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2016 eventful year for SADC
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SADC adopts disaster response strategy

Election observer manual 

P O L I C Y

�
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Good rainfall predicted for the 2016/17 farming season

A G R I C U L T U R E  

Towards smooth transport of food across the region

Humanitarian appeal 
US$757m raised to support
regional food security

� �



C L I M A T E  C H A N G E

COP22
Consensus on climate financing
remains elusive
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Little joy for SADC as ban on ivory trade is maintained

�

C I T E S



CFTA timeline

Towards a continental FTA
Experts intensify negotiations as 2017 beckons

Source African Union 

�

Objectives of the
CFTA

�

T R A D E

BELOW IS the timeline towards establishment of the Continental Free Trade Area:

2012 Endorsement of the Action Plan on Boosting Intra African Trade (BIAT)
during the Summit of Heads of States and Government. Decision to es-
tablish a Continental Free  Trade Area (CFTA)

2014 Finalization of the EAC-COMESA-SADC Tripartite Free Trade Area
2015 Summit of the African Union that led to the launch of CFTA negotiations:

adopted negotiation principles, institutional arrangements, terms of ref-
erence and indicative roadmap for the CFTA negotiations

2015-2016 Consolidation of the Tripartite and other regional FTAs into a CFTA
2016-2017 Meetings of the CFTA Task Force and Negotiation Forum. Agreement on

Phase 1 of the CFTA
2017 Establishment of the CFTA
Post-2017 Legal scrubbing, ratification, entry into force; agreement on Phase 2 of

the CFTA.



Towards a SADC strategy for renewable energy
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SACREEE appoints executive
director 

Experts to assess SOLTRAIN
progress 



P A R L I A M E N T S
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SADC parliamentarians call for a regional
assembly 
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Lesotho army chief steps down

P E A C E  &  S E C U R I T Y

�

�

National focal points to support regional standby force

Chairperson of the SADC Oversight
Committee on Lesotho, Retired Justice
Frederick Werema (far left); SADC
Executive Secretary, Dr. Stergomena
Lawrence Tax (middle) and former MP for
Botswana, Hon. Patrick Balopi (right),
during a briefing meeting held on 7
December 2016 in Gaborone, Botswana

Oversight Committee to monitor situation in Lesotho



�

SADC, Japan strengthen cooperation 

Meeting the challenges of migration

�

SADC, Germany identify areas of cooperation

�

C O O P E R A T I O N



H E A L T H

�

Regional pharmaceutical 
strategy gets ministerial approval

�

SADC records a decline in new HIV infections  
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Packed agenda for 28th African Union Summit  

AU commissions Julius Nyerere
Peace and Security Building

A F R I C A N  U N I O N
From left, Dr. Abdoulaye Bathily; Dr. Pelonomi Venson-Moitoi; H.E. Agapito
Mba Mokuy; Dr. Amina Mohammed and Dr. Moussa Faki Mahamat.



December 2016 – February 2017

December            
5-7, Nigeria African Economic Conference 2016

This year’s annual conference focuses on the theme of “Feeding
Africa: Towards Agro-Allied Industrialization for Inclusive Growth”.
It seeks to provide an opportunity to discuss Africa’s agricultural
transformation by presenting the latest empirical evidence on how
to leverage agro-industrialization for feeding Africa and promoting
inclusive growth. 

8-9, Ethiopia 5th AU Ministerial Retreat of the Executive Council
This is an important forum for increasing cooperation among
African countries on the key steps to advance continental integra-
tion projects, strengthen effectiveness of AU institutions and assess
implementation of Agenda 2063. The retreat takes place at least
twice a year and is convened by the AU Commission in consulta-
tion with the chairperson of the Executive Council.

9, Ethiopia AU Commission chairperson election debate
The AU, through its African Union Leadership Academy, will convene
the first-ever leadership debate for candidates contesting for the po-
sition of chairperson of the AU Commission. The debate will be con-
ducted before a live audience comprising members of the AU
Executive Council; Permanent Representatives Committee, AU com-
missioners; media personnel and invited guests. It aims at populariz-
ing the African Union and giving the candidates an opportunity to
speak to African citizens and present their plans for the fulfilment of
the AU vision of an integrated, prosperous and peaceful Africa.

January
16-19, UAE World Future Energy Summit 2017

The summit will be dedicated to sustaining the clean energy con-
sensus as well as promoting and empowering new players in the
sector. It will present energy stakeholders with a unique opportu-
nity to exchange technology and share best practices.

30-31, Ethiopia 28th Ordinary Session of the AU Assembly
African Heads of State and Government will gather for the 28th
Session of the African Union Assembly, preceded by ministerial
and technical meetings of officials. The AU theme for the year is
“2017: Harnessing Demographic Dividend through Investments in
the Youth’’.

February
21 – 22, Africa Energy Indaba 2017
South Africa The indaba will bring together international and continental ex-

perts to share insights and solutions to Africa’s energy challenges,
while simultaneously exploring the vast energy development op-
portunities on offer for Africa.

23, South Africa 4th IPP and Power Purchase Agreements Conference
The conference brings together Independent Power Producers (IPPs),
utilities, investors, governments and energy regulators to discuss so-
lutions on increasing power capacity and how to strengthen linkages
between governments and private players in the power sector. 

22-24, Namibia SOLTRAIN Conference 2017
Energy experts from southern Africa and cooperating partners will
discuss ways of improving a coordinated approach to harnessing
the energy potential from the sun. The Southern African Solar Ther-
mal Training and Demonstration Initiative (SOLTRAIN) is a regional
programme on capacity building and demonstration of solar ther-
mal systems in the SADC region.
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A shared future within a regional community
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H I S T O R Y  T O D A Y

Independence of Tanganyika 
Support for southern Africa’s freedom

8 December             Immaculate Conception                                                   Seychelles
9 December             Independence Day                                                                Tanzania
10 December           International Human Rights Day                                        Namibia
16 December           Day of Reconciliation                                                      South Africa
22 December           National Unity Day                                                             Zimbabwe
25 December           Christmas                                                                                       SADC
                                     Family day                                                        Angola, Mozambique
26 December           Day of Goodwill                                                                South Africa
                                     Family Day                                                                                 Namibia
                                     Boxing Day                                     Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland,                               
                                                                                                                   Tanzania, Zimbabwe
27 December           Public Holiday                                       Botswana, Malawi, Zambia

1 January                  New Year’s Day                                                                               SADC
2 January                  Public Holiday                All SADC except Angola, DRC, Lesotho,
                                                                                                        Madagascar and Tanzania

4 January                  Martyrs Day                                                                                       DRC
12 January                Zanzibar Revolution Day                                                      Tanzania
15 January                John Chilembwe Day                                                                Malawi
16 January               Heroes’ Day (Laurent Kabila)                                                        DRC
17 January               Heroes’ Day (Patrice Lumumba)                                                  DRC
28 January               Chinese Spring Festival                                                       Mauritius

1 February                Abolition of Slavery                                                              Mauritius
3 February                Heroes’ Day                                                                      Mozambique
4 February                National Armed Struggle Day                                                Angola
9 February                Thaipoosam Cavadee                                                          Mauritius
24 February              Maha Shivaratree                                                                  Mauritius
28 February              Carnival                                                                                         Angola

ANC turns 105

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS IN SADC
December 2016 – February 2017

Chief Albert Luthuli

OR Tambo


