most
areas of the north-western and
eastern parts of the region,
some south-western parts, and
eastern Madagascar.

Climate experts had also
forecast a possibility of an early
onset of the 2018-19 season,
which could be followed by
prolonged dry spells that dis-
turb the timing and spatial dis-
tribution of rainfall around the
region.

The review of the first two
months shows consistencies in
various areas with the October-
December forecast.

The mid-season forecast
shows..no.major_changes in
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of the season.

Much of the region is likely
to continue receiving “normal
to below-normal rainfall” for
the period January to March,
with the exception of central
South Africa, south-western

Botswana, south-eastern
Namibia, northern Angola,
Tanzania, Madagascar, most of
DRC, Mauritius and Seychelles,
where normal to above-normal
rainfall is expected.

For the period February to
May 2019, most of the SADC
region is expected to receive
normal to above-normal rain-
fall with the exception of the
south-western and most of the
south part of the region where
normal to below-normal rain-
fall conditions are expected.

While developing this out-
look, the climate scientists took
into account oceanic and atmo-
spheric factors that influence
climate over southern Africa.

The associated agricultural
risks for expected insufficient
rainfall include limited water
availability, poor grazing areas
and heat stress that could affect
both crops and livestock.

FEWSNET notes that al-
though most parts of the region
received sufficient rainfall for
planting, the rainfall was insuf-
ficient to fully meet crop water
needs for maize crops planted
in some parts of South Africa,
southern Mozambique, south-
ern Zambia, Zimbabwe, and
Lesotho.

In parts of southern Mozam-
bique, Lesotho, and Zimbabwe,
the moisture deficits resulted in
permanent wilting of some
crops at early developmental
stages, which necessitated gap-
filling and replanting.

Despite moderate to heavy
rainfall in early and mid-Jan-
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e month led to soil moisture
stress, causing some maize
crops to wilt.

As below-average rainfall is
likely to continue, cropping con-
ditions are not anticipated to re-
cover in most areas and staple
food production across Lesotho,
Angola, southern Mozambique,
Zambia, and Zimbabwe, central
South Africa, and northern
Namibia is expected to be
below-average.

However, cropping condi-
tions across Malawi, Madagas-
car, and northern Mozambique
are favourable most likely lead-
ing to an average to above av-
erage harvest.

The regional forecast comes
at a time when the food secu-
rity situation in southern Africa
has been subdued due to a
lower harvest during the 2017-
18 agricultural season.

According to a report on
the State of Food and Nutri-
tion Security and Vulnerabil-
ity in Southern Africa
published by SADC in July
2018, dry spells that character-
ized the 2017-18 rainfall sea-
son resulted in reduced cereal
harvests compared to the
2017 bumper crop that gener-
ated a surplus.

cerea
balance sheets for the 2018-19
marketing year, the region is es-
timated to have a cereal surplus
of 6.3 million metric tonnes com-
pared to 7.5 million tonnes for
the same countries in the previ-
ous marketing year.

This means that carry-over
stocks in these countries and
expected surpluses in Mozam-
bique and Tanzania will be
enough to offset the deficits in
Botswana, Eswatini, Lesotho
and Namibia.

This will require SADC
Member States to take appro-
priate measures to promote
trading of maize and avoid tak-
ing ad-hoc actions that would
restrict imports or exports of
grains within the region.

The region has previously
adopted several measures to
mitigate the impacts of poor har-
vests, including the promotion
of investment in research and
improved access to financial re-
sources for smallholder farmers,
as well as investment in new
technology and irrigation.
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Climate change talks

z

Are the negotiations beneficial to Africa?

THE GROWING frequency
and unpredictable nature of
natural disasters such as floods
and droughts is a striking re-
minder and warning that cli-
mate change is a serious
phenomenon that has the ca-
pacity to destabilize the world.

In recognition of this, the
global community has put in
place various initiatives to com-
bat the impacts of climate
change including negotiating
for a binding agreement on how
to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions that cause climate change.

A reduction in greenhouse
gas emissions is critical, particu-
larly for developing countries
such as those in Africa who pro-
duce less emissions yet are the
hardest hit by climate change
due to limited financial resources
to adapt to such changes.

However, since the climate
change negotiations began
some decades ago, these have
offered very little hope for
Africa as issues of climate fi-
nancing for resilience remain
largely unresolved.

Prior to the latest climate
talks held in December 2018,
the African Group of Negotia-
tors came up with a common
position where they outlined
priorities and expectations to
strengthen climate resilience.

One of the key priorities was
the need for developed coun-
tries to provide a predictable
and adequate financing mecha-
nism to address the impacts of
climate change, but the confer-
ence failed to produce a solid
position on climate financing.

Industrialized  countries
were only “urged” to meet their
existing commitment of mobi-
lizing US$100 billion in climate
finance per year by 2020.

Climate experts in Africa are
of the view that in order to keep
the global temperature rise well
below 2°C, industrialized coun-
tries must be held accountable
and should provide a reliable
flow of financial resources to

developing countries to boost
their adaptation and mitigation
efforts.

The Zambezi Environment
Outlook 2015 already warns that
impacts of climate change are
being felt across all sectors in
southern Africa including on
water resources, human health,
food security, tourism and
livelihoods.

This implies that any delay
in implementing resilience mea-
sures will further worsen the
impacts of climate change in the
region.

Namibia, which is the cur-
rent chair of SADC, has urged
the wealthy nations of the north
to deliver on their financial obli-
gations in a transparent manner
for developing countries to im-
plement their Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions (NDCs).

“In Namibia, the implemen-
tation of our country’s NDC
is conditioned to the provision
of 90 percent of the financial
resources from developed
countries,” Namibian Prime
Minister, Dr Saara Kuugon-
gelwa-Amadhila said at the 24
Conference of Parties (COP 24)
to the UN Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change (UN-
FCCC) held in Katowice,
Poland.

SADC and the rest of the
African continent argues that
such assistance should act as a
net transfer of wealth from
north to south mainly in the
form of grants rather than loans
which would further burden
developing countries.

In the Paris Rulebook, na-
tions are allowed to count all
non-grant instruments as cli-
mate finance such as commer-
cial loans and they are only
asked to report the grant-equiv-
alence of these on voluntary
basis.

The rulebook is a long-term
regulatory framework agreed in
Katowice that will help coun-
tries to plan, communicate, im-
plement, report and follow up

on their commitments under
the Paris Agreement.

Another outcome that did
not meet the expectations of
Africa is that the rulebook for
implementing the Paris Agree-
ment failed to put enough em-
phasis on the question of loss
and damage.

The rulebook only indicates
that vulnerable countries will
have a place to report climate-
related losses and what they are
doing to deal with them, in-
cluding information on the kind
of help they need.

In Katowice, the issue of loss
and damage became one of the
sticking points as developing
countries wanted loss and
damage to be treated as a stand-
alone while developed coun-
tries were in favour of lumping
it with other adaptation initia-
tives.

The failure by the developed
countries to consider loss and
damage as a critical component
means that funds for increased
adaptation will remain a chal-
lenge for a long time in Africa.

Despite its major shortcom-
ings, negotiators at Katowice,
however, managed to finally
agree on the rulebook which
now acts as an operating man-
ual for the implementation of
the Paris Agreement.

The UN Climate Change
Secretariat notes that the rule-
book “operationalizes the trans-
parency framework,” which
“sets out how countries will
provide information about their
NDCs that describe their do-
mestic climate actions.

Article 4.3 of the Paris Agree-
ment mentions that each party's
successive, nationally deter-
mined contribution will repre-
sent a progression beyond the
party's then current contribu-
tion and reflect its highest pos-
sible ambition, and its common
but differentiated responsibili-
ties and respective capabilities,
in the light of different national
circumstances. sardc.net 0
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“Time to ratify and implement the Maputo Protocol”

THE AFRICAN Union has
urged member states to accel-
erate the ratification, domesti-
cation and implementation of
the Protocol to the African
Charter on Human and Peo-
ple’s Rights on the Rights of
Women in Africa.

The call was made by a
High-Level Consultation on
the Protocol to the African
Charter on Human and Peo-
ples’ Rights on the Rights of
Women in Africa, known as the
Maputo Protocol.

The high-level meeting held
in Mozambique in December
2018 coincided with the 15th
anniversary of the signing of
the protocol.

Chairperson of the High-
Level Consultation, Helen II-
boudo said it is critical for
Member States to identify bot-
tlenecks that hinder full ratifi-
cation of the Protocol to ensure
that women'’s rights are pro-
moted and protected.

IIboudo, who is Minister of
Women, National Solidarity
and Family in Burkina
Faso, said there is need for
African countries to not only
ratify the protocol, but also
implement the instrument to
complement actions that are
already taking place at the na-
tional level.

The African Union (AU)
Commission said member
states should work together to
ensure ownership by various
stakeholders in the process of
ratification, domestication, im-
plementation and reporting.
The Maputo Protocol was

ed in 003 in Ma-

puto, Mozambique and en-
tered into force in 2005 after 15
member states ratified it.
However, the failure by
most AU member states to rat-
ify, domesticate and implement
the Protocol on Women’s
Rights has hindered efforts to
promote and protect human

rights.
Despite commitments by
African leaders to place

women at the centre of devel-
opment, and poverty reduc-
tion, member states have been
slow in ratifying and domesti-
cating the protocol.

To promote the ratification
and implementation of the
Maputo Protocol, the African
Women’s Decade (2010 -2020)
was adopted and commits
member states to universal
ratification, full domestication
and implementation by 2020.

To date, out of the 55 AU
member states, a total of 40
have ratified the Maputo Pro-
tocol. Of these Cameroon,
Kenya, Mauritius, Namibia,
South Africa and Uganda rati-
fied with reservations.

A total of 16 countries are
yet to ratify the Protocol and
these are Botswana, Burundji,
Central African Republic,
Chad, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Madagascar, Morocco, Niger,
Sahrawi Arab Democratic Re-
public, Sao Tome and Principe,
Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan
and Tunisia.

With only two years re-
maining before the 2020 dead-
line for universal ratification,
there is a need to accelerate ef-
forts to encourage the remain-
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ing 16 member states to ratify
the Maputo Protocol.

In this regard, the High
Level Consultation reaffirmed
the need for stronger partner-
ships urged countries to
recommit their intention to the
mission of promoting the
rights of women as well as gen-
der equality in Africa.

The meeting also adopted a
roadmap for the “All for Ma-
puto Protocol Programme” to
guide and strengthen in-coun-
try advocacy missions on
championing gender specific
needs.

The “All for Maputo Proto-
col Programme” is one of the
key flagship projects of the AU
Gender strategy, aiming at mo-
bilizing support and funding
as well as advocating for uni-
versal ratification of the instru-
ment by 2020.

In the SADC region, a total
of 13 Member States have

signed and ratified the
protocol. These are Angola, Co-
moros, the DRC, Eswatini,
Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique,
Namibia, Seychelles, South
Africa, United Republic of Tan-
zania, Zambia and Zimbabwe
have signed the protocol.

Mauritius and Madagascar
have signed but are yet to rat-
ify, and Botswana has not
signed.

The process of approval of a
regional legal instrument re-
quires, first, signing, and then
ratification, a process that dif-
fers from country to country.

A protocol “enters into
force” following ratification by
two-thirds of member states.
This advances the regional law
from being a stated intention to
actual application.

Member States that join
after a protocol has entered
into force are said to “accede”
to the protocol. O

ONE OF the key resolution of the 32°¢ African Union Sum-
mit held in February in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia was on end-

ing child marriages.

The summit reaffirmed the commitment by the conti-
nent towards the Implementation of the Common African
Position on Ending Child Marriage in Africa and recom-
mendations from the first African Girls Summit held in
Lusaka, Zambia in November 2015, and all the recommen-
dations from the 2" African Girls Summit on Ending Child
Marriages held in Accra, Ghana in November 2018.

As such the leaders decided to take concrete actions to end
child marriage in all its forms and manifestations, with firm
commitment to article 21(2) of the African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child and to have comprehensive
report on the progress of ending child marriages in Africa
through the reporting channel to the policy organs. 7
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Africa accelerates trade Ilberallzatlon targets ending conflicts ==

AFRICA’S QUEST for a single
market is fast becoming a real-
ity after leaders endorsed a
template on trade liberalization
which will be used by member
states in preparing schedules of
tariff concessions.

The template on trade liber-
alization will assist African
states in coming up with their
positions regarding removal or
reduction of restrictions or bar-
riers on the free exchange of
goods within the continent.

African leaders approved
the template at the 32" Ordi-
nary Assembly of African
Union (AU) Heads of State and
Government held in February
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

The summit directed AU
Ministers responsible for trade
to submit their schedules of tar-
iff concessions and schedules of
specific commitments to the or-
dinary sessions scheduled for
July and January 2020.

This development is ex-
pected to concretize modalities
of the operationalization of the
envisaged Continental Free
Trade Area (CFTA) as the con-
tinent targets to boost intra-re-
gional trade from the present 10
percent to more than 40 per-
cent.

Development of schedules
of tariff concessions is one of
the key steps that should be
taken by AU Member States to
bring the CFTA into effect. This
will accelerate the liberalization
process as an essential step to-
wards African integration and
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establishing a unified African
market.

The schedules are expected
to contain details of custom
union requirements of each AU
Member State, in particular 90
percent of products that are to
be liberalized in the short time
as well as the sensitive prod-
ucts that will be liberalized
over a longer time period and
the excluded products that are
to be temporarily exempted
from liberalization.

In addition, the schedules of
commitments will identify how
barriers to entry, such as local
presence regulations, can be
eased to allow the local opera-
tion of service suppliers from
other African countries.

This is then expected to cul-
minate in the review of the reg-
ulatory framework identified
as an impediment to effective
implementation of the CFTA.

The agreement to establish
the CFTA was initially signed by
44 out of 55 AU Member States
in March 2018 to promote the
smooth movement of goods and
services across borders, as well
as allow member countries to
harmonize regional trade poli-
cies to promote equal competi-
tion and increased trade.

The establishment of the
CFTA is expected to enhance
competitiveness at the industry
and enterprise level through
exploiting opportunities for
scale production, continental
market access and better reallo-
cation of resources.

THEYEAR OF REFUGEES, RETURNEES AND
INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS:
Towards Durable Solutions to Forced Displacement in Africa.
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The CFTA brings together all
the 55 AU Member States, creat-
ing a combined market of more
than one billion people and a
combined Gross Domestic Prod-
uct of more than US$3.4 trillion.

At the 32" AU Summit, the
leaders urged the continent to
expedite initiatives aimed at pro-
moting peace and security as
well as create the necessary con-
ditions for sustainable develop-
ment and economic growth.

These include peace media-
tion in countries where there
have conflicts such as Libya,
Somalia and Central African
Republic.

The summit requested
AU Commission Chairperson,
Moussa Faki Mahamat to con-
vene an international confer-
ence on reconciliation in Libya
in the first half of this year.

The North African country
has been experiencing power
challenges since the ousting of
Muammar Gaddafi in 2011.

The planned international
conference, which will be held
jointly with the United Nations,
is expected to take “all the nec-
essary measures for the organi-
sation of presidential and
legislative elections in October
2019”.

On the UN Security Coun-
cil, the leaders reaffirmed the
common position of Africa to
reform the council, with a
strong call for the continent to
have two permanent seats with
all the prerogative and privi-
leges including right of veto.

In addition to two perma-
nent seats, African leaders are
calling for an additional five
non-permanent seats where the
AU will reserve the right to se-
lect its representatives for elec-
tion to the UN Security Council.

The council, which is tasked
with the primary duty of main-
taining international peace and
security, continues to be domi-
nated by a few powerful na-
tions at the expense of the
majority.

Of the five permanent mem-
bers with veto power, none is
from Africa yet the continent
provides the largest member-
ship of the UN.

The five permanent mem-
bers are China, France, Russia,
the United Kingdom and the
United States of America, with
three of them (France, Russia,
and UK) coming from Europe.

The permanent members
enjoy the veto right, meaning
that the council cannot imple-
ment any decision if one of the
five permanent members ob-
jects to it.

In addition to this, the coun-
cil is made up of 10 other non-
permanent members elected
for two-year terms by the UN
General Assembly. However,
these members do not have
veto powers.

This arrangement and struc-
ture where some countries are
“more important than others”
is what Africa and other devel-
oping regions want to be re-
formed. 3. ,
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COOPERATION

SADC AND Russia are work-
ing on the modalities of
strengthening cooperation fol-
lowing the signing last year of
a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) on the Basic
Principles of Relations and
Cooperation.

The Russian Ambassador
and Special Representative to
SADC, Victor Sibilev met with
the SADC Executive Secretary,
Dr Stergomena Lawrence Tax,
in February to discuss modal-
ities towards operationalizing
the MoU.

Sibilev said Russia is ready
to collaborate with SADC in
advancing its regional inte-
gration agenda, particularly in
areas such as manufacturing,
agriculture and infrastructure
development.

Manufacturing, agriculture
and infrastructure develop-
ment are some of the key pri-
ority areas identified in
various regional documents
such as the SADC Industrial-
ization Strategy and
Roadmap, as well as the Re-
vised Regional Indicative
Strategic Development Plan.

Sibilev said the second
Russia-Africa Summit will be
held in October Sochi, Russia

SADC and Russia strengthen cooperation

and he stressed the impor-
tance for SADC to take advan-
tage of the Summit to boost
relations with Russia, which is
one of the fastest growing
global economies.

Dr Tax said the region is
looking forward to strength-
ening relations with Russia,
confirming that SADC will use

the forthcoming summit as a
platform to share information
on investment opportunities
and investment climate in the
SADC region.

She said SADC is keen to fi-
nalize modalities with Russia
for the political dialogue and
consultations as provided for
in the MoU. O

Norway to support SADC integration

NORWAY HAS pledged to
continue supporting the re-
gional integration agenda of
southern Africa.

The Norwegian Ambas-
sador to South Africa, Astrid
Helle, said this when she paid
a courtesy call on the SADC
Executive Secretary, Dr Ster-
gomena Lawrence Tax in
late January in Gaborone,
Botswana.

Helle covers five other coun-
tries in SADC - Botswana,
Lesotho, Madagascar, Namibia
and Zimbabwe.

Norway has provided sup-
port to various SADC initiatives
through technical and financial
support by the Norwegian
Agency for Development Co-
operation (NORAD).

Some key interventions
areas include technical support
to the energy sector and the
Southern African Power Pool.

Other areas of support are
the restructuring of SADC insti-
tutions, support to the imple-
mentation of the SADC HIV
and AIDS Business Plan and
support to SADC in mediation
ca acig enhancement, espe-
cially the establishment of the
Network of African Women
Mediators. 0

SADC, Germany identify areas of continued cooperation

SADC AND Germany have
held consultations on how to
strengthen cooperation.

The  consultations in
Gaborone, Botswana were co-
chaired by the SADC Execu-
tive Secretary, Dr Stergomena
Lawrence Tax, and the Ger-
many  Ambassador  to
Botswana, Ralf Breth. The
meeting was held on 19-20
February to prepare for the Bi-
lateral Negotiations between
the SADC Secretariat and the
Government of Germany set
for November.

Speaking at the meeting, Dr
Tax expressed gratitude to the
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Germany for the continued
support towards SADC re-
gional integration and devel-
opment agenda.

She said to ensure that the
support is beneficial to both
parties there is need to focus
on priority programmes such
as the SADC Industrialization
Strategy and  Roadmap
2015-2063; the SADC Regional
Infrastructure Development
Master Plan, the Regional
Agricultural Investment Plan
and other strategies and pro-
grammes, including the Law
Enforcement and Anti-Poach-
ing Strategy.
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Dr Tax said as both parties
prepare for the next SADC-
Germany Bilateral Negotia-
tions, it is critical to take into
account other emerging devel-
opmental challenges such as
climate change.

Breth said Germany will con-
tinue to support SADC in both
technical and financial areas.

The meeting identified a
number of priority areas for co-
operation. These include:

* Regional Economic Integra-
tion;

* Peace and Security;

* Transboundary Water Man-
agement;

SADC ambassadors
to promote regional
initiatives

THE SADC Committee
of Ambassadors and
High Commissioners in
Botswana is an important
structure that plays a liaison
role between the Secretariat
and Member States as well
as facilitating information
dissemination, interaction
and consultation between
the two institutions.

The SADC Secretariat
held a meeting with the
ambassadors in Gaborone,
Botswana on 28 February
to brief the committee on
some of regional initiatives.

The committee was
established in 2005 to ad-
vise the SADC National
Committees on issues re-
lated to the implementa-
tion of SADC programmes
and activities as well as
to facilitate interaction
and consultations between
Member States and the
SADC Secretariat. O

* Transboundary Use and
Protection of Natural Re-
sources and Resilience to
Climate Change; and

¢ Strengthening National-Re-
gional Linkages and Study
and Expert Fund.

The identified areas of co-
operation are in line with
SADC priorities outlined in
the Revised Regional Indica-
tive Development Plan 2015-
2020 and the Revised Strategic
Indicative Plan of the Organ
on Defence, Peace and Secu-
rity Cooperation 2015-2020 as
well as Germany’s Marshall
Plan with Africa. O
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February
2, Global

10-11, Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia

EVENTS
February — March 2019

World Wetlands Day

This day marks the adoption of the Convention on Wetlands on 2
February 1971, in the Iranian city of Ramsar on the shores of the
Caspian Sea. The 2019 theme is “Wetlands and Climate Change”.

32" African Union Summit

The 32nd Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the African Union
provides an opportunity for African leaders to discuss continental
integration. The theme for 2019 is “Refugees, Returnees and
Internally Displaced Persons: Towards Durable Solutions to Forced
Displacement in Africa”.
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The indaba will bring together international and continental
experts to share insights into and solutions to Africa’s energy
challenges while also exploring the vast energy development
opportunities on offer for Africa.

ZAMCOM Council of Ministers

The Council of Ministers of the Zambezi Watercourse Commission
provides policy guidance for the cooperative management and
development of the Zambezi River Basin. Council approves the
annual work plans and budgets, and considers recommendations
from the ZAMCOM Technical Committee.

International Women's Day

This is an occasion to reflect on progress made in advancing the
rights of women, and discuss further changes needed. The theme for
2019 is “Think Equal, Build Smart, Innovate for Change”.

63" Session of UN Commission on the Status of Women

The UN Commission on the Status of Women meets annually and is
the principal global intergovernmental body exclusively dedicated
to the promotion of gender equality and empowerment of women,
taking a leading role in monitoring and reviewing progress in the
implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.

SADC Council of Ministers

The SADC Council of Ministers is responsible for supervising and
monitoring the functions and development of SADC, and ensuring
that policies are implemented to advance regional integration.

Parliamentary Elections
Parliamentary polls to be held following the presidential elections
in December last year.

TRALAC Annual Conference 2019

The annual conference of the Trade Law Centre provides an
opportunity for policymakers, researchers, academia, and others to
discuss global trade issues with special focus on Africa’s trade,
integration and industrial development. The 2019 theme is, “Africa’s
Integration Agenda — from Aspirations to Pragmatic Implementation”.

World Water Day

World Water Day is held annually on 22 March to focus attention
on the importance of freshwater and the sustainable management
of freshwater resources.

Elections Comoros

Presidential and regional elections take place on 24 March. This
marks the first time that Comoros is holding its elections as a
member of SADC. The Comoros joined SADC in August 2018.

Water Energy Food Nexus

The SADC Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue on the Water Energy Food
(WEF) Nexus focuses this year on youth empowerment, with the
theme of “Promoting the Water-Energy-Food Nexus Approach and
Youth Empowerment for Sustainable Development”. The SADC
Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue is a biennial event organised by the
SADC Directorate of Infrastructure and is driven by the Water Sector.
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Remembering Eduardo Chivid

Mondlane

FEBRUARY 3 is Heroes Day in Mozambique, and in 2019 this is a
special commemoration.

This year marks the 50" anniversary of the death of Eduardo
Mondlane, the founding leader of the Mozambique Liberation
Front (Frelimo).

Mondlane was killed by a parcel bomb during the war for in-
dependence from colonial rule. He died at the age of 49 on 3 Febru-
ary 1969 when he opened a parcel sent by the Portuguese security
police, delivered to him at his house in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

He is respected as the father of Mozambique's independence, a
torch picked up and carried to completion by Samora Machel, who
became the first President of Mozambique on 25 June 1975.

The date of his assassination is commemorated each year in
Mozambique as Heroes Day. The day was set to honour his life as
well as all men and women who fought bravely for the country’s
independence, for which many gave their lives, and those who
have contributed to the development of the post-independence
Mozambique.

Born in June 1920 in Nwadjahane, a village in the Gaza Province
of southern Mozambique, Eduardo Mondlane played an important
role in the struggle against Portuguese colonial rule. The well-ed-
ucated Mozambican nationalist is celebrated for his selfless dedi-
cation in the fight against settler rule.

Following the independence of Tanganyika (later Tanzania) in
1961, Mondlane took up base operations in Dar es Salaam where
the unification of UDENAMO, MANU, and UNAMI was realised
to form Frelimo in 1962.

The independence of Mozambique did not come in isolation.
Tanzania provided both technical and material support in the form
of shelter for Mozambican refugees and a rear base for Frelimo
guerrillas, including training and equipment as well as hosting the
Liberation Committee of the Organisation of African Unity.

The coup d’etat in Portugal on 25 April 1974 when the Por-
tuguese Movement of the Armed Forces overthrew the military
regime in Lisbon was a breaking point in the struggle for Mozam-
bique’s independence.

This resulted from the discontent of conscripts sent to fight in Por-
tugal’s African colonies, particularly because they were losing the war
against Frelimo in Mozambique, and culminated in negotiations be-
tween Portuguese and Frelimo representatives. An independence
agreement was signed in Zambia on 7 September 1974, now com-
memorated as Victory Day as it marked the end of the liberation war.

The main Heroes Day celebration is held at the Heroes' Square
near the international airport in Maputo, where various groups of
people gather to honour freedom fighters and support equality for
all Mozambique's citizens.

At the centre of the square stands a star-shaped monument of
white marble where Mondlane is interred, as well as the country’s
first President, Samora Moises Machel and other heroes of the lib-
-.-eration'struggle. O

Malawi remembers liberation martyrs

MARCH 3 is an important date in Malawi's liberation history,
and is commemorated every year in honour of the martyrs who
gave their lives in the struggle against colonialism.

The day invokes painful memories of about 40 people who
lost their lives in 1959 during an uprising against British colo-
nialism. This was a landmark in the struggle against colonial
rule that eventually brought independence to Malawi on 6 July
1964 under the first President, Hastings Kamuzu Banda.

This year marks 60 years of remembering men and women
who envisaged strong values and ideologies and sacrificed their
lives to fight against British rule in Malawi. The British occupied
the territory of Malawi in the mid-19th century and proclaimed
a British protectorate in 1891, later renamed Nyasaland in 1907.

The Martyrs Day celebration is marked by speeches from dif-
ferent groups and prayers for the departed freedom fighters. 0

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS IN SADC
February — April 2019

1 February  Abolition of Slavery Mauritius
3 February Heroes'Day Mozambique
4 February  National Armed Struggle Day Angola
5 February  Chinese Spring Festival Mauritius
3 March Martyrs Day Malawi
4 March Maha Shivaratree Mauritius
5 March Carnival Angola
8 March Women's Day Angola, Zambia
11 March  Moshoeshoe’s Day Lesotho
12 March  National Day Mauritius

Youth Day Zambia
18 March  Cheikh Al Maarouf Day Comoros
21 March  Independence Day Namibia

Human Rights Day South Africa
29 March  Martyrs Day Madagascar
4 April Peace and Reconciliation Day Angola
6 April Ougadi Mauritius
7 April Sheik Abeid Karume Day Tanzania
13 April Leilat al - Meiraj Comoros
18 April Independence Day Zimbabwe
19 April King's Birthday Eswatini

Good Friday All SADC except ...

Comoros, DRC, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique
20 April Holy Saturday Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe
21 April Easter Sunday Namibia, Zimbabwe

22 April Easter Monday All SADC except ...
Angola, Comoros, DRC, Mauritius, Mozambique

Family Day South Africa

25 April National Flag Day Eswatini
26 April Union Day Tanzania
27 April Freedom Day South Africa

A shared future within a regional community




