TRIBUTE TO DAVID MARTIN

The news that David Martin passed away on Saturday 18 August 2007 came as a shock and is a cause of great sadness to all those who have known him for years.

Members of the Board of the Southern African Research and Documentation Centre (SARDC), of which David Martin was a founding member, wish to express our deepest sympathy and condolences to the family and in particular to David’s Life Companion Phyllis Johnson – the dedicated Executive Director of SARDC.

In David Martin’s passing, SARDC and the whole of the Southern African region have lost a dedicated campaigner of long-standing for the region’s liberation and development. 

David’s work and involvement in the independence struggle goes back to the 1960s, when he was based in Dar es Salaam, working as a journalist for the Tanganyika Standard and the London Observer. David was, pre-eminently, a “Front Line” reporter. This was perfectly reflected in his communiqués on the liberation war, from within Mozambique with advancing FRELIMO units. He was also acutely aware of anti-liberation bias of Western media and took maximum advantage of his Observer reports to provide balanced information. It was a commitment to an “information struggle” he understood and continued to pursue, as a journalist, author and publisher on the ongoing liberation processes in Zimbabwe, Namibia, South Africa and the entire region.  He continued to cover developments in East Africa when he moved to Lusaka, although his focus then became the unfolding bitter struggle in Southern Africa.

After the liberation of Mozambique, Angola and Zimbabwe, David Martin and Phyllis Johnson moved to Harare where they continued with their journalistic work, set up the Zimbabwe Publishing House (ZPH) and, in particular, systematically exposed the destabilisation tactics of the South African regime against the Frontline States. This work grew into a new initiative – setting up SARDC, with President Mwalimu Nyerere serving as its patron.

David Martin and Phyllis Johnson, and their colleagues, continued to serve the cause of freedom and independence of Southern Africa by providing accurate information reporting events in the region. Eventually, the struggle for the liberation of the whole of Southern Africa was won but David and Phyllis did not stop there. They continued to serve the region in a variety of ways, in particular using their journalistic skills by way of SARDC, undertaking research, documenting, publishing important studies on different aspects of development. This has complemented the work of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) and its member states and helped the process of regional integration and cooperation.

In the mid-1990s, David also established the African Publishing Group (APG), authoring and publishing many impressive guides to national parks in the region.

We pay tribute to David Martin’s contribution to the cause of freedom and liberation, to which he contributed so much through his writings as a journalist, his publishing work at ZPH and APG, and through the work of SARDC.

It is difficult to pay tribute to David, however, without also paying tribute to Phyllis Johnson. Theirs has been a remarkable partnership. In this regard, David and Phyllis have been beacons of light for Southern Africa through their work. We pay tribute to them both for their dedicated service to our common humanity and, above all, for having stayed the course.


We salute David Martin for being a true fighter for the liberation and development of a progressive Southern Africa. He was a key player in the solidarity campaign. He will be sorely missed.
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