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By a Special Correspondent
DAVID MARTIN was 3 writer and photographer,
and later in life, 2 publisher. He was 3 rigorous
resenrcher and investigative writer who exposed
the: calamity and cost of South African ECOROMIC
and military destabilisation in southern Africs in
thi 1984s.
tic marched with Frelimo inn the liberated
2angs of Mozambiqoe, where he met the Zanln
Cominander, General Jozinh Magama Tougnzara,
turing the last phase of Limbuhpees strogple for
independence And he produced by first book on
thal part of the story, called The Struggle for
Zimbatwe: The Chimurenga War (1980,
He was a prolific writel, who spent his life

Chitepo  Assassination | 1985); Destructive
Engagement: Southern Africa at War (1986,
updated 1989); and Apartheid Terrorism: The
Destahilisstion Report (1989),

He had previously written the firg expoge of
the reafity of Tdi Amin jn Uganda (General Amin,
1974) and the 1997 10 reper! on Uganda that
eventually fed to the withdrawal of international
support for Amin, David was also a fine photog-
rapher. His retirement project was dedicated io
creating better understanding of people and
places through tourism, by writing and photo-
graphing area-specific, pocket size Into Africa
g legacy of 24 guidebooks and photo-

e leaves g rof 24 : andp
graphs, including 16 travel guides 1o Tanzanis
National Parks, 2 for Namibia, 1 for
Mozambique, and five ravel guides for specific
areas of Zimbabwe: Hwange, Kariba, Victoria
Falls, Yumba, and Great Zimbabwe, These are
small books, not only sbout wildlife but aiso
about the places; the people who inhabit them,
and thefr history,

David also leaves a legacy of institutional
development. He was a co-founder of Zimbabwe
Publishing House, established in 1981; the
Zimbabwe International Book Fair, established in
1983, the Southern African Research and
Documentation Centre, & regiona! research cen-
unding Patron was Mwalimu Julius
Nyerere, established in 1985 apg the
Musekotwane Environment Resource Centre for
Southern Africa, established in 1992,

He was a trustee of the Josish Magama

and Publishing, Duvid Robert Martin was born in
Windsor, UK, on April 14 1936, He started his
media career in 1956 at & small weekly newspa-
per in Deévon and Iater moved 1o & daily, The
Western News:

He 100k vp a job as a TEpOrter on the
Tanganyika Standard in Janvary 1964, iusi
before the Zanzibyr revolotion, and a few dave
wredure e army musingy in Dar as Salaam. His
life ke contnued at that Pace ever since. He
rose thirotigh the ranks of the newspapar, which
was then owned by the London-Rhodesis com-
pany, Lonrh, and hecame Deputy Editgr in 1063,
after the ownership of the newspaper changed 1o
povernment. This was the heady time when Dae
s Salsam was the iberstion headguarters and
the eentre for the liberation movéments. The

anesbien of Afrigan Uity had been gsighe

Shed e 1963, wnd 1he OAD Literarion
SN e was fosted by Tonzanig. Prelima
) AP donu and others ali bad offceg
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writing books as well as articles; including The

T er— —r——— ]

Martin: Man of many talents

Burial set for today

Herald Reporter
REMNOWNED
wriler. photogra-
i\ pher and pob-
Hizher, David
Martin, who died
last weekend, is
e capected o be

buried (oday af
Glen Faresi
¥ Cemetery In Harsre,
R - Funeral proceed-
b Ings for (he accom-
plished writer, (hat began
vesterdny morning ai
his residence, will
end with his
burial a1
Glen

Davidd Mariin

L he derald 4

Forest Memorial Park: fn Barvawdsje

Minister of State for Policy Implemeniaions
Cde Webster Shamuw who will he the Master. of
Ceremony, said Martin would gut a State-
wasisted burkal, !

According w3 programme from  the
Depariment of Protneols and Staie Decasions
the Programme of dodication o the life of Davigd
Martin begins at 9 o'clock with o COremany con-
ducted by Father Fidelis Mulkonor,

This will be followed by messages from
Tanzaniy, Mozambigue ond Namibia, then mes-
sages from Sarde. the Josiah Magama Legney
Foundation, Lientenan General Constantine
Chiwengn, Cde Emmiersog Mnangagwa, Dr
Mathan Shamuyarira and family representa-
tives. The programme winds up with 1 message
fram a representative of President Mugabe, nngd
a vote of thanks by Martin's widiow, Phayllis.

Tanzania in the 19608, influeneed by Mwealimu
Julius Nyerere, his close friend Benjamin
Miaipa, who was then editor of the DPETTY newspa-
per, Uhury, and others: and with the liberation

and movements baged there, whom he
became clase to, including Eduarde Mondlane,

Samara Machel, Sam Nujoma, and nthers,
* It was David Martin who traveiled to the
Rovumia River, the border hetwesn i and

Mozambigque, with his notepad and camera, to
talk 1o the people there and reveal to the world
the start of the liberation war in Mozambique,

From 1971 yntl March 1974, He ran his own
DEws agency in Dar es Salanm, reporting on the
decisive phases of the Hheration of Muozambigue
and Angola, And it was alse during this period
thist he wrote the flrst artjcles exposing the
atrocities of Tdi Amin in Uganda, and the [irs
book on this subject, titled General Amin, pub-
lished in 1974 and credited by many Uzandans
and Tanzanians s the first public acknowledze-
ment of their plight, contributing to the momen-
tum that led to Amin's removal in 1070

David Martin was a former Africy COITeSON-
dent of The Dbssrver, Duting the late 1970,
based in Lusaka, Zambia a5 Africa correspan-
dent of The Observer, he was often quoted in
other media, mcluding BBC. He was an indefat-
gable investigative researcher. always petting (o
the bottom of the stary.

He was following the liberation south, and was
spending a lot of his time in Mozambigue and
Angola in the monthe: fullvwing their independ-
ence from Partogal |n 1975 10 reparied [rom
the Mozambiqus burder with Rhodesia snen af e
it was tlos=d by President Samors Mache] in
e2rty 1976,

David's articles sppeatred sz \he front papE
lead storics i The Observer for 16 Weeks diring
1976, uften througl hosfings from N yarere

achel and athirs, who kmew thar e i pld tc

rately: praseat their views mod ouie repoTTing

AuresEly and without dsturtion. TF

Yesr of the Anghr Anjericith tilks on Fimiiabes e

nnd Namibis, and the vear thot stdoess Pared
‘ 7 i

tion movements at the Liberation Cenire there,
including Joshua Nkomo and comrades from
Zanu, Swapo and the ANC of South Africs,

He covered Numibia's lengthy struggle for
independence, and 1ok a leading role in EXPIOS-
ing Sugh African destabilisation in southern

i s

apartheid sdministration, Davig
books were banned from possession in South
Africa, reinforcing his belief that knowledge
plays an essential mle in Empowering peuple.

his writing, he presented to the infer-
nationsl community a deeper understanding of
the just causes of the liberarion struggle, He
plaved a unique and long-term role in presenting
the African perspective internationally. and was
respected as a fair and balanced reporier.

Ihavid was hanned fn Southern Rhodesia, b
be came 1o Zimbabwe at the start of the tramsi.
tion following Lancaster House and staved here
establishing his home in Harare with his partner
and fellow writer, Phyllis Johnson, Ar the time
his he bad completed two new hooks and
was working on a biography of Tongogars

Always active, he had fwo major operations
for cancer in 2004 and 2007, as well &= operations
in 2006 to repair broken bones in his shoulders,
after being airlifted out of Serenget! in northern
Tanzaniz, but he never stopped writing

The physical challenges of the padr thee
Year's fatted 1o deter him and he enntmeed writ
ing up until Juse (his vear, whai eollapsed verte
brates In his back made sitting uncomforable
and affecied his respiration, topether with the
efifects of the previous SUTEEry.

He passed away on Ssturday EHTINE, Augus
13, ot home in Harare, aped 71 Devie Mariin
urvived by Phyllis Johnzon  his parteer fo
mare Lhap 30 vears: hix <o, Py Martio and &
ter, Pom Worsley; ns wsl] ps frio nag’ ehildres
wili) havie spent formative poriods of theiy |
with Dinvid and whom he loved Uy

LEze mehudy Uzband Dick, the sonisof the Lsl
Ferstnda Han wana oF Mazambiho SRR
o 1y LT ) T e
Loy I Zamihg
Mudense [smi)




